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PREFACE 


This second volume deals with the activities of submarines in the Mediterranean from 1 
January 1942 to 8 September 1943; activity characterized by positive and negative factors 
resulting being more experience, the wear and tear suffered, the course of the conflict. 

The more experienced the Central Command and the commanders of units allowed in 
some cases use of a greater yield: realized, for example, with the concentration of submarines 
and a certain co-ordination with the actions of air and surface units, as in the battle of "mid- 
August", or the surprise and the exploitation of the particular situation of the enemy, as a 
means of offensive reconnaissance in estuaries in the first days of the Allied landings in North 
Africa. 

By contrast, the disproportion between qualitative and quantitative submarines and 
anti-submarine defense went accentuated in increasingly untenable extent, especially after the 
entry of US Naval Forces into the Mediterranean and North Africa after the fall, making it 
success more difficult and heavier losses; an increasingly dramatic situation that submarines 
faced with honor to the last. The number of attacks carried out by submarines lurking and the 
losses incurred in fact testify how high were still the moral and aggressive spirit of the staff 
even when is lost any hope of victory had only replaced the certainty of an impending tragic 
end: a spirit that did not prevent the few survivors that on September 7 had put to sea to counter 
the overwhelming superiority of the enemy naval forces that supported the landing at Salerno, 
to faithfully execute the orders of the armistice. 
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The author, Capitano di Vascello [Capt.] Marcello Bertini, has dealt with the matter 
according to the same format of the exhibition in the first volume and with the same precision 
and richness of data. Exposure to the war ends with a chapter of great interest " general 
statistical data - Considerations"; is a chapter that contains in a long series of figures of the 
budget of the Italian submarine war in the Mediterranean. A budget that can not be considered 
entirely definitive not only because, as the author explains, there are some uncertainties on 
"partial damage" to "attributions of success and" the causes of some losses", but above all 
because it does not appear, in a partial framework, which must necessarily be a volume that 
deals with a specific topic, the actual weight of the underwater weapon used in the 
Mediterranean represented in the general budget of the war: the transport of assault divers, the 
offensive reconnaissance, the effort imposed on anti-submarine surveillance the opponent, the 
limitations of its traffic, the maintenance of morale of the fighters and the population of the 
country with the continued demonstration of aggressiveness and success, which confirmed or 
not, always represented the result of an action carried out with skill and courage. 


December 1968 


THE DIRECTOR OF THE HISTORY OFFICE 
Contrammiraglio [Commadore*] ALBERTO DONATO 


* For USN Rear Admiral (jg) 
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CHAPTER I 


THE ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
FROM 01/01/1942 TO 06/30/1942 


1. - MONTH OF JANYARY 1942. 

The beginning of 1942 was the Axis forces engaged on the African front, in the process 
of settling on the El Agheila line after the long retreat accomplished under the pressure of the 
offensive of the British VII Army that had forced to abandon Cyrenaica again with its modest 
but very useful ports. Our two pockets of resistance, Bardia and the pass of Halfaia, were 
eliminated by the enemy in the early days of the month. 

However reordered and expanded its forces, the German-Italian Army, surprising every 
opponent forecast, took the offensive again on January 20, reoccupying most of the lost 
territory. In fact it occupied Benghazi on January 29, by the following February 4 the Army 
faced the enemy on the Ain el Gazala-Bir Hacheim line. Meanwhile the resumption of our air 
offensive against Malta for the neutralization of that important base that had caused so much 
trouble in the past to our trade with Libya. 

In this overall strategic framework, on the maritime front were carried out in January by 
us two important agreements for the supply of forces in North Africa, respectively denoted by 
the letters "M 43" and "T-18", which the first took place between 3 and 16 January, and the 
second between 22 and 25 January. 
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With these two operations it was possible to get to Tripoli ten merchant ships out of 
eleven that departed, carrying troops, war materials and various supplies. The two operations 
employed, by direct and indirect escort, almost all our efficient ships in the area at the time. 

On part of the enemy the activities on the maritime front took place mainly in the central 
and eastern Mediterranean basin and was intended to supply the aerial-naval base of Malta. In 
the early days of the month in fact, during the course of our operation "M 43", it was made the 
move from Alexandria to Malta of a major load of fuel oil under cover of 3 light cruisers and six 
destroyers. On January 16, then left form Alexandria directed to Malta a convoy of 4 ships with 
a direct escort of | light A/A cruiser and 8 DD and indirect escort of 3 cruisers and 6 DD. 
detected north of the Gulf of Sirte indirect escort by the ships of Force K of Malta (1 cruiser, 5 
DD), the convoy arrived at its destination on January 19, having lost in the passage, 1 steamer 
and 1 DD during our aero-naval actions. 

Finally towards the end of the month, between 25 and 27 January, the British succeeded 
in delivering to Malta another load of fuel oil. 

As part of this activity, both ours and the opponent, understood as we have seen towards 
increasing supplies to the operational fronts the employment of our submarines was primarily 
aimed at ensuring additional protection to our convoys against possible incursions both of the 
surface forces located in Malta, and of the light forces based in Alexandria. 

As detectable from map n. 1 of our submarines were located exclusively in the waters 
around Malta and roughly on the line joining island of Gaudo and Benghazi, while remained 
undefended all the other Mediterranean zones assigned to our underwater forces. 

However, the Germans submarines who, as mentioned in the appendix to the first 
volume, operating to the west of the 3° W meridian, in the waters that access to Gibraltar and in 
the area between Tobruk and Alexandria, continued their activities in these areas getting on 17 
January a success with the sinking of the DD Gurkha by the U 133. 

During the operation "M 43" were deployed as of January 3 in the waters to the east and 
south of Malta, seven submarines. Three of these. The submarine Axum and —Turchese and 
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Aradam took up positions in the south of the island in waters, between 60 and 100 miles from 
Malta; instead four: the submarine Platino - Onice -Delfino and Alagi, in waters to the east, 
along a line oriented roughly to the meridian away from Malta about 80 miles, to cover access 
to NE and SE from the island itself. On this line they turned the boats lined up at intervals of 
about 30 miles between them. Completed the requirements for the operation, "M43" submarines 
left their ambushes starting with the submarine Platino in the most northern location, which left 
the area on the 5", while others left their respective zones on the 6" except the Delfino 
prolonged his patrol to around 8 January. None of these seven boats had any sightings. 

In the waters of the Central and Eastern Mediterranean, always on the occasion of our 
operation "M 43", between 3" and 6 J anuary that is, two submarines were deployed: the 
Galatea and Beilul, the first in an area 30 miles SW of Gaudo and the second 40 miles north of 
Apollonia. a third boat: the submarine Dessie, who started from Lero on January 14 had to go 
lurking off of Tobruk, was forced to abort the mission and return to base for problems 
encountered in equipment aboard. 

The two boats deployed SE of Crete had no opportunity to record sightings during their 
missions. 

Completed the requirements for the operation, "M 43" no activity was carried out in the 
Mediterranean by our submarines until the second half of the month when, from the 16", other 
boats began to take a stand in the waters around Malta . This is in anticipation of the second of 
our operation carried out in January, operation "T 18" which took place as mentioned above 
between the 22"! and 25" of the month, and as a result of sighted enemy movements. On the 
16" the submarine Squalo -Narvalo and Santarosa took up positions along a line oriented to 
meridian, to the east of Lampedusa, spaced 30 miles apart (the Narvalo subsequently effected a 
shift towards the SE). On January 22, then three more submarines took up positions to the east 
of Malta: Subs: Topazio - Platino and Corallo, along a wide arc that from the vicinity of Cape 
Passero arrived at 120 miles to the SE of Malta, that is, to control the three main origins of the 
important basis. All these boats, completed the requirements for the operation "T 18", were 
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called the base and left their ambushes on January 24, with the exception of submarine Corallo 
that went on patrol until the oye: however, it moved to a new, more approached the area at 
Malta, about 60 miles south of the island. On January 27, then the submarine Platino, recently 
returned from the previous mission, he made another short at ambush to the east of Malta for 
any interception, along with the Corallo already on patrol, the reported movements of enemy 
forces. However, no sightings were made. 

In the Central and Eastern Mediterranean finally, during the operation "T 18" were 
deployed as of January 20, three boats: submarines Galatea -Ametista and Malachite, roughly 
along the parallel 33° 30' North, from the height of Ras Aamer up to that of Tobruk. with the 
exception of the submarine Ametista who was forced to return in the evening of the 23™ due to 
incidents in equipment aboard, the other two boats linger in the area until the end of January 27, 
and of these only the Galalea managed a distant sighting, in the late evening of the 25", an 
unspecified ship it could not attack. It probably had to be the ships belonging to the group that at 
that time performed a movement from Alexandria to Malta. 

Very scarce was in January 1942, the activities of our submarines primarily for 
protective anti-submarine missions lurking in metropolitan waters, and limited to a single 
mission carried out by the submarine Speri in the upper Adriatic on 22 and 23 January. 

The work instead for materials transportation went very intensive with regard to the 
particular situation of the land front where it was mentioned in the introduction. They were in 
fact carried out six transport missions of which is interrupted by order of the Submarine 
Command. Departing, the 1‘ from the Messina, the submarine Seftimo with a load of 14.5 tons 
of food and ammunition bound for Bardia. But the imminent fall of that advanced port, under 
enemy offensive pressure, advised her to return the submarine to base waiting to send to another 
port the materials. 

January 4, then left Taranto for Libya the submarine Saint Bon (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] 
Gustavo Miniero) with a cargo of 140 tons of petrol in cans, 12 tons diesel and 3.4 tons of 
munitions, for a total of 155.4 tons. The Saint Bon had to make the transfer 
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to Tripoli, passing north of Sicily. On the morning of the 5" at 05:42 arrived at Punta Milazzo 
where she was attacked while she was sailing on the surface, by the British submarine Upholder 
that launched against her several torpedoes. Hit by a weapon to the center- starboard, whose 
explosion led the burning of the cargo of fuel, the Saint Bon sank very rapidly with almost total 
loss of the crew. They were in fact recovered from the submarine opponent only 3 men out of 
62 members of the crew of our boat. 

On the 9" next started again from the Augusta the submarine Settimo with a load of 16.6 
tons of weapons and ammunition to be transported to Tripoli. Arrived at that port on the 13", 
she departed the 19" after having repaired a failure of the rudder found during the mission, 
returning to Augsburg on January 21. Meanwhile, on 13 and 18 January, they had departed from 
Taranto heading to Tripoli two more submarines with loads of war materials: the submarines 
Menotti and Micca. The Menotti after having boarded at Augusta 18.2 tons of weapons and 
ammunition arrived in Tripoli on the 18" unloading it the next day and returning to Augsburg 
on January 21. The Micca had left with a cargo of 78 tons of gasoline, 44 tons of lubricating 
oils, 15.7 tons of weapons and ammunition, and 18.7 t of food, for a total of 156.4 tons. The 
morning of the 19th at 09:35 and during transfer suffered, sailing to the surface, an attack by 
three enemy aircraft that the submarine avoided quickly diving reporting only some damage to 
the deck from the explosion of bombs. Arrived in Tripoli on the 22" and landed the cargo, the 
Micca departed again on the 5° carrying out on the 27" an ambush off the Gulf of Sidra for the 
possible interception of the British convoy that came from the east, returning to Taranto on 
January 30. 

January 26, finally left Taranto directed to Tripoli the submarine Millo with a load of 
154.6 t consists almost entirely of ammunition. Arrived without incident in Tripoli on January 
29, she left again after discharge by the next day returning to Taranto in the day of 1 February. 
In return navigation, along the Libyan coast, the Millo suffered an air attack with release of 
bombs but without consequences for our boat. 
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Overall, therefore, were transported to Tripoli, in January, 345.8 tons of war materials 
consisting mainly of ammunition, and were lost, with the sinking of the submarine Saint Bon, 
155.4 tons cargo consisting almost entirely of fuels. 

The therefore of our submarines activities in the month of January 1942 is summarized 
below: 19 ambush missions, exploratory-offensive mainly coinciding with the passages of our 
traffic directed to Libya; | protective lurking mainly anti-submarine mission carried out in 
metropolitan waters and 6 missions for transport of material, for a total of 26 missions, which 
22 submarines took part. It was not taken account the mission of the submarine Dessie 
suspended for failure of equipment aboard before reaching the assigned area. 

During these missions there were no attacks registered to enemy ships while we suffered 
an occasional aerial offense especially in the performance of transport missions. That we 
suffered activities for the action of enemy submarines, the loss of a newly constructed vessel, 
and they had to record two missions aborted on the grounds of failure of equipment aboard. 

To the loss of the Saint Bon recorded during military activity itself must be added that of 
the submarine Medusa also due to action of an enemy submarine. The submarine Medusa (Cap. 
Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Enrico Bertarelli), in that period assigned for training to the Submarine 
School at Pola, was returning to base in the early afternoon of January 30, after having 
preformed in the waters of Quamaro a series of exercises for students of the School when in lat. 
44° 45 'N long 13° 56' E (about 1 mile from Porer rock) was spotted the launch of four 
torpedoes by an enemy submarine that turned out to be the Thorn. 

While being able to avoid the maneuver three of thrown weapons, the Medusa was shot 
in the center-left of the fourth weapon that caused his almost immediate sinking. Despite the 
rush of emergency transport from the nearby base of Pola and the beginning of the immediate 
rescue operation designed to liberate from the hull, sunk in shallow water, staff not killed 
following the explosion of the weapon, where was registered 
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the painful loss of 58 men of the 60 crew on board at the time of sinking. 


2. - MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1942. 

Stabilized the land front line on the Ain el Gazala-Bir Hacheim, reached as said 
February 4, 1942, was continued on both sides beyond the effort to assist the flow of war 
materials on the operational side of every kind of which in the recent offensive carried out by 
both belligerents had had a huge consumption. So, while our side was carried out between 21 
and 24 February the operation "K 7" understood in bringing to Tripoli two convoys of 3 
steamers each, by the English was continued traffic, mainly coastal, with Tobruk. The British 
also, before the increasingly serious situation of Malta submitted to the renewed attack of the 
Axis air forces needed urgent supplies, were forced to take the risks, now very serious; to send a 
large convoy from Alexandria with more necessary materials. Since this decision originated the 
operation marked with the initials "MF 5" which took place between 12 and 16 February 1942 
and which involved the simultaneous passage of two convoys, one from Alexandria to Malta 
and the other from the opposite direction (see Vol. V "The naval actions in the Mediterranean" 
p. 134 and following). The first convoy of fast 3 steamers directly escorted by | A/A cruiser and 
7 destroyers and supported indirectly by the so-called escort Force B of 3 light cruisers and 
eight destroyers, left Alexandria on the afternoon of the 123 immediately subjected to repeated 
Italian-German air attacks during the following two days was able to hit all three steamers 
damaging them so severely that the British were forced to sink them. Meanwhile, at nightfall of 
the 13", they had come direct from Malta to east 3 big merchantmen and one oil tanker, empty, 
with the escort of Force K with 1 cruiser and six destroyers. Made the day of the ian: off the 
Gulf of Sidra, the exchange of the escorts, these three ships and the tanker with light units 
arrived in the Egyptian port of Alexandria between 15 and 16 February, while Force K, which 
in the meantime had lost the last ship of the Alexandria convoy 
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because aerial offense, returned to Malta on the morning of the 15", 

As part of these movements the activities of our submarines in February 1942 carried 
out mainly in the central and eastern Mediterranean waters (see map no. 2). Another more 
modest activity but was also held in the western basin of the Mediterranean Sea, where around 
February 10 had been reported movements of English ships. In fact the news that one cruiser 
and one British destroyer from Gibraltar were heading toward the Strait of Sicily or at least 
towards the central Mediterranean, the High Command advised of the Submarine to prepare a 
barrier in the Gulf of Genoa with submarines Colonna - H 4 and H 6 between the 11" and the 
15"" of the month patrolled north of the 44° parallel, but did not detect anything of importance. 

At the same time they were prepared three barriers along the Algerian-Tunisian coast. 
The first of these was carried out with the submarines Alagi and Brin that on February 9 took up 
positions to the north respectively of Capo de Fer and of Cape Bougaroni, about twenty miles 
from the coast. The second barrier, outside the first, was established as of 10 February with the 
submarines Axum, Aradam Turchese and off the Gulf of Philippeville. The third one was 
prepared starting from the 11" along the meridian of Cape Blanc (Tunisia) with submarines 
Narvalo and Sanfarosa to control access to the Strait of Sicily (a third submarine, the Dauphin, 
who was supposed to be part of this barrier returned to Trapani shortly after departure due to the 
leakage of fluid from the batteries due to the strong sea met and other failures of equipment 
aboard). 

Not having had further confirmation of the reported enemy movements, the three 
barriers were withdrawn at different times. At first, the day of February 13, was withdrawn the 
barrier in Tunisian waters, and then on the 16" and 20 February, respectively, the two barriers 
prepared in Algerian waters. Except an alleged sighting of a hydrophone of a naval group 
performed on the evening of 10 February by submarine Aradam part of the second barrier, 
lurking 70 miles north of Cape Bougaroni, no other sighting was made by the various other 
boats. 
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But remember that at that time raged in a violent storm from the NW area, which 
determined among other things the termination of the submarine Delfino mission and the loss of 
a lookout of the submarine Alagi dragged into the sea by a wave. These prohibitive sea 
conditions may have adversely affected both the proper functioning of the hydrophone 
equipment of the individual boats both visual discovered during the ambush on the surface. 

Towards the end of February, also in relation to an output of Force H from Gibraltar 
intended to make a aircraft fly off destined to the strengthening of the defense of Malta, 
however operation canceled due to unexpected operational problems to the aircraft to be 
launched, there was a further modest activity of our boats in the western Mediterranean and 
Ligurian Gulf. So while it was being prepared in the Gulf of Genoa, as of February 28, a 
preventive barrier with submarine H 4 -H 6 and Rismondo (former Yugoslav boat which had in 
the meantime undergone several transformations to suit our operational needs), another barrier, 
always starting from February 28, was prepared along the Algerian coast with submarine Axum, 
Aradam and Turchese. With the return to Gibraltar of Force H the two barriers were withdrawn 
in the early days of March, 

In the waters around Malta our diving was limited to three ambushes carried out by 
submarine Santarosa, Narvalo and Mocenigo between 15 and 24 February, with the task of 
protecting our traffic with Libya that, in fact, took place between 21 and 24 of the month, The 
submarines Santarosa and Narvalo patrolled the waters south of Malta deployed on the 
meridian 14° 30' E, while the submarine Mocenigo took place about 50 miles to the east of the 
island. 

Since Force K of Malta after participating in "Operation MF 5”, did not interfere with 
the conduct of our traffic with Libya, the missions of these boats did not register events 
noteworthy. 

The our greater underwater activities of the month occurred instead in central-eastern 
Mediterranean, where between 12 and 16 February was held by the British "Operation MF 5”. 
Upon learning of the early enemy movements, which actually began on the afternoon of 
February 12 with the departure of the convoy from Alexandria, the High Command of the 
submarines had prepared, as early as the 10", a strong deployment 
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of boats in the waters off the coasts of Cyrenaica, including roughly between the meridian of 
Benghazi and that of Ras Aamer, where it was assumed would take place the change in escort 
between the light forces of Alexandria and Malta, resulting in a concentration of both ships of 
war is mercantile. And in fact a boat, the submarine Menotti took place on the 10°, the 11" the 
three: submarine Ondina -Tricheco and Topazio and five boats finally started the ambush on the 
12": submarine Sirena -Dandolo - Malachite -Platino and Perla (see map n. 2). A tenth boat: 
the submarine Mocenigo, which should have taken place in the south of the area occupied by the 
Dandolo, was forced to return to base on the 12" for the inconvenience of the batteries 
accumulator without having reached the assigned area. 

In a square of about 90 miles to the side nine submarines were so concentrated with 
orders to carry out search to the Meridian with a swinging amplitude of 16 miles around the 
point assigned. The deployment was put in place so in time to intercept the opponents 
movements. Having however the convoy of Alexandria made the first part of his movement 
with enough coastal routes to take advantage of the ground based fighter security, it was ordered 
to the submarines in the day of the 13" a shift of 20 miles to the south. The evening of the 13% 
however, the convoy, arrived almost at the height of Tobruk, turned for the NW to move to the 
35° parallel where, at roughly Benghazi, would have to make the change in escort with the 
forces of Malta. This movement led incidentally to circumvent the deployment of our 
submarines which nevertheless in the day of the 14" were ordered to return on their original 
ambush points. The very morning of the 14"" different boats on the grid, especially those in the 
east, began to detect the transit of the Alexandria convoy acting by hydrophones and 
maneuvered accordingly. Extensive research was carried out fact by the Dandolo and Platino 
also outside the areas assigned to them, but did not reach eye contact. On the morning of the 
14" the submarines Sirena and Ondina, who occupied the northernmost position, observed anti- 
submarine patrol aircraft and suffered systematic search by light ships, with the launch of 
numerous depth charges, a search that lasted almost all day with different intensity. 
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The Sirena, having reported a loss of oil from the external tank that could compromise 
its safety, was forced to leave the ambush on the morning of the 137. while the Ondina because 
a failure with a internal combustion engine left the ambush at night of the 15% 

Meanwhile, on the morning of the ia the submarine Topazio (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] 
Bruno Zelick) which occupied one of the most western position of the barrier, noted by 
hydrophones movements for the NW of enemy ships. She was evidently dealing with Force K, 
which together with the convoy of Malta headed for the area of the change of escort. 

Having appreciated on the basis of subsequent hydrophonic discoveries the opposing 
force would be transited a little north of its area, the Topazio began to surface search to take 
advantage of both the increased speed is the largest field of view, alternating frequently make 
dives employment of the hydrophone to track the opponent's movement. Not having arrived 
sighting of the convoy and evaluating to be now in the transit zone of the opposing force, the 
Topazio, the evening of the 14" headed to the east and at 21:18 hour in lat. 34° 58 ' N; Long. 
19° 54' E (20 miles north of its original position) spotted at close range a big destroyer with two 
smokestacks with popular route to Alexandria. Meanwhile the submarine maneuvered to bring 
in a suitable position to carry out an aft launch, she was spotted, very close, a second destroyer. 
Forced to make a quick disengagement diving, the Topazio managed however to launch a 
torpedo against the first destroyer without being able to see the outcome. 

As can be seen from the attached graph, the Topazio was reached on the evening of the 
14" in the transit area of the Malta convoy after it had carried out, a move to the west, and 
several hours before, the change in escorts. 

Not having occurred any other contact with opposing forces, apart from the one 
described above by the submarine Topazio, the Submarine Fleet Command in the evening of the 
15"" ordered the relocation of all the boats 148 miles to the east, moving carried out by seven 
boats after the submarines Sirena and Undine were returning for break downs. This movement 
did not determined, nor could determine, the contact 
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with the opposing forces now headed to Alexandria and that had passed through the new area 
reached by our submersible well in advance. 

The deployment of these boats remained in place until the end of February 23 in view of 
our convoy operation "K 7", performed as mentioned above between the 21* and 24" of the 
month. Except for the submarine Tricheco that on the 21“, due to a failure to an internal 
combustion engine, was forced to abort the mission and head for return. In this instance the 
Submarine Command predispose the sortie from Taranto of the submarine Millo to give 
assistance in navigating to the base of Augusta, however, support that was given by the 
submarine Dandolo after it had been ordered to return to base. 

To complete the activity of our underwater forces in February 1942 would include two 
anti-trafficking cruises carried out by submarines Beilul and Dagabur along the Syrian- 
Palestinian coast, respectively, between the 13" and 22" and between the 15™ and 19". Despite 
having made even short ambush in the vicinity of the main ports, the two submarines had no 
opportunity to do any kind of action. The submarine Dagabur, after a four-day cruise in the 
assigned area, was forced to stop for sealing problems of watertight boxes. 

Was rather modest in February the activity of our submarines for materials 
transportation, registering only a mission carried out by the submarine Cagni, between the 1" 
and 9 February, for transport to Tripoli from Augusta to a load of 147.5 t of weapons and 
ammunition. 

The activity of our submarines in February 1942 can be summarized thus: 31 missions, 
considering the two missions interrupted before reaching the assigned zones, including | for 
transporting materials, with the participation of 24 boats. 

In the course of such missions was conducted one attack against light units of escort 
culminated with the launch of a torpedo, the outcome of which, however, could not be 
ascertained. 

It was carried out without incident transporting 147.5 tons of materials to the operational 
fronts. There were not recorded any loss of boats, while in recorded 6 mission interruption 
which one was due to anti-submarine counterattacks and the rest for various reasons and failure 
of equipment on board. 
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3. - MONTH OF MARCH 1942. 

Like the previous one, this month was characterized by intense naval activity on both 
sides and intended to supply their respective fighting fronts. On the Italian side in fact, in the 
period from 7 to 11 March, it was carried out the operation referred to as "V 5" understood to 
bringing to Tripoli 4 steamers loaded with urgent materials and to the return home of another 
four empty ships, taking advantage of the same escort with change of these in a prearranged 
route points. Insufficient and late information about our movements underway meant that the 
British light forces would take the sea from Alexandria only on the evening of March 10 fora 
contrast effort that actually would not occur. Already attacked in the eastern Mediterranean by 
German submarines operating therein, and the Aegean aviation, the British light forces suffered 
the loss of a light cruiser, the Naiad, hit and sunk by the submarine U-565 on the evening of the 
11 and were forced to return to the base. 

English by the precarious situation of Malta forced to make three aircraft fly off 
operations for defense of the island. The operations were led by Force H of Gibraltar that set 
sail, respectively, on the 6"", 20" and 27" of the month by performing the expected fly offs of 
fighter aircraft from aircraft carriers, while other combat aircraft reached Malta are arriving 
directly from Gibraltar. On all three occasions the Force H, which consisted of one battleship, 
two aircraft carrier, the cruiser and several destroyers, it made the fly off operations in areas 
south of the Balearic Islands in the remaining at the autonomy limits of the aircraft to be 
launched. 

In the eastern Mediterranean, as well as a foray of British light forces against our 
Rhodes positions carried out on the eae was renewed, to coincide with the second sortie of the 
Force H of Gibraltar, attempting to send to Malta a convoy of 4 steamers escorted the light 
forces of Alexandria consist of 4 cruisers and 17 DD through cooperation, in the last part of the 
route, of Force K of Malta of | light cruiser and 1 DD (see Vol. V "The Naval Actions in the 
Mediterranean" p. 152 and the following). 

Immediately subjected to intense conflict both by air and underwater (a destroyer of the 
escort: the Heytrop, was lost 
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for a torpedo from the German submarine U-562, 60 miles NNE of Sollum) the attempt led to 
the clash with our naval forces on the afternoon of March 22, clash known as the "2™ Battle of 
Sirte", during which both sides suffered losses for various causes. The attempt came to an end 
on March 23 with the arrival of the convoy in the waters of Malta, however, where it was 
destroyed by the Italian-German air forces. 

The activity thus our underwater forces in March 1942 was intended both to indirect 
protection of our movements of supply for the Libyan front and to hamper the opponents 
movements detected mainly in the western Mediterranean and gravitating to the waters of 
Malta. 

In the Ligurian Gulf (see map no. 3) in fact took ambush, on March 8, the submarine 
Baiamonti and H-6 with offensive exploratory tasks at the first sailing of the Force H of 
Gibraltar, as we briefly mentioned, it just make a fly off of aircraft in the area to the south of the 
Balearic islands. In that circumstance it resulted deployed, 50 miles south of Mallorca, also the 
submarine Brin that on the evening of March 3 was moved to the west, 40 miles north of Cape 
Falcon, in anticipation of the passage of the enemy naval forces. Our submarine in fact made 
contact with the hydrophones, the evening of the 6'", the transit of Force H direct to the east; but 
in a location which would not allowed him to make an attack. The same submarine could then, 
in March the night of the 8" spotted at a distance a squadron of destroyers headed for Gibraltar, 
where Force H, after the aircraft flying off operation, returned the same day. 

The operational area assigned to Brin, who had left the ambush on the 8'", was then 
occupied as of March 15 by the submarine Mocenigo, while the 18" also the next submarine 
Dandolo took place about 60 miles north of Cape Tenes. Both these boats, remained in ambush 
until 1 April successive, turned out so arrayed in a favorable position for a possible disruption to 
the movements of Force H of Gibraltar who performed in the month two more sorties for the 
aircraft fly off operations, respectively on the 20" and March 27. 

The submarine Mocenigo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Paolo Monechi) reached, as we said, 
the area north of Cape Falcon the evening of the 15". The afternoon of the previous day, 
however, during the transfer navigation, 
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had sighted in Algerian waters a tanker of 5,000 GRT devoid of prescribed identification marks, 
directly to the east. After having chased for several hours, to 20:56, at the ended with an attack 
at a short distance, he hits her with a torpedo amidships leaving during sinking (lat. 37° 16'N 
long. 05° 01' E, 32 miles north of Cape Carbon). Started on patrol in the area the Mocenigo, 
notified on the morning of the 20", took place a new sailing from Gibraltar of Force H, was able 
to sight it in the early afternoon. Resulting in a very favorable position for attack - almost the 
same route as that of Force H, directly to the east, at that time sailed - Mocenigo, passed the 
anti-submarine screen consists of destroyers, decided to attack the aircraft carriers launching 
aircraft at 15:33 from quite close range three torpedoes at a ship of the Argus type, lat. 36° 30'N 
long. 01° 23' W. 

Note at the moment of launching the major ships, perhaps on account of prior 
observation of the submarine, were starting to disperse. 

Forced to disengage in depth for the prompt counter-maneuver of some destroyer, the 
submarine could not see the outcome of the launch made, despite having heard three loud bangs 
almost in succession at the end of the scheduled race of the weapon. From the information 
source of the opponent does not have, however, evidence to determine what outcome the launch 
had. Dandolo deployed 120 miles NE of Mocenigo effected on this occasion only the distance 
hydrophone sighting of the opposing forces that passed through well south of its area. 

Towards the end of the month as well as during the third operation of aircraft fly off 
performed by Force H of Gibraltar, out at sea on the 27", four submarines in wait from the 28" 
for the possible interception of enemy forces when they were directed at, toward the Strait of 
Sicily. Two submarine: the Aradam and the Turchese in fact, were deployed in the waters of 
Cape Bougaroni at a range of 50 miles from the coast and two submarines: Santarosa and 
Narvalo, in the accesses to the Strait of Sicily, the first in the vicinity of the Egadi islands and 
the second a few miles from Cape Bon. (The Narvalo also arrived only on the 29") in the area. 
The four boats, not having pushed Force H over the meridian of the Balearic islands, were 
called back to base on the evening of March 31. Only the Narwhal, at the dawn of the 30", had 
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sighted off Cape Bon one cruiser and one destroyer and high speed heading for the west, but 
could not to complete the attack started, because of dense fog and rain existing squalls in the 
area. It was actually the CL Aurora and DD Avon Vale who arrived in Malta after the second 
battle of Sirte, continued to Gibraltar to escape the serious air threat to which Malta was 
submitted in that time period. 

Waters of Malta, on the occasion of our aforementioned operation “V 5”, were deployed 
as of March 6, five submarines. This is to obtain an indirect protection against possible 
incursions of enemy light forces that really did not happen. They took place the first submarine 
Corallo, Millo and Veniero, the first two in the waters SE of the island and the third in the area 
to the east and in fairly close range. Subsequently, on 11 and March 12, following the reported 
sailing of light forces from Alexandria, took to wait astride of the 35° parallel, approximately 
100 miles from Malta also the submarines Uarsciek and Onice. 

Died out the need for the deployment with the regular arrival of the same convoys 
respectively in Tripoli and in Taranto, the five boats were recalled the 12" to base. In this 
operation we recorded the loss of a boat, the Millo, the work of an enemy submarine. The 
submarine Millo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Vincenzo Amato) in fact, on the afternoon of the 14° 
was returning to base along the safety routes off Cape dell'Armi was returning to Taranto, when 
at 13:23 the point lat. 38° 27' N. long. 16° 37' E (the waters of Punta Stilo) was spotted to the 
launch of four torpedoes from the British submarine U/timatum in anti-trafficking ambush in 
that area. Hit in the center and aft by two torpedoes, the Millo sank almost immediately despite 
having implemented the security arrangements for navigation on the surface. In this painful 
circumstance they killed 57 men of the 71 members of the crew of our boat while some were 
taken prisoner by the attacking submarine. 

Convinced, on the other hand strengthened by various clues, that the enemy would 
repeat the attempt to supply Malta, failed attempt in the previous month, the Submarine Fleet 
Command was deployed from the 18" in the waters SW of Gaudo the submarines Onice and 
Platino. The two boats, started respectively 
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from Messina and Augusta on the 15", they had had an eventful transfer navigation which 
reinforced even more the possibility of an soon to be release of the opponent's forces. The Onice 
(Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Bruno Zelick) in fact, the night on the 16", 65 miles SE of Cape 
dell'Armi, had been made a target of the launch of torpedoes from an enemy submarine that our 
boat had avoided in turn engaging the enemy with cannon fire and launching of torpedoes, 
forcing him to disengage underwater. The Platino (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Innocenzo Ragusa) on the 
afternoon of the (7 in lat. 34° 30' N Long. 21° 10' E (100 miles off the coasts of Cyrenaica), 
was attacked first by an "Bristol-Blenheim" type aircraft with launch of three bombs falling 
close to the hull. The prompt reaction of our submarine’s anti-aircraft fire, however, managed to 
thwart further attacks and it flew away with visible fire on board. Attacked later by another 9 
aircraft our boat managed to disengage promptly. 

The two submarines then found themselves deployed when the British convoy destined 
for Malta's supply left Alexandria on the morning of March 20, with its direct escort. 

And in fact both boats were able to spot on the 21* the convoy to the west, giving 
information to the Submarine Command, but was unable to lead the attack due among other 
things to the prohibitive sea conditions (Platino deployed more to the east effected the sighting 
at 15:20 and the Onice at 17:47 of the 21"). 

Based on this information Supermarina could prepare the movements of our surface 
Naval Forces that the next afternoon of the day claimed the action called the "Second Sirte". 

Both submarines then again sighted on the 23" a formation of cruisers and destroyers in 
indirect escort to the convoy when these, after the clash, directed to return to Alexandria. The 
Onice effected first sighting by hydrophone and later at 14:15, the sighting of the enemy's naval 
force. The still rough seas prevented him a clear and comprehensive view of the current 
situation. It began the attack, even in adverse environmental conditions, launched at 14:33 from 
middle distance two torpedoes at the first cruiser of the formation 
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and after three minutes he felt two explosions but could not see the outcome of the attack, after 
which he suffered a brief chase on the part of the escort ships. 

The Platino sighted the same naval force about four hours later, but he could not attack 
resulting from in an unfavorable position and also hindered in the maneuver by the violence of 
the sea. These two boats that patrolled until the evening of the 18", were replaced in their 
respective areas on March 29 by the submarines Perla and Acciaio. However, since the 
missions of these submarines is mostly played in April, they will be reported in the activity of 
this month. 

Two anti-trafficking cruises were eventually carried out by submarine Galatea and 
Ametista to the waters south of Cyprus with ambushes before the main ports of Palestine and 
Syria, respectively, between the 9" and 15" and between 9" and 17 March. Of these two boats 
only Galatea (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Baroglio) carried out an action. Sighted at 01:43 of the 
16" in the waters of Beirut, about 35 miles from the port, a big motorized sailing vessel with a 
cargo of fuel, the Galatea attacked her first with cannon, then went alongside to her to sink her 
with an explosive charge while the crew of the motorized sailing vessel is put rescued in a boat. 
However sighted in the meantime a small ship in clear anti-submarine search, our submarine, 
after against it the launch of a torpedo without strike, was forced to disengage underwater 
leaving the big sailing ship sinking. 

Upon completion of the activity in the month of March 1942 we must finally mention 
two missions carried out mainly anti-submarine protection cruises in the Gulf of Taranto by 
submarine H 2 and H 8, respectively, between the 4" and 5" and between 7" and 9 March. 

The activity therefore of our submarines in this month is summarized in 20 missions 
carried out with the use of 19 boats. Two of these relate to protective anti-submarine missions 
patrolling in metropolitan waters. During these missions they were conducted 6 attacks with the 
launch of 9 weapons and 3 fire actions, realizing the probable sinking of a 5,000 GRT tanker 
and a bulk cargo motorized sailing vessel, as well as any serious damage to an aircraft. 

It is not recorded for any mission interruptions, while there was a loss of 3 boats as a 
result of actions of enemy submarines. 
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One is for submarine Millo already described, it relates to a boat used in offensive mission while 
the other two refer to the submarines Guglielmotti and Tricheco that were sunk during transfers 
between domestic ports. The submarine Guglielmotti (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Federico Tamburini) 
that in mid-October 1941 was returned to Italy after a long stay outside the Mediterranean, first 
in the Red Sea and then into the Atlantic, had turned up in mid-March for maintenance work at 
great MM [Navy] arsenal of Taranto. 

On March 15, he left this base directed to Cagliari for use in offensive missions in the 
western Mediterranean. The morning of the 17" at 06:00, at the point lat. 37° 42' N long. 15° 58 
‘E (about 15 miles south of Cape Spartivento of Calabro) was attacked and torpedoed by the 
British submarine Unbeaten. Was struck vitally Guglielmotti and sank quickly with all its crew. 
Only a few hours later it was possible to recover at sea a corpse of a member of the crew. The 
submarine Tricheco (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Giovanni Cunsolo) had departed the evening of 
March 16 to transfer from Augusta to Brindisi where he was to have a turn in the yards after the 
intense activity carried out war. In the afternoon of March 18 at 17:30, came near Brindisi, 
while he was already navigating in the safe routes for entry into port, was hit forward of the 
conning tower by a torpedo launched from the British submarine Upholder that caused its rapid 
sinking. 


4- MONTH OF APRLE 1942. 

In April continued the intense, and as you can tell undisturbed, our traffic with Libya. 
This was due to the continued violent offensive conduct against Malta by the Italian-German air 
force which was successful in that particular period of time, to neutralize it especially as a naval 
base. 

While in the steady stream of traffic carried, were carried out during two major 
operations: the first, called the “Lupo”, concerned the sending to Tripoli, between 2 and April 4, 
6 motor ships appropriately escorted; the second, called “Aprilia”, they arrived in Libya, 
between 13 and 15 April , 4 merchant also suitably escorted and all with cargos 
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especially valuable for the strengthening of our forces deployed in Cyrenaica in view of our 
next counteroffensive on that front. 

For the English part, while in the first days of the month it was provided for Malta to 
evacuate the remaining surface ships (1 cruiser and | destroyers) already damaged in previous 
aero-naval actions, on the nineteenth for Gibraltar (in Malta there were only a few submarines 
who adopted special measures to escape aerial offense), prepared at the same time an aircraft 
resupply operation designed to strengthen the island's already meager defense (operation 
"Calendar"). The operation conducted by a naval force expressly incorporated in Great Britain 
and made by the American CV Wasp, who had embarked 47 "Spitfire" type aircraft, the BC 
Renown, two CL: Charybdis and Cairo, and 11 destroyers of which two were US, it began on 
April 14 with the departure of the Naval Force from Glasgow. Crossed in the early hours of the 
19"" the Strait of Gibraltar, it was carried out in the night of the 20", presumably south of the 
Balearic Islands, the aircraft fly off from the CV Wasp that soon after with the escort ships to 
return to base. 

Of the 47 "Spitfire" launched, 46 reached Malta, where they were immediately 
employed in the defense of the island. 

In the context of these major operations, and our opponents, the use of submarines 
occurred mainly in the western Mediterranean in the waters to the SW of the Balearic and the 
north coast of Cyrenaica, the latter predominantly protective function of our traffic. Another use 
of a certain severity occurred along the eastern Tunisian coast which is also intended primarily 
for protective purposes. 

Quite apart from a brief mission carried out on the go by the submarines H / -H 4 and 
Rismondo in the Gulf of Genoa, on the occasion of the above transaction the aircraft fly off, five 
submarines took turns during the month in ambush in the western Mediterranean mainly in 
waters between the Algerian coast, the Spanish and the Balearic islands (see map no. 4). Took 
first ambush, on the 1“, the submarine Veniero 40 miles south of the Ibiza channel, followed by 
submarine Brin in a location 50 miles south of that occupied by Veniero and oh the 6" by the 
submarine Argo, 35 miles north of Cape Ferrat. As can be seen from the map n. 4, the 
submarines carried in the course of their 
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large movements missions, mainly to the Algerian coast and towards the west, in order to 
intercept the ships departing from Gibraltar for Malta to protect them from the severe air threat 
which would be subject in that base. 

The submarine Argo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Giulio Contreas) In fact, on the morning 
of April 10 at 06:45, sighted in the area and in a favorable position a cruiser with route to the 
west. However in the course of the maneuver to move to launch the sighted ship passed astern, 
he noted difficulties due to periscope depth sealing the rough seas so failed to conclude the 
attack. 

While the submarines Brin, Veniero and Argo left on 14, 16 and 21 of the month of the 
their assigned ambush areas, took place on 16"" the submarine Velella, in a zone to the south of 
Cape Palos, and the next day the 17" the submarine Emo, north of Cape Caxine. Both boats 
were so arrayed in a suitable position for the possible interception of the Anglo-American naval 
force. Actually the submarine Velella (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Febbraro) on the morning of 
the 20" at 4:40 sighted in lat. 36° 45’ N long. 0° 12' W a destroyer, apparently alone, with the 
route to the east that was probably part of the anti-submarine escort to the mentioned naval 
force. The Velella started attacking launched from close range, about 1000 meters, two 
torpedoes at the destroyer preformed so fast so to disengage due to a feeling of being in turn 
spotted. Our boat fact suffered a few minutes after a short and ineffective hunt with the launch 
of some anti-submarine depth charges. However, not having detected the explosions of the 
weapons it being confirmation of this attack the opponent's documentation, it must be held that 
the destroyer was able to notice in useful time of our attack submarine avoiding it, with 
maneuver, the weapons launched. The submarine Velella later moved south of Formentera 
patrolled these waters until the 30" of the month, while the submarine Emo remained in the area 
until May 3 next however recorded no sightings. 

Along the eastern coast of Tunisia they worked, as we mentioned before, some of our 
submarines in order to protect against possible incursions of our traffic by light units in Malta 
and to intercept any isolated opponent traffic. 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 24 


The day of April 5 took the ambush the submarines Turchese and Aradam, the first in 
the waters just north of Cape Bon and the second little to the east of Cape Kelibia (Tunisia's east 
coast). The latter, under the command of Lt. Vasc. [Leut] Oscar Gran, built a successful day of 
the 6” shortly after he had reached the area. Indeed sighted at 03:12 in the morning a big 
destroyers headed westward with a route to the coast of the Cap Bon peninsula, he went to 
perform a attack and to launched at 03:17 in lat. 36° 47' N long. 11° 05' E, from 500 meters 
away, a torpedo against the enemy ship. Surfacing a short way away watched the enemy ship 
stopped on the coast near Ras el Mirk, with a fire on board. It was actually the English destroyer 
Havock who left Malta on the evening of April 5, was heading for Gibraltar. On the ship, 
brought aground on the coast, on which later occurred the explosion of the ammunition 
magazine that broke it in two. 

Resumed the ambush in the area, Aradam received on the evening of 8 April the notice 
of probable passage of a cruiser escorted by a destroyer, also headed to the west. In fact the next 
morning at about 05:00 sighted the reported ships that ran on Kelibia lighthouse, but due to the 
unfavorable position of sight could not bring them into launch. The same ships (the cruiser was 
the Penelope) were later sighted, as we have already reported, by our submarine Argo in the 
early hours of the 10", but managed to escape the attack of the boat latter also. 

The submarines Turchese and Aradam left the ambush respectively on 11 and 20 April, 
but were replaced from the 21“ by submarines Corallo and Onice both deployed along the 
eastern shores of the Bon peninsula. The Corallo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Gino Andreani) 
intercepted the morning of 28 April at 04:10 hours in lat. 37° O1' N long. 11° E, a big motorized 
sailing vessel and a Tunisian xebec, directed to Bona. Since their transit did not appear 
authorized he sank them with gunfire taking prisoner 13 crewmen. The two smaller ships were 
found to be the schooners Dar el Salam of 138 GRT and the xebec Tunis 41 GRT. 

The submarine Onice (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Bruno Zelick), deployed to the south of 
Corallo, sighted, also in the early hours of 28 April, a large submarine certainly enemy against 
which he launched two 
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torpedoes but they were prevented by the enemy ship which immediately disengaged 
underwater. 

These two boats continued their ambushes until the first days of May but did not make 
any further sightings. 

The waters north of Cyrenaica coast, including roughly between the meridians of 
Apollonia and Tobruk and riding the 34° parallel, were those where the most intense and 
continuous developed the activities of our submarines in April, with the aim to make a distant 
intense traffic protection in place between the metropolitan and the Libyan ports. In fact in these 
waters took turns, in pairs, six boats. 

They patrolled at first (see map no. 4) from March 29 to April 9, the submarines Acciaio 
and Perla, detected between the 8" and 21 April by the Malachite and Uarsciek submarine, in 
turn detected between April 20th and 1 May the submarines Ondina and Sirena. 

For in the month the British did not carry out any major movement between Egyptian 
ports and Malta or incursions of light forces to the central Mediterranean, the ambushes of these 
submarines proved purely precautionary. Only the submarine Acciaio received in the early days 
of the month enemy aerial activity escaping on two occasions attacks conducted against him. 

In the Aegean finally the submarine Nereid effected between 5 to 15 April a mainly anti- 
submarine patrol north of the Cyclades group, without detecting anything important. Equally 
with mainly anti-submarine task operated in the Gulf of Taranto the submarine H 8 and H 2 who 
performed ambushes and anti-submarine search respectively in the nights on 22, 23 and 30 
April. 

Overall 21 submarines carried in the month of April 1942, 22 missions of which 3 are to 
be assigned to anti-submarine ambush in metropolitan waters. 

Over the course of 19 missions with offensive-exploratory tasks were conducted 4 
attacks including 2 against enemy light ships and 2 against small ships, culminating with the 
launch of three torpedoes and two actions of shelling. The confirmed results were putting out of 
action of 1 DD of 1340 tons as a substandard result of resulting in the torpedoing and sinking of 
2 SV(m) for a total of 179 GRT. 
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There was not record any the loss of a boat or interruptions of missions by enemy 
surface or by air. 


5 - THE MONTH OF MAY 1942. 


In May 1942, the physiognomy of operations at sea carried out by both belligerents did 
not undergo substantial changes as compared to the previous April. 

From our side continued intense and we can say without interruptions traffic with Libya 
(see Volume VII. The defense of the traffic with the North Africa ") while reflecting the 
renewed air contrast due to the reinforcements in the meantime arrived in Malta, after the 
exhaustion of the offensive waged mainly by the German X Aerial Corp. However, in almost 
continuous flow of traffic to and from Libya, were carried out in the month by two major 
transactions called "Mira" and "Lero" respectively held between the 10" and 12" and between 
the 16" and 18 May and arrangements, the first, a convey to Tripoli of 6 large modern merchant 
vessels with troops and major cargo of materials and, second, in bringing to Benghazi and 
Tripoli 3 large fast motor ships. 

The British carried out at the same time in the western Mediterranean two fly offs of 
aircraft to aircraft to Malta, while in the central and eastern Mediterranean were trying, 
unsuccessfully, to interfere in our traffic with Libya with action of light units. Between 8 and 10 
May it was held in the western Mediterranean "Operation Bowery" understood in bringing to 
Malta 64 "Spitfire". They were attended by the US aircraft carrier Wasp, coming this time with 
its cargo of aircraft from Britain, and the British aircraft carrier Eagle, escorted by a force of 
Gibraltar consists of 1 battleship, 2 cruisers and nine destroyers, including two Americans. 

Carried out at dawn on the 9"" the fly off aircraft from aircraft carriers, presumably in the 
area south of the Balearic Islands, all ships returned the 10" to Gibraltar, while the CV Wasp 
continued for Great Britain. Simultaneously with the fly off of the British operations they 
planned the passage from Gibraltar to Malta and back again the fast minelayer, Welshman, 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 











USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 





USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 27 


with a load of materials and personnel and intended for the defense of the island. She 
presumably arrived in Malta on the afternoon of the 10", the Welshman will depart again seven 
hours later returning to Gibraltar on May 12. 

While the CV Wasp with other ships was accomplishing where on her mission, at the 
same time from Alexandria on the 10" four large destroyers of the class "Jervis" with the aim of 
intercepting our direct merchant traffic to Benghazi. However, spotted the 11° by Italian- 
German Aegean aviation they were immediately subjected to heavy air attacks and forced to 
desist from the mission, trying to return to base. However, three of the four destroyers were lost. 

On May 17, then two aircraft carriers, the British Eagle and Argus escorted by one 
cruiser and 7 destroyers left Gibraltar again to perform another fly off of "Spitfire" type aircraft 
for the further strengthening of Malta. Made at the dawn of the 15", the launch of the 17 aircraft 
from the Eagle (the torpedo planes boarded on the CV Argus had to remain on board for trouble 
to the engines) the naval formation returned to Gibraltar in the day of 20 May. 

Therefore, the location of our submarines, was also in this month mainly connected with 
naval activity on both sides. It was thus a concentration of boats south of the Balearic Islands 
and in the vicinity of the Strait of Sicily with the task of intercepting enemy naval movements, 
and a deployment in the north of Cyrenaica waters to ensure some protection to our traffic with 
Libya against any raids of enemy light units from Alexandria. 

In the south of the Balearic waters (see map no. 5) in the area roughly between the 
meridians 01° and 04° E, they operated seven boats divided into two groups. 

They were part of the first group of the submarine Mocenigo -Otaria -Turchese and 
Dessie who took ambush spaced in time: the submarine Mocenigo, on May 1, 60 miles north of 
Cape Blanc (Algeria), the submarine Otaria and Turchese on May 4, the first 30 miles north of 
Cape Caxine, and the second at 50 miles south of Formentera; and finally the submarine Dessié 
May 7 in the waters south of the Ibiza channel. Based on the information received on the output 
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of British forces from Gibraltar for the first operation of aircraft fly off, held from 8 to 10 May, 
these submarines to start from the evening of May 8 moved into the large transfer zone, usually 
to the south, in an attempt to intercept the enemy forces. Only the submarine Mocenigo, 
however, was able to carry out, in the morning of 9, distance-sighting of light units, but which is 
in good position to conduct an attack. Meanwhile the submarine Turchese left the area on the 
14°. the other three boats had to, according to the task orders, continue their mission until the 
end of May 20, also turned out opportunely deployed so on the sortie of the Gibraltar forces, 
which took place between 17 and May 20 for the second operation of aircraft fly off. And in fact 
the submarine Mocenigo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Paolo Monechi) on the morning of 18, at 
about 08:00, sighted in lat. 37° 05' N long. 31° 03' E, the enemy formation directed to the east. 
Started the attack and unable to fire at the aircraft carriers presenting as the beta was too tight, 
launched at 8:26 from 1200 meters away, three torpedoes at the cruiser, noting clearly, after 90 
seconds of racing, following the explosion of the weapons followed by another gloomy 
explosion. Forced to disengage at depth was subjected for several hours to intense but 
inaccurate anti-submarine hunting that brought him some defects to the trim boxes for which he 
was forced to leave the area that evening, heading to return to the base. Because from the 
opponent's documentation does not gather information related to this attack is assumed that the 
results obtained may not seriously compromised operational efficiency of the ship. 

While the first group of boats was ordered to complete the missions, began to deploy the 
second group formed by submarines Veniero, Brin and Argo. The Brin and Veniero fact took 
ambush on May 19 in the vicinity of areas already initially assigned to the submarines Dessié 
and Otaria, while the Argo took place on the pp hige 40 miles NW of Cape Caxine. 

The missions of these three boats that were supposed to be prolonged until the first days 
of June were very moved as only the submarine Brin was able to complete the ambush, while 
the submarine Veniero, as we shall see, was lost to enemy action. 

Already there in the area during the second operation conducted in the month by British 
forces, the submarine Brin effected, beginning 
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from the evening of the 20", a large shift towards the SW bringing her to the coast of Algeria 
and the Veniero a shift towards the east, traveling though that did not lead to intercept enemy 
forces already in the process of return. 

The intense activity by our submarines in areas south of the Balearic Islands and along 
the coast of Algeria, the area chosen by the Gibraltar forces for operations of fly off, had forced 
the British to carry large anti-submarine air patrols, generally carried out by “Sunderland” type 
aircraft specially equipped for this task. 

May 27 at 23:50 in fact our submarine Argo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pasquale Gigli) which 
operated 40 miles NW of Cape Caxine, suffered the attack of an aircraft of this type that 
launched against him four bombs and carried out a strafing. The ready fire reaction of our boat, 
which had suffered from the explosion of bombs including some fault failures of numerous 
elements of the batteries, the plane managed to desist from further attacks, allowing our 
submarine to dive. However, due to infiltration of water in the hull detected during the dive, the 
Argo was forced to abort the mission and head for the return. The next day, at about 14:00, 
while on the surface was moving away from the patrol area, the submarine was caught again in 
a patrolling plane done by another "Sunderland" type aircraft and subjected repeatedly to launch 
of bombs. 

Also on this occasion the prompt reaction of fire of our boat, unable to disengage 
underwater for previously reported failures, forced the plane attacker, repeatedly hit by the 
machine gun fire, to desist from further action. The new attack unfortunately had caused other 
damage including a gash in the hull, while a bomb had got stuck in the gap, which aggravated 
the already precarious conditions of the submarine. 

A few hours later the Argo suffered a third attack this time by an "Lockhed Hudson" 
type aircraft with new launch of bombs, but again she could with the maneuver and fire of their 
machine guns to foil the threat, putting to target repeated blows on the plane, forcing him to 
move away. 
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On the morning of May 30 our very battered submarine reached its base of Cagliari. 

Intense patrolling by enemy aircraft carried out at that time could not possibly escape the 
submarine Veniero (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Elio Zappetta) lurking about 60 miles to the east of 
Argo’s zone. The Veniero, which had taken place since the 19", he made the sighting of enemy 
forces on the afternoon of the 29" and this had been communicated to the Submarine Command 
with repeated telegrams of discovery, the last of which was launched at 23:30 of the 29" After 
that time there were no more news of the Veniero, so you may think that it is a victim with all 
its crew of aerial anti-sub action while not ruling out other possible causes. 

Along the Tunisian coast and in the Sicilian Channel waters were active in the month 
five submarines divided themselves into two groups. On the occasion of the first sortie from 
Gibraltar and on the hypothesis that the forces of said sortie, as well as the now customary of 
aircraft fly off, could mask a transition of ships from Gibraltar to Malta and eventually to the 
Middle East, two ambushes were set up, one in proximity of Cape Kelibia (Bon peninsula) with 
submarine Perla who arrived in the area on the 10", and one to the east of the island in the 
waters of Galite with submarine Uarsciek who arrived the day of 11 May. The opportunity of 
the arrangements adopted was demonstrated by the fact that the submarine Perla (Ten Vasc. 
[Leut.] Giovanni Celeste) in on the night of 11 May at 03:55, sighted a ship probably a warship 
that navigated at high speed and grazing the coastal routes headed for the scapular of Cape Bon, 
he attacked from close range, by making the launch of the two stern torpedoes without being 
able to detect the outcome of the launch itself. 

The attached ship features in depth in the mission report of our submarine suggests that 
it should be the fast minelayer Welshman presumably come to Malta in the day of the 10" and 
departed the same evening to return to Gibraltar. An error in the appreciation of the speed or the 
timely spotting contrails of torpedoes from the target may have led to the failure of the attack, as 
it does not appear that the minelayer Welshman had been damaged in this action. 
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The two submarines were in ambush until the 25" the next, patrolling large areas along 
the Tunisian coast, but do not have any more important encounters. 

They were replaced, as of May 24, by submarines Corallo and Aradam, which began 
respectively the ambush in the waters to the east of La Galite and north of Cape Blanc. These 
two boats extended their missions until the first decade of June. 

In the last days of the month also the submarine Alagi had a brief wait in the northern 
part of the Strait of Sicily, south of the Egadi islands, to control channel access that way. 

Finally in the central and eastern Mediterranean, off the coast Cyrenaica, 5 of our 
submarines assured, taking turns in ambush, patrolling almost continuously throughout the 
month in protection of our traffic in place with the Libyan and Cyrenaica ports against possible 
incursions of light units from Alexandria. 

At first, between 2" and May 12, they operated the submarines Galatea and Nereid, 
replaced the 13" by submarines Asteria and Platino patrolled until 25 May. These in turn were 
replaced, 26" by the submarine Beilul but, shortly after arriving in the area, was moved far to 
the east along the Egyptian coastline overlooking Ras Uleima, in order to intercept the coastal 
traffic that the British had in place there. 

Apart from a sighting of light units carried out on the night of the 15" by the submarine 
Asteria and an attack on the coastal traffic conducted by the submarine Beilul after arriving in 
the new area and of which will be mentioned in the operational analysis of June, no other 
significant event took place. The submarine Asteria, the evening of the 15th, had recently made 
the emergence and was running double depth for the night ambush on the surface, when sighted 
from a very close a destroyer who ran at him at high speed. 

Made a rapid dive the Asteria managed to avoid being rammed, but had to suffer a 
subsequent hunt with the launch of numerous depth charges that brought him no harm but 
affected operational efficiency. 

In addition to the missions mentioned above they were conducted during various anti- 
submarine patrols in metropolitan waters and a special mission to transport commando’s means. 
They participated in the first 
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submarines Menotti, Mameli and Squalo with 3 missions in the upper Adriatic between 14 and 
26 May, and the submarine H 8 who made anti-submarine search in the Gulf of Taranto on the 
nights on 2, 13 and 15 May. 

The submarine Ambra participated in the special assault mission who had recently 
completed the necessary work of modification for the transport of SLC (torpedoes to run slow) 
and the resulting preparatory training for the crew. 

The aim of this new action of assault craft, to be made in the days around the new moon 
of May was again on the naval base of Alexandria where it was hoped to get just as good results 
as those obtained in the action carried out the previous December. As are present for other raids, 
this time the operators of the means they would board the submarine as close as possible to the 
objective to attack, for which it was chosen the base of Lero where they would arrive from Italy 
by air. 

On April 29, then at 12:25 the submarine Ambra, under the command of Lt. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Mario Arillo, carrying special equipment in the assault craft, left La Spezia and moved 
to Lero where he should take aboard the operators, the final preparation for the mission. The 
submarine, after a smooth sailing and without having encountered any accident, he came to 
Leros at 18:45 on May 5, where he immediately began the preparation of operations of both the 
vessel and of special means. 

On the morning of 9 May at 06:20, after having boarded the operators of the assault 
craft, the submarine Ambra left the base of Portolago beginning the approach to the target. 
However, due to an imperfect seal on exhaust valves of the internal combustion engines it was 
forced to return to base the next morning to proceed to port, the verification and for the failure 
to eliminate. But off again the next day without thereby jeopardizing the planned course of 
action to be performed predictably around 14 May. Carried out on 12 and 13 May witha 
smooth adjustment with secret navigation, on the evening of day 14 at 19:25 the Ambra reached 
the desired point for the sortie of the operators, about 1.5 miles at 30° from Ras el faro Tin, 
where it rested at a depth of 10.5 meters. After corresponded surface exploration on the reserve 
armament, making it come out of the sentry box of the bow, at 20:25 the submarine was 
surfacing in the beginning 
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the unloading of operators and means from the cylinder containers, the operation is completed at 
20:50. Then recovered the reserve personnel, at 21:05 of the 14" the Ambra began navigating 
back to La Spezia where she arrived on the 24" at 11:20. 

As refers to the action of the assault craft see Vol. XIV, "The assault craft." 

Overall 22 submarines carried this month 24 missions, including 17 with mostly 
offensive-exploratory tasks against the opposing traffic, 6 of protective anti-submarine ambush 
in metropolitan waters and 1 special mission to transport of commandos and means. The activity 
recorded two attacks, one against a cruiser and one likely against a fast minelayer, culminating 
in the launch of five torpedoes. In the course of their activities our boats encountered a 
heightened vigilance in opposing aerial patrol their assigned areas, especially in the more 
western Mediterranean, which involved frequent attacks also brilliantly supported. On such 
occasions indeed our submarines managed to damage with their fire two aircraft. 

On the other hand we suffered the painful loss of a boat, the submarine Veniero, loss, 
however it was not possible to ascertain if due to air strikes or attacks of anti-submarine naval 
units. 

The lively enemy naval-air reaction also led to the interruption of two mission. 


6. - MONTH OF JUNE 1942. 

While continued by sea the strong supply to reinforce the Axis forces in North Africa 
with men and materials, beginning on the afternoon of May 26 along the front: Ain El Gazala - 
Bir Hacheim, a powerful counteroffensive initially intended, after beating enemy forces and the 
elimination of the fortress of Tobruk, and to regain the Libyan-Egyptian border. Developed with 
great success on the operational plan had taken on June 21 with the fall of Tobruk, while the 
British VIII Army heavily defeated with heavy losses in men and material was in retreat, the 
Axis forces continued on their way to the East exploitation of success, 
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contacting on June 30 with the new enemy lines at El Alamein. 

The month of June so, during which mainly developed our counter-movement, also 
entailed a shift towards the east of the maritime supply lines, being able to exploit the Cyrenaica 
new anchorages opportunity again fallen into our hands, while the remaining ports of Tripoli 
and Benghazi but especially the first one, the main centers of the discharge. 

Throughout the month, therefore, continue our very intense maritime traffic intended to 
convey supplies to the operating Army that the battle required (see Vol. VII -The defense of the 
traffic with North Africa, p. 274 and following). 

However, on the enemy side development of the strategic situation which had imposed 
mandatory a consistent supply of the base in Malta, which alone could be a powerful thorn in 
the side of our traffic thus leading to a slowdown and perhaps the rest of our counter-offensive 
on Libyan front. So while in the first days of the month, and exactly between the 2™ and 4" and 
between the 8" and 10 J une, the Gibraltar forces composed of | aircraft carrier, the two cruisers 
and several destroyers, proceeded to make two aircraft fly off operations ( operations "Style" 
and "Salient") succeeding in bringing to Malta on the whole 55 "Spitfire" it was preparing the 
most important operation for the simultaneous resupply of Malta with two heavily escorted 
convoys, one from the west and one from the east in an attempt to surprise our reaction ability 
with the subdivision of forces scheduled for this occasion (operations "Harpoon" and 
“Vigorous”’). 

The appreciation of the operational plan made by Supermarina of the enemy in that fact 
(see also vol. V “The Naval operations” p. 235) was the following: 


° Transit of a Convoy from Gibraltar of the west very early after the departure of that 
from Alexandria and escort the first with relevant naval forces in order to: 


° attracting to the Western theater our attention and then the bulk of our naval forces in 
conditions of almost equal in any tactical action, given the presence of two CV; 
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° consequential easier to convey to Malta of the east convoy, the most significant but 
less protected, while our forces would be engaged in the western Mediterranean; 


° result in the division of the Italian forces, with increased probability to convey both 
convoys to Malta unscathed or at least with no significant losses. 


° Wide deployment of submarines, aerial reconnaissance and aero-torpedo activities in 
the central Mediterranean. 


To confirm the particular importance which the British had to give the eastern convoy, 
they were to be considered the surprise actions they committed against some of our airports but 
had not obtained the results that the enemy was expected. 

Following these appreciations, by Supermarina the contrast maneuver was set to the 
following criteria: 


a) the Western 
- Face with a very wide array of submarines on the west convoy in all areas of the 
western Mediterranean; 


- Rely on air contrast in the south of Sardinia to cripple the convoy and the forces 
designed to protect it beyond Cape Bon, being definitely expected that the main 
forces would not be pushed beyond Cape Bon; 


- Engage the convoy by surprise at dawn of the 15" (calculated on the basis of its speed), 
after its passage through the barriers of submarines, with a group of light units and 
are specifically suited for combat in confined and threatened waters; 


- Hinder with torpedo boats and motor torpedo boats transit of the convoy through the 
required passages between the barrages of mines in the Strait of Sicily. 
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b) the Eastern 


- Intercept the convoy from Alexandria with the main naval forces, trying to engage him 
in the morning hours in order to avoid delaying the contact so they could escape into 
the night; 


- If the enemy had caught fighting at a distance (that is, he reversed course in time to 
avoid being reached by our ships), forcing him to retreat to the east of the many 
miles it is not possible to recover, reversing the route, in the night hours, persuading 
thus the futility to try again the next morning. 


c) the Center 


- Overseeing the Malta approaches both on the east side and from the west side, with a 
strong barrier of submarines. 


Let's see how actually the events took place. 


In the night between 11 and 12 June the first convoy from England and consists of 5 
ships with direct escort of 10 destroyers and two cruisers, was passing through the Straits of 
Gibraltar directed to the east. Meanwhile from Gibraltar had gone out on the evening of the 11" 
the so-called Force T intended to participate in the continuation of the operation in the 
Mediterranean (Operation "Harpoon"). It consisted of one battleship, two aircraft carriers, two 
A/A. cruisers and 7 destroyers. Along with this force had taken the sea 4 fleet minesweepers, 6 
motor gunboats, | fast minelayer (Welshman with a special load) and one oil tanker. A tanker 
ship also with an escort of two corvettes, was destined to refueling at sea, if necessary, of the 
various ships participating in the operation. This large naval force, past the narrow, was divided 
into two main groups (not considering the mobile logistical support unit). 

The first group comprising | battleship, 2 aircraft carriers, two. cruisers, 1 A/A cruiser 
and 8 destroyers, took on the task of distance support of the second group comprising the 
convoy of five ships and the tanker and 
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the fast minelayer Welshman, escorted by the remaining forces consist of | A/A cruiser, 9 
destroyers and smaller ships (minesweepers and motor gunboats). The convoy, submitted soon 
to our violent Naval Air offense that caused serious damage, continue together until the evening 
of the 14"" when it arrived in the vicinity of the Strait of Sicily, the first group to the west drew 
near the convoy, or rather what was left of it, with its direct escort headed for Malta coming 
under attack the next morning in the waters of Pantelleria from our VII Naval Division which 
on that occasion brought a brilliant success (see vol. V "the naval actions in the Mediterranean," 
p. 230 and following). On the 18" the surviving British forces, both those in the support group 
and those of direct escort to the convoy, returned to Gibraltar. During the operation had been 
sunk two destroyers, three merchant ships and one oil tanker, while had been more or less 
severely damaged 2 cruisers, five destroyers and one steamer. 

While in the western Mediterranean was held "Operation Harpoon", in the eastern 
Mediterranean another convoy of 11 ships escorted by units of the Mediterranean Fleet 
attempted passage to Malta defying our expected substantial air and naval reaction (operation 
"Vigorous"). A first section of the convoy consists of 4 steamers escorted by one A/A cruiser 
and 8 destroyers, left Port Said on June 11, preceding by more than a day the other two sections 
of the convoy, respectively of 5 and 2 steamers that sailed from Haifa and Alexandria escorted 
the bulk of the forces of Alexandria that had been appropriately reinforced at the beginning of 
the month with ships taken from other areas, mainly the Far East. 

A assembled convoy would therefore participated in the direct and indirect escort of 11 
steamers, 8 cruisers of | which anti-aircraft, 26 destroyers, 4 corvettes, 2 minesweepers team, | 
special ship and two rescue ships, really powerful force and deemed appropriate to ensure the 
arrival in Malta of the precious convoy, arrival scheduled for June 16. 

Submitted soon to the offensive action of the Italian-German Aegean air force, the 
British convoy-escort force suffered severe damage while from Taranto set out to sea our battle 
fleet to be determined to bar the enemy access to the central Mediterranean. 
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On days 12, 13, 14 and June 15 they were carried out as well on both sides, in the 
central-eastern predominantly, numerous air actions, designed to wear down the opposing 
forces, with mutual damage but more sensitive by the Englishman who suffered various losses 
and numerous damages among the ships of the convoy and escort. While we suffered torpedo 
damage from torpedo bombers to the battleship Littorio and the loss of the CA. Trento hit by 
torpedo and sunk later by a submarine, the British had three destroyers and two ships sunk and 
three cruisers, 1 Corvette, 2 steamships and one special vessel, damaged. (See vol. V "The naval 
actions in the Mediterranean," p. 280 and following). 

Unable to continue, the English force, on the afternoon of the 15° received orders to 
return to Alexandria still suffering the loss of a cruiser on the morning of 16" by the German 
submarine U-205. 

As part of these operations and the operational criteria adopted by Supermarina, which 
we did mention previously, the use of our submarines in the month of June 1942 (see map n. 6) 
was centered mainly in three areas of the central and western Mediterranean, namely: in areas 
south of the Balearic islands, between the island La Galite and Cape Bon, in the waters to the 
west and to the east of Malta. In other areas, such as the waters off the coast of Cyrenaica, our 
underwater ambush was more modest despite the attacking activities carried out there. But it 
must remember that in those waters were operating as some of the German submarines present 
in the Mediterranean. 

In the three areas referred to the activities of our boats it was then carried out mainly in 
the opponent's operations concurrently testing a new in mass employment policy, maneuver, 
submarines that would allow both their timely intervention against enemy forces, and less 
attrition of the boats themselves. The activity was in fact held in the first nine days of the 
month, on the occasion of the two sorties made by the forces of Gibraltar for aircraft fly off 
operations; around 1.5 per day, on the occasion of operations "Harpoon" and "Vigorous"; and 
finally towards the end of the month, since the command of the submarines, according to some 
sightings, had appreciated it had in place a second convoy from Gibraltar to Malta, which 
however, was not made by the British. 
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In the period June | to 9 2 boats: submarines Brin and Malachite, patrolled areas to N 
and NW of Algiers, respectively 30 and 80 miles from the coast (the Brin was lurking from May 
19 and Malachite arrived in the area on 1 June); another 2 submarines: Giada and Acciaio, took 
place on the 6" respectively 20 miles N of Cape Tenes 60 miles NW of Cape Caxine. In the 
access to the waters of the Sicilian Channel, in the same period of time, were deployed as early 
as May 25, two other submarines: Corallo and Aradam, respectively, to the east of the island La 
Galite and north of Cape Blanc, about 25 miles from the coast. 

The Maltese waters remained at this time undefended while along the coast of Cyrenaica 
were operating, as we shall see, two submarines. 

Then at the first sortie of the Gibraltar forces for the operation of aircraft fly off, took 
place between 2 and 4 June, two submarines were in the sea in areas south of the Balearic and 
two submarines in Tunisian waters. The first two ship sightings both happened at a great 
distance that most likely were part of such forces but did not result in a favorable position to 
conduct an attack. 

With the arrival in the area, on the 6" the submarines Acciaio and Giada, 4 boats were 
thus deployed between the Balearic Islands and the coasts of Algeria at the second sortie of the 
Gibraltar forces for operation of aircraft fly off held between the 8" and 10": the submarines 
Acciaio -Giada -Brin and Malachite. None of these effected sightings of enemy forces while the 
Brin stumbled on June 7 on an anti-submarine patrol aircraft probably carried out in anticipation 
of the impending operation of fly off, suffering two attacks culminated with the launch of 
various bombs that caused some slight damage. The reaction of fire but our boat was able in 
both cases to desist attacking aircraft from further actions, damaging them visibly. 

The two submarines deployed along the Tunisian coast, well away from the area so 
action of the Gibraltar forces, the only the Corallo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Gino Andreani) 
intercepted the 7" at 02.00, about lat. 37° 24' N long. 09° 10'E, the motorized sailing vessel 
Hady M'‘hamed of 26 GRT, suspected of trafficking for the enemy, sinking it with cannon fire 
after recovering the six crewmen. 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 40 


While the above mentioned 6 boats left their assigned areas, respectively, had to take a 
stand on the 9" to the south of the Balearic waters, the submarine Velella and Zaffiro, and in 
Tunisian waters, the submarine Alagi (the latter departed the morning of the 8" had reached in 
the evening of the same day the patrol area 20 miles north of Cape Blanc already patrolled by 
the Aradam). 

Of these the submarine Zaffiro (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Carlo Mottura) which had been 
assigned to a zone 50 miles south of Cape Solinas (Mallorca) gave no news of her after the 
departure from Cagliari in the early morning hours of the 8". It would seem to be the victim of 
an enemy air attack on the 9"" in lat. 38° 21' N long. 3° 21' E, this hypothesis is acceptable for 
previous attacks suffered by our submarine Brin in waters still closer to the Algerian coast. 

Another painful incident also occurred to register during the establishment of this 
deployment. The submarine Alagi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Sergio Puccini) in fact, it was for a few 
hours arrived in the assigned patrol area when, about 21:00 of the gm sighted a convoy to 
rounding Cape Bon, the result then being a national convoy escorted by our light ships and of 
which our submarine had not been informed. In fact the convoy, it had to make the conversion 
course, it was at that moment outside the planned transit area. The Alagi started attacking 
launched at 21:19 a salvo of three torpedoes at the nearest escort ship, turned out to be the 
destroyer Usodimare, hitting it with a torpedo on his right side and caused her rapid sinking. 

While the Velella and Alagi continued their ambush south of the Balearic Islands and 
along the Tunisian coast, had early, on the 12" operation "Harpoon" with the passage of the 
Straits by the convoy coming from Britain and the simultaneous output from Gibraltar of escort 
forces. Having recorded over the 12 days the actual texture of the enemy operations, the High 
Command of the submarines, according to other arrangements adopted by Supermarina in fact, 
began a strong deployment of submarines in all areas of the western Mediterranean and waters 
Malta. The 13" fact 4 boats: Acciaio - Giada - Uarsciek and Emo were deployed in the waters 
off the Algerian coast between Cape Bougaroni and Cape Caxine, about 60 miles from 
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the coast, and 2 boats: Dessie and Aradam in the waters to the west of Malta (see map no. 6a). 
On the 14" other two boats: submarines Bronzo and Otaria, they reached the Algerian waters, 
while the submarine Onice took a position to the west of Malta. 

On the 15" the submarine Malachite also reached the assigned area to the NW of 
Algiers and 6 boats: submarines Corallo -Ascianghi -Axum -Atropo -Micca and Zoea stood in 
line in the waters to the west and to the east of Malta (the latter for any interception of a 
contemporary convoy from Alexandria). 

On the 16", finally it took place to the west of Malta also the submarine Platino. 

It had been so made an impressive deployment of submarines (ie 19 submarines 
including the two, Velella and Alagi, the beginning of the operations were already at sea and not 
to mention the lost submarine Zaffiro in the meantime due to enemy action) to counter the 
enemy operations both during transit of the convoy to Malta and the escort in navigating back to 
the base. 

Therefore, we examine the sequence of events keeping in mind the sequence of 
aforesaid sides as well as the routes taken by enemy forces and reported in the aforementioned 
map n. 6a. On the morning of the 13 the submarine Bronzo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Cesare 
Buldrini) and Oraria (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alberto Gorini), while navigating on the surface for 
transfer to her zone, revealed an intense aerial anti-submarine patrol, an indication of the 
passage soon of the convoy. While the Bronzo was able to disengage with quick immersion the 
attack of a "Sunderland" spotted, the Otaria sustained the attack on the surface by the aircraft 
but reacting with the fire of their weapons, repeatedly hitting the attacking air who was forced to 
move away. During the attack, at the time which he was maneuvering the to avoid the bombs 
launched and machine-gun fire, he had a man on the bridge not seriously injured. Shortly after 
the action the submarine also managed to disengage underwater. In the early hours of the 14", 
the first submarine Uarsciek (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Raffaello Allegri) and then the submarine 
Giada (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Gaspare Cavallina), deployed off the Gulf of Philippeville, attacked 
the enemy formation. In fact, the submarine Uarsciek, sighted at 01:40 hrs. in lat. 38° 02’ N, 
long. 
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05° 06' E, the naval force directed to the east, attacked launching at medium distance 01:52 
attack a salvo of three torpedoes at two large shapes obscured probably part of the convoy 
escort. However, it could not remain on the surface for observation of the results due to the 
launch of some destroyers counter-maneuvers but heard clearly, after two minutes of the arms 
race, two strong explosions. 

Resurfaced after about 20 minutes after the attack to launch the discovery signal, 
observed in zone 2 destroyers, one stationary and one proceeding at low speed. It is having 
remained, however, with a dearth of compressed air where desist from further attacks and 
disengage. 

An hour and a half after the attack by the Uarsciek, the Giada detected by hydrophones 
next transit of the reported convoy and began the approach to it. At 4:40 in lat. 37° 55' N long. 
06° 12' E, sighted, this way, both the convoy and many escort ships which in slow motion 
directed to the east (probably reordering the formation as was carried out after a refueling). 
Recognizing variety of ships (18 silhouettes including warships and merchant) an aircraft carrier 
of the "Eagle" type, directed the attack on the surface at this launching, at 05:05 from 2500 
meters away, a salvo of four torpedoes, according to the enemy documentation, they would not 
hit the target while having our boat clearly detected, after about two minutes after launch, two 
strong explosions. However, since our submarine was submitted immediately after a strong 
hunting by the light units which launched several depth charges, it may be that the explosions 
heard you can refer to the first bombs dropped as it does not appear that the Eagle has reported, 
in that circumstance, damages prejudicial to its operational efficiency. 

In the late afternoon of the same day of the 14", approximately at 18:00 hrs, the enemy 
fleet, arrived in the vicinity of the channel of Sicily, was spotted by the submarine Alagi (Ten. 
Vasc. [Leut.] Sergio Puccini) patrolling off the coast of Bizerte. 

Since the formation in about that time was performing a series of evolutions to let free 
the convoy of ships head for Malta with its particular escort, the Alagi failed on that occasion to 
bring to the launch despite having 
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repeatedly attempted attack against different targets. A few hours later, however, the submarine 
resumed contact with the ships of the force of Gibraltar, left the convoy, had reversed course 
and headed for the west and at 21:05 was able to launch two highly angulated torpedoes against 
an aircraft carrier, but did not hit. 

On the day of the 15" the convoy, while with its escort proceeded towards Malta, 
subjected to intense air and naval conflict on the part of our ships area that caused great 
casualties, was spotted between 16:00 and 17:10 by two of our boats on the grid to the west of 
Malta: the Ascianghi and Onice, but they failed to arrive at the launch. To be mentioned, 
however, that the British, in light of the arrival in Malta of the convoy, had prepared a large 
aerial antisubmarine patrols in the waters around the island, patrolling in which they 
encountered, without any damage, the submarines Ascianghi and Micca but hindered in part the 
activities of our submarines deployed in those waters. 

Meanwhile the main escort forces who were returning to Gibraltar were spotted again 
from many of our boats to start the submarine Ofaria made two separate sightings on the 15", 
and on days 16" and 17" by submarine Bronzo, Malachite and Emo who were ordered to 
perform extensive research to the west. On these occasions, however, our boats were not 
generally found in good position to start an attack with the exception of submarine Bronzo (Ten. 
Vasc. [Leut.] Cesare Buldrini) that at 22:23 on the 16" sighted at close range two large ships, 
appreciated one for a battleship and the other for an aircraft carrier units, proceeding with 
zigzagging routes to the west. Just because of a change of course probably expected from the 
zigzagging graph of enemy units, the Bronzo, which also had come in a favorable position for a 
launch, failed to conclude the attack and she was forced to disengage underwater for being in 
turn counter-attacked by escort ships. 

So ended "Operation Harpoon" with the arrival in Malta on the evening of the 15" the 
convoy and with the return to Gibraltar on the 18'" of the main escort forces, the deployment of 
19 of our submarines was gradually demobilized starting with the boats in 
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ambush in the waters of Malta and in the Strait of Sicily, some of whom began the return to the 
base already on the day of the 15". However, between the 16" and 18" all the boats left their 
ambushes except the submarine Bronzo who continued his mission along the Algerian coast up 
to the 27" of the month. 

Two short ambushes with submarines Dessié and Onice were again prepared on the 18" 
and 19" to the east of the island of La Galite (see map n. 6) because it was believed that some 
ships that had earlier escorted the convoy into Malta were to return in Gibraltar. However, 
nothing happened and the two boats were called back to base. 

Towards the end of the month then, the expectation that the British would have made 
another convoy from Gibraltar to Malta, forecast validated by some movements observed during 
that period, several submarines were again sent in the waters of Malta, along the northern 
Tunisian coast and in the waters south of the Balearic Islands. On June 22, in fact, the 
submarine Axum and Onice took position in the waters around the island of Linosa (with the 
task to make indirect protection to our convoy at sea), while the two stood in line in the waters 
north of Cape Blanc the submarines Malachite -Giada -Uarsciek and Velella and south of the 
Ibiza channel, the submarine Emo. With the exception of the latter who remained in wait until 
the middle of next month and the Velella that patrolled her area until June 28, all the other boats 
were called back to base on the 24" because predictions about the performance of English part 
of a second convoy, had not proved correct. 

In the last days of the month it was finally arranged a regular patrol in Tunisian waters 
by submarine Ascianghi and another in the waters north of Algiers by the submarine Oraria. 
Both these boats, along with the aforementioned Emo, having continued their mission until late 
July, will be mentioned again in the operational examination of this month. 

In the waters of the central and eastern Mediterranean, where between the 11 and 16" 
took place, as mentioned, the English operation "Vigorous" contemporary of the operation 
"Harpoon" just mentioned, the activities of our submarines was not very intense, Contrary 
limited to patrol by four of our boats who took turns in the predominantly ambushes in waters 
north of 
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Marsa Matruh and neighboring areas. In the early days of the month they worked the 
submarines Beilul and Ondina, the first in the area in front of Ras Uleima and the second in the 
waters just north of Marsa Matruh. The Beilul (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Francesco Pedrotti) 
which had been moved to the new area after a previous patrol in the waters north of Cyrenaica, 
immediately encountered the heavy traffic that the British were doing t behind of his frontlines, 
with the use of small merchant ships escorted by lighter vessels. Early in the afternoon of June 4 
was able to intercept it, about 10 miles NE of Ras Uleima, two small convoys escorted by 
corvettes and aircraft, starting with the attack on the largest of these. When he could not tighten 
the distances on the transports, because the active anti-submarine patrol of small escort, was 
forced to launch from the middle distance a salvo of three torpedoes at the ships of the group 
that does not hit the targets. Immediately subjected to hunting, our submarine disengaged 
alighting on the bottom to try not to be identified due to higher realized noise having stopped all 
on-board equipment. Subject however to a centered depth charge launched, the Beilul reported 
some failures prejudicial to her operational efficiency of the boat so that it was forced to abort 
the mission returning on June 6 to Leros, its home base. 

The Ondina instead discovered no traffic and on the 8" she left the area. Meanwhile, on 
the 7. took place 110 miles NW of Alexandria, the submarine Sirena followed the 10° by the 
submarine Galatea who initially had assigned a zone 60 miles north of Ras Uleima but was later 
moved further along the coast into the area previously occupied by the Beilul. 

Both these boats They carried out the nights of the 14" and 15" sightings of light units 
indicating the passage of a convoy, as it really was, but for various reasons were not able to 
move to the launch, in this also hampered by bad sea conditions. The Galatea then in the 
evening of the 15", due to malfunction of equipment on board, was forced to leave the ambush 
and to return to its base of Leros, while the Sirena continued with the ordered mission until the 
night of the 18". 

With regard to the activity of our boats employed mainly for antisubmarine in 
metropolitan waters, it 
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preformed exclusively in the Northern Adriatic, where from time to time were recorded raids 
against our traffic by enemy submarines, as well as protection of specific movements of our 
surface forces occurred in the third decade of the month. They carried so protective missions to 
the western Istrian* coast by the submarines Jalea, Pisani and Squalo who carried out 
respectively, three, four and one night in an ambush on the 20", 21“, 23" and 24 June. 

The recovery also of the operations on the African terrestrial front with the consequent 
rapid shift towards the east of the Axis forces, involved the necessity of unloading supplies, 
essential to feed the ongoing battle, to anchorages as far as possible closer to the front of 
combat, to enable their more timely use. At this logistical effort still our submarines contributed 
with various missions to transport materials, mainly to Derna and Benghazi. 

At first the submarine Atropos, departed from Taranto on June 23. Landed at Derna the 
26" a cargo of 54 tons of gasoline and 1.5 tons of food for a total of 55.5 tons. 

Next, departing from Taranto on the 24". the submarine Micca who landed in Benghazi 
181.5 tons of gasoline, in part cans and part arranged in double bottoms, as well as 3.5 tons of 
food, for a total of 185 tons. On June 25 the submarine Zoea left Taranto (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Rino Erler) to transport in Derna 53 tons of gasoline and 2 tons of food. Landed the load 
regularly on the evening of the 28", The Zoea undertook navigation to return to base. The next 
day while she was sailing on the surface, in lat. 34° 20' N Long. 22° 40' E, she was attacked by a 
"Bristol-Blenheim" aircraft, but without consequences. The precise reaction of fire of our boat, 
however, most likely damaged the attacking plane forcing him to desist from further action. On 
June 26 then departed from Taranto the submarine Corridoni with a cargo of 24 tons of gasoline 
and 1.5 tons of food, intended to Derna. It offloads in the evening of the 30°. the Corridoni 
returned to Messina on 7 July. 

Three other boats carried out in the last days of June materials transport missions, but 
being the landfill took place at ports of destination in July, they will be mentioned in the 
operational examination of that month. 





*formerly Histria (Latin), is the largest peninsula in the Adriatic Sea. The peninsula is located at the head of the 
Adriatic between the Gulf of Trieste and the Kvarner Gulf. It is shared by three countries: Croatia, 
Slovenia, and Italy. 
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In total, therefore, our submarines transported in June, into African anchorages, 352 tons 
of fuel consisting mainly of materials. 

Therefore, in this month, they were performed and a total of 53 combat missions of 
which 41 are to be assigned to missions with mostly offensive tasks, 8 to protective ambush 
missions in metropolitan waters and 4 to materials transport missions. The 53 missions were 
carried out by 29 boats as some of them carried more missions later. The strong deployment of 
our forces made underwater coincidence with the main enemy’s movements, led to five attacks 
carried out and culminated with the launch of 12 weapons and shelling, with the sinking of a 
small motor sailing vessel ascertained at 26 GRT. However, it can not, to exclude any damage 
of varying extent as the attacks, in most cases, they were conducted mostly against enemy naval 
forces ships. Our various boats also encountered a strong aerial contrast to the operations 
conducted by them, a contrast to which the loss of the submarine Zaffiro should probably be 
attributed. On several occasions it was also detected a more precise search and anti-submarine 
hunting to which you must charge the interruption of the mission by our submarine. The aerial 
contrast however, was in most cases well supported by our vessels which, by their reaction to 
fire, they managed several times to visibly damage the attacking aircraft although they can not 
ensure their actual killing. 

The activity carried out by our submarines in the first half of 1942 compared to that 
carried out in the previous six months has not substantially sensitive variants, particularly as it 
relates to the missions with offensive - exploratory tasks (144 in the first half of 1942 against 
152 the previous six months). The results determined in this semester were: 

-18 Launch attacks with 30 weapons 

-1340 Tons of warships and 5,205 GRT of merchant ships sunk or very seriously 
damaged, in addition to secure damage, which in some cases may have been killing, 5 aircraft. 
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The total cargo transported, lower than the previous six months, was of 854.3 tons 
considering 155.4 tons of materials went lost with the sinking of one of our submarine, the Saint 
Bon. No change occurred in the number of mission interruptions for various reasons, while 
losses of submarines recorded a slight increase from 6 to 7, being able to attribute this increase 
to even greater violence of enemy aerial attacks. 

To mention also that in the half-year concerned 5 newly built boats and 2 boats of war 
booty processed and put back in efficiency became part of our underwater forces moderating 
some of the losses suffered in the meantime. 
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CHAPTER I 


ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
FROM 07/01/1942 TO 12/31/1942 


1.- MONTH OF JULY 1942. 

In July was intensified by our supplying of the Italian-German army standing on the El 
Qattara-E] Alamein line, with shifting of our well traffic flows towards the easternmost 
anchorages of the Cyrenaican - Egyptian coast. For the English part, almost failed the new 
attempt made in June for a supply in force Malta with two simultaneous convoys, from the west 
and from the east, he then resorted to the use of submarines and high speed ships which, 
individually and with special care, they tried to send to Malta albeit modest rates of essential 
supplies to the island's defense. This activity was also supplemented by two launches from the 
aircraft carrier aircraft. On July 14, in fact, the CV Eagle with the escort of some of the ships of 
Force H left Gibraltar to perform the next day, south of the Balearic Islands, the fly off of 31 
"Spitfire" destined to strengthening the air units of Malta. 

Simultaneously at the sortie of these forces, took to the sea also the fast minelayer 
Welshman who, after aircraft the fly off, continue alone and at high speed to Malta escaping not 
without luck to both air strikes and to ambushes prepared by our naval and underwater units, 
reaching Valletta the 16" without damage. Thanks to this successful incursion reached the 
island as well a part of the specialists for the defense, as well as food and materials. She 
departed from Malta on the evening of 18, the Welshman could once again make the return 
unscathed to Gibraltar. A second 
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fly off of 28 "Spitfire" was performed a few days later, again by the CV Eagle with escort of the 
Force H units. The Eagle sortied from Gibraltar on 20 July effected the following day the fly off 
operation in the predetermined area and the 22™ returned to the base. 

In the eastern Mediterranean enemy activity was limited to actions of harassment along 
the coast behind the deployment of our troops, where our surface forces could not intervene. 
Among these, the most important, was the naval bombardment of Marsa Matruh made by 
cruisers and destroyers on the night between 11 and 12 July and supported by a contemporary 
aerial bombardment of the town. 

The activity therefore of our submarines in this month, mainly linked to the 
aforementioned change by the enemy, mainly performed in three areas: south of the Balearic 
Islands; along the Tunisian coast, and finally in the far eastern Mediterranean (Cyprus-Syria- 
Egypt area) where it was assumed that the opponent developed a major traffic of troops and 
materials from the Middle East towards the Egyptian front (see map n. 7). 

In the area south of the Balearic Islands continued, throughout the first half of the 
month, their offensive patrols the submarines Emo and Oraria had taken place in those waters, 
as we have said before, in the last days of June. Although they remained in the area until the 
16" and J uly 19 respectively, the two boats detect the opponents movements connected with the 
first aircraft fly off operation carried out between 14 and 16 July. On the 15" arrived in the area, 
20 miles SW of that of the Emo, was also the submarine Dandolo, which was followed, on the 
20", by the submarine Platino took ambush 40 miles NW of Algiers. These two boats are then 
found appropriately deployed to intercept enemy forces that between the 20" and 22™ charring 
out the second operation of aircraft fly off, presumably in those waters. And in fact on the 
morning of July 21, at 03:17, the Dandolo (Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr] Alberto Campanella) sighted 
in lat. 37° 50' N long. 02° 10' E the reported naval force and maneuvered to attack it. Tighten 
the distances, she launched four torpedoes at 03:22 angled against the carrier, found to be the 
Eagle, then disengaging diving to avoid being rammed - by a destroyer 
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of the lateral escort, spotted, headed at full speed against him. Already during the 
disengagement, about two minutes after launch, two strong explosions were heard interspersed 
day a few seconds, and only after several minutes the boat, already at a safe depth, underwent 
brief but violent anti-submarine hunt with the launch of several depth charges. 

Having reported during this hunt some damage to the hull, with water seepage, the 
Dandolo was forced to leave the day after the ambush heading for the return to the base. 

After this action the waters south of the Balearic islands were patrolled until July 24 
only by the submarine Platino and, from that date, even by submarine Acciaio which took 
ambush in the area already manned by the Dandolo. These two boats, which operated until the 
first days of August, however, not made further meetings with enemy ships. 

In Tunisian waters, off Cape Blanc and along the probable routes taken by enemy ships 
intended for the fast supply of Malta, worked at first, in the first fortnight of the month, the 
submarines Ascianghi and Onice, one patrolling the area north of Bizerte and the other one to 
the east of La Galite island. Both these boats, which left the ambushes on the 10 and 19 J uly, 
however, not able to intercept enemy ships. However, she found out about the passage to Malta 
a fast ship, in connections of the first aircraft fly off operation, the High Command of 
Submarine sent, from the 15" numerous boats in the waters between the island La Galite, the 
isle of Cani, Cape Bon and Cape Kelibia. 

On the 15" they took place three boats: the submarine Axum, Cobalto and Dessie; the 
first two between La Galite island and the island of Cani and the last between Cape Bon and 
Cape Kelibia. Of these boats only submarine Axum (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Renato Ferrini) managed 
to sight in the late afternoon of the 15", approximately six miles to the east of the island of 
Cani, and the attacking the high-speed ship headed for Malta. 

She began the attack, despite the difficulty of holding periscope depth because the rough 
sea, launched at 20:00 three electric torpedoes, angled, which nevertheless failed to hit the target 
due to adverse sea conditions that did not allow a safe weapon trajectory. 
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Escaped thereby our underwater ambush and aerial attacks suffered in the interval, the 
enemy fast ship, that turned out to be the Welshman could reach Malta unscathed. But in 
anticipation of his soon return to the base of Gibraltar, the Command of the Submarine further 
predisposed from the day of July 16 sending into Tunisian waters of four of other boats: 
submarines Velella -Malachite -Dagabur and Bronzo (the latter arrived in the area only on the 
17"). Were thus faced deployed, in a very small area of sea, eight boats, including the 
submarine Onice which was already in ambush from the Ts Departed from Malta on the 
evening of the 18" the minelayer Welshman, taking advantage of the poor weather conditions of 
that period, was able once again to avoid the threat not having been sighted by any of our 
submarines. These were later withdrawn in most, July 19 with the exception of the Malachite 
that, because entry of water in the battery accumulator, was forced to leave the ambush on the 
17" and the submarines Dessie and Cobalto which continued their anti-trafficking preventive 
missions until almost the last days of the month, but did not make significant sightings. 

In the far eastern Mediterranean area, finally, five boats patrolled the waters Syrian- 
Cypriot with the task of attacking any traffic going on between the ports of the Middle East and 
those of Egypt. First he arrived in the area, July 15, the submarine Nereide and later, spaced 
between 6 and 9 July, the submarines Ondina- Perla - Asteria and Alagi. With the exception of 
the Nereide which did not make sightings, all other boats revealed in those waters enemy traffic 
as well as an intensive anti-submarine surveillance conducted by units of the most various types. 

The afternoon of July 9, at about 17:00, the submarine Perla (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] 
Gioacchino Ventura) sighted in the vicinity of Beirut a ship of the coastal watch, attacked it 
with the launch of two torpedoes that were avoided, however, by the enemy ship with a 
maneuver. Then subjected to an intense and precise anti-submarine hunting, our submarine was 
forced to failures reported to come to the surface. 

Carrying out the operations previewed to the scuttle the boat by the crew who 
abandoned ship. The sinking, however, probable fault for some air vent, was not effected with 
the expected rapidity and this allowed an enemy ship (who turned out 
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be Cov. Hyacinth) to send on board an armed picket who managed to stop the started phase of 
sinking, taking the damaged boat in tow and took her to Beirut. 

The afternoon of the 11", at approximately 14:00, the submarine Ondina (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Gabriele Andofi) sighted sailing on the surface in lat. 34° 30' N Long. 34° 30’ E, two 
anti-submarine chasers in search. Diving and began the attack, the Ondina ascertained that there 
were two small ships having in turn spotted the submarine, were heading on him. Subjected 
shortly after to a violent anti-submarine hunt which caused serious damage on board, our boat 
was forced to surface and scuttled while enemy ships, which in the meantime had risen to four, 
subjected him to intense small arms fire. 

The Ondina sinking took place at 16:45 after the surviving crew had been recovered by 
the enemy ships, among which were the British submarine chasers Maid and Walrus. 

The submarine Asteria (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pasquale Beltrame) arrived in the area on the 
fe despite having found some traffic, was unable to take any actions until the 14" when at 
02:00 hours, in lat. 33° 48' N and long. 34° 56' E, sighted at fairly close range a ship who 
recognized as being a destroyer. Moving into a favorable position for the attack, the Asteria 
launched at 2:08, first a torpedo that was unsuccessful because a target's sudden turn and then 
another torpedo which was heard the explosion after the estimated travel time. 

The submarine Alagi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Sergio Puccini), arrived in the area on the o° 
sighted the same day at approximately 20:00, 10 miles off Syria's Tripoli an oil tanker against 
which effected the launch of two torpedoes that hit both the target. Due to the intense anti- 
submarine surveillance existing in the area, the Alagi was then forced to break away out to sea, 
leaving the tanker in sinking condition in the point lat. 34° 59' N long. 35° 32' E. 

From the checks then carried out would seem to be the tanker Antares of 3723 GRT. 

Between 15 and 18 July the three surviving boats that operated along the Syrian-Cypriot 
coast left those waters therefore free of our submarines until the end of the month. 
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Because the reported presence in the Adriatic enemy underwater units, were intensified 
in July in this basin the protective ambushes mainly anti-submarine missions. They were 
attended by our submarines mostly located at Pola at the School with instructional tasks. Intact 
were carried out during the month by submarines Bandiera -Jalea -Menotti -Pisani and Squalo 
with 13 anti-submarine missions. In particular, the submarine Bandiera effected two missions 
respectively in the nights of 3" and 15 J uly; the submarine Jalea 3 missions in the nights on 4”. 
13™ and 14 July; the submarine Menotti a mission of the 13": the submarine Squalo 6 missions 
in the nights of the 3“, 11", 13", 15", 18" and 29 July and finally the submarine Pisani the 
mission on July 20" Although it has been a number of sightings of suspected enemy units, it 
was not possible to conduct any offensive action. 

In July, finally, with regard to the particular situation on the African land front, 
stabilized on the El Alamein line, was intensified transportation, including by submarine, the 
material necessities to various North African anchorages. They were attended by nine boats 
with 15 transport missions. The submarine Bragadino departed from Taranto on June 27 landed 
at Marsa el Hilal, July 3, 48 tons of gasoline and 1.2 tons of food for a total of 49.2 tons 
returning to Taranto on the ae 

The submarine Sciesa departed from Taranto on the 29" also landed at Marsa el Hilal, 
July 3, 64 tons of gasoline and 4 tons of food for a total of 68 tons. Having had to stand in 
Marsa el Hilal to repair some faults that occurred in the transfer navigation, the Sciesa was 
visited by the Head of the Italian Government in that period who conducted an inspection of the 
troops in North Africa. The Sciesa returned to the Taranto on the 9". The submarine Toli 
followed the which departed from Taranto on June 30 arrived at Marsa el Hilal on the 6° but 
was directed first to Tobruk where she landed some of the load, then back to Marsa el Hilal 
where she completed the 10" the landing of 61 tons of gasoline in cans and 4.5 tons of supplies 
totaling 65.5 tons. The Toli returned to Taranto on July 13. 

Meanwhile, the 5h the submarine Santarosa had left Taranto with a cargo of 56 tons of 
ammunition and 5 tons of food, for a total of 61 tons. Reached Tobruk on the 9" and unloaded 
the cargo, the Santarosa went to Marsa el Hilal where she stopped on the 10", then returning to 
Taranto on 14 July. 
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The submarine Atropos followed, departing the 6" from Taranto to land in Derna a 
cargo of 51.4 tons of petrol in cans and 1.5 tons of supplies totaling 52.9 tons. Arrived in Derna 
regularly on July 9, was made continue for Marsa el Hilal and then to Tobruk where on the 13" 
landed the cargo returning to Taranto on July 16 to be ready for a further transport that effected 
after a few days. 

On July 7, then sailed from Taranto to Derna the submarine Narvalo with 46 tons of 
ammunition and 23 tons of petrol in cans for a total of 69 tons. During the transfer to Derna, the 
Narvalo was diverted to Marsa el Hilal and subsequently to Tobruk where it arrived on the 
morning of the 13" landing the cargo and departed the same day for Taranto to be ready also for 
a new transport. 

On July 8th departed from Taranto to perform material transport missions two 
submarines: the Micca and Zoea, the first with a load of 105.6 tons of petrol embarked in double 
bottoms and 64 tons in cans and 7 tons of ammunition, for a total of 176.6 tons, bound for 
Benghazi, and the second with a load of 51.4 tons of ammunition, bound for Tobruk. Both boats 
completed the mission without detecting important events. The Micca arrived in Benghazi on 
the 12" departed on July 13 after unloading, returning to Taranto on the 16", while Zoea, 
arrived in Tobruk the 11", she left again the same day returning to Taranto on July 14. On this 
basis the two vessels began immediately, preparatory operations for a subsequent transport 
mission; 

On July 14 sets off from Trapani the submarine Corridoni with a cargo of 49 tons of 
gasoline bound for Tripoli where she arrived on the 16" landed the cargo she departed again the 
next evening returning to Trapani on the 19". Meanwhile departed from Taranto July 16, the 
submarine Bragadino with 53 tons of gasoline in cans directly to Tobruk, where she arrived on 
the 20", landing immediately loading and departing the same day to return to Taranto on July 
pee 

Followed again, also starting from Taranto, on the 19" the submarine Zoea with a load 
of 52.7 tons of ammunition and 3 tons of food supplies directed to Tobruk, and the 21“ the 
submarine Atropos with a cargo of fuel 50 tons cans directed to Derna. The two boats landed 
their cargoes on the 22" and 24 J uly; They returned to Taranto on the 25" and 28" of the 
month. Meanwhile, the 24" off again 
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from Taranto from the submarine Sciesa with 64.6 tons of petrol and 7 tons of food for a total of 
71.6 tons, that on the 28" landed in Tobruk. Distributed to discharge by the next day, she 
returned to the base on August 3™. 

On July 27, finally left Taranto other two vessels, the submarines Narvalo and Micca, 
the first with a cargo of 9.9 tons of spare parts for the armored forces, 31.1 tons of ammunition 
and 20.5 tons of groceries, for a total of 61.5 tons, directed to Tobruk, and the second with a 
load of 103.8 tons of petrol in double bottoms, 63 tons of petrol in cans and 3.5 tons of food, for 
a total of 170.3 tons, direct to Benghazi. The Narvalo landed the cargo on July 30 returned to 
Taranto on 2 August next, while the Micca, who arrived in Benghazi on 31 and delivered it the 
same day to unload, returned to Taranto on 3 August. 

In 15 missions carried out in the month they were therefore transported to anchorages in 
North Africa 1104.7 tons of materials composite mainly of fuels (800.4 tons), then of various 
munitions (244.2 tons). Finally, 50.2 tons of foodstuffs and 9.9 tons of replacement materials. 
The above quantitative indeed represented a fraction of the real need of the hour but they, apart 
from the great advantage of being landed in the vast majority in positions close to the front of 
combat, did not suffer any loss until at least made landing and resulted in various circumstances 
a timely, albeit modest, supply of our forces. 

On the whole were carried out in the month of July 1942, 47 missions with the use of 33 
submarines, of which 19 are considered offensive exploratory missions, 13 of protective 
ambush missions in national waters and 15 transport materials missions. 

Over the course of 19 missions with offensive- exploratory tasks, 5 were conducted 
mainly in attacks against warships with the launch of 13 weapons, with the result determined by 
the sinking of a tanker of 3,723 GRT and another likely damaged not definitely established. 

The violent and precise antisubmarine hunting suffered by some of our boats in the 
course of their missions determined the loss of one of our boat and serious damage to another 
which became then, due to an irregular sequence of operations for 
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the scuttling, a war prize. Finally had to record a disruption of a mission, however due to 
problems due to the violence of the sea. 


2. - MONTH OF AUGUST 1942. 

The failed attempt to supply Malta in June with two coordinated operations from the 
west and east, had even worsened the precarious situation of the island from which the British 
could hope of intensifying the attack on our supply lines with Africa Northern, to undermine the 
Italian-German army deployed on the El Alamein line and prevent their further advance toward 
the heart of Egypt. 

The British Cabinet, therefore, ruled that "a new convoy attempt to reach Malta had to 
be done in August and this operation was to take precedence over any other need in all the seas 
in which the Royal Navy had operational responsibilities, from the Arctic to the Far East." 

The operation, codenamed "Pedestal”’, began in effect since the early days of August 
with the departure from Britain of the convoy of 14 ships, able to navigate at 15 knots, escorted 
by impressive naval forces under the command of V.A. [Vice Adm.] Syfret. However, the 
Mediterranean phase of the operation began in the night on August 10 with the transit of the 
main forces across the Strait of Gibraltar. 

It was also planned to carry out, simultaneously with the main operation, three other 
secondary operations with the concept of "mutual strategic support" ie: fly off of 38 "Spitfire" 
from an aircraft carrier to strengthen the air forces of Malta; Transfer from Malta to Gibraltar 
some empty transport received therein with the operation of mid-June; a diversion to the east 
obtained with the departure from Port Said in a convoy of three ships with a simulated 
destination of Malta and escorted by a naval force, consisting of cruisers and destroyers, 
departing from Haifa. This convoy was supposed to achieve, in order diversion for our naval 
forces, a point at WSW of Crete (see Vol. V "The naval actions in the Mediterranean", p. 350 
and seq.). 
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Even on this occasion the appreciation of the enemy operational plan made by 
Supermarina was substantially correct in that it was estimated that the enemy intended to: 


-Make A supply of the island of Malta in significant proportions, which -if completed 
with success - It would enable them to avoid to have to repeat the effort in too short 
a period. Hypothesis confirmed, as well as by the number of steamers components of 
the convoy, also from significant tonnage of almost all merchant units. 

-To ensure the protection of the important convoy with a naval force higher than 
previously expected, facing the possible displacement in the western arena of our 
naval force and key any aerial attack, with the major presence of two BB and using 
several CVs. 

- Attack our air bases in Sardinia. 

-Make the passage of the Strait of Sicily in order to cross at night the area of Pantelleria 
and will accompany the convoy beyond the Channel with the most important forces 
than usual given the experience of the previous 15 June. Expected arrival of the 
convoy at Cape Bon for the afternoon hours of the (2”, 


Although it has not occurred special events in the Eastern Mediterranean did believe that 
the enemy intended to repeat the bilateral refueling operation attempted in June, the sighting 
made by German submarine, in this area, a group of light units with apparent route for Malta 
and at high speed, it made him think that part of the West convoy was set to continue for Egypt, 
or that the units sighted intended to operate in the east for diversionary purpose. 

Based on this appreciation Supermarina ordered: 


-Make aerial reconnaissance, without gaps, around the western Mediterranean on the 
11 and 12" in partnership with the CAT (German Air Corps), considering as 
probable the passage of the convoy in the meridian 01° E on the morning of the 11". 
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- Inform the Submarines already on patrol south of the Balearic and responding to the 
convoy, as well as with such a barrier, even with another wide deployment of 
submarines in the south of Sardinia, the area to be reached no more than dawn of the 
12" or later. 

- Perfect offensive barriers of mines in the Strait of Sicily with poses additional type to 
temporary effect, to be carried out in the night on the 12" by means of destroyers. 

- Deploy Mas and Ms in ambush south of Marettimo, near Cape Bon and possibly in 
Pantelleria. 

- Employ Naval surface Forces assuming the enemy, following the experience of 
Pantelleria, to accompany the convoy in the Strait of Sicily with forces superior to 
those of the previous June, but without making participate armored ships (use then 
not even occurred to leave open all air forces of the Western theater for the repeated 
attacks on the convoy and its escort). 


Let's see, in rapid synthesis, as the events took place. 


After transit of the Strait [of Gibraltar], which occurred as stated in the night on the 10", 
the forces participating in Operation “Pedestal”, including those sortie from Gibraltar, were 
sorted into various groups. The first group, or Force Z, represented the main support group and 
was composed of three aircraft carriers, two battleships, three cruisers and 12 destroyers; the 
second group, or Force X, had the task of accompanying the convoy up to Malta and was 
composed of 4 cruisers including 1 anti-aircraft, 12 destroyers and one tugboat; The third group, 
consisting of | aircraft carrier and 5 destroyers of the 8 reserve escort, had the task of flying off 
38 "Spitfire" for Malta; then followed the convoy of 13 fast steamers and | oil tanker; and 
finally a fourth group, or logistic support group, consisting of two tankers, one tug and 4 
corvettes. Therefore, a force of: 2 BB, 4 CV, 7 cruisers, 32 destroyers, 4 corvettes, 2 tugs, 13 
steamships and 3 oil tankers, with a total of 67 ships. Also participated in "Operation Pedestal” 
as mentioned above, the ships which simultaneously had left 
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Malta and because directed to Gibraltar, and to give support in the last stretch of the crossing of 
the convoy and that two empty steamers escorted by two destroyers and 4 minesweepers and 7 
patrol boats, a total of 15 other ships. 

Quickly discovered and localized, this impressive force was soon subjected to repeated 
air strikes and our naval which caused various losses. 

Not to mention the succession of these attacks (especially those aircraft which 
participated in the different days of the operation, 784 aircraft of which 328 Italians and 456 
Germans and for which refer to the aforementioned volume V "The naval actions”, and limiting 
ourselves to report, for a better understanding of the actions of our submarines, the chronology 
of important events, we will say that, shortly after the middle of the day, when the naval force 
had crossed the meridian of Cape Blanc, was executed by the CV Furious the expected fly off 
of 38 “Spitfires” directed to Malta. Soon after, however, at 13:15, a carrier of the support group, 
the Eagle, was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U 73 in lat. 38° 05' N Long. 
03°03' E. In the late afternoon of the 11" the CV Furious and the 5 DD escort taking the return 
route to Gibraltar, while the rest of the naval force, convoy escort, went for the channel of Sicily 
to experiencing increasingly frequent attacks by German and Italian air forces. In the late 
afternoon the next day at 18:55 hours of August 12, the main support group or Force Z, come 
about on the meridian of Bizerte, was separated from the convoy that escorted by Force X went 
to the Channel crossing heading to Malta. In this phase of operations, as we shall see, the 
convoy and Force X suffered the greatest attack by our underwater forces and later by Italian 
and German torpedo boats. On the afternoon of the 13" the remaining forces of the escort 
group, left to the ships of Malta the task of escorting the few remaining unscathed ships into 
port or otherwise damaged, headed for the meeting with the main support force, waiting off the 
Algerian coast. Operation “Pedestal” ended on the 15" with the return to Gibraltar of the bulk of 
the escort forces, while between 14" and 15" came in dribs and drabs the few surviving ships to 
Malta. 
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On August 16, finally the CV Furious escorted by 1 cruiser and 12 DD headed back to 
sea to perform the next day, a further aircraft fly off (32 "Spitfire") destined to Malta. 

As part of these events and operating criteria adopted by Supermarina, and we review 
what was the deployment and activities of our submarines in this month. It is appropriate to 
point out here how it represented a real evolution of the use concepts from submarines in the 
Mediterranean as it was adopted, based on the experience gained in the previous Operation 
Harpoon and teachings which sprung from it, the employ a mass of boats concentrated in a 
small area, located at the last moment to avoid their attrition of a long stay at sea, maneuvered 
and guided by MARICOSOM, correlated to the extent possible, with numerous air actions and 
insidious surface means, employment which yielded the first real success of our underwater 
forces in the Mediterranean. 

As can be seen from the map n. 8, the areas selected for the ambushes were essentially 
two, a first zone to the south of the Balearic islands astride the probable lines of march of the 
enemy forces, and a second located to the west of the Strait of Sicily and along the northern 
coast of Tunisia, where necessary they had to converge the routes of enemy forces who want to 
direct on to Malta pushing through the extensive minefields placed in the Canal itself and its 
immediate vicinity. 

Before, however, the events of operation "Pedestal" 3 of our boats: the submarines 
Axum, Velella and Granito, had taken ambush along the northern coast of Tunisia to the east of 
the island of La Galite, for the possible interception of fast boats and enemy submarines for the 
transport of materials in Malta. The Axum, who had arrived in the area on the previous 30 July, 
and Velella, now instead Aug. 6, left these waters on the 8"" without intercepting any enemy 
means, while the Granito, also came on the 6", it lingered until the 14" thus participating in the 
Operation Pedestal. 

So in anticipation of that the enemy operations in the Western Mediterranean, the High 
Command of the Submarine began, as early as the 3" an array of five boats in areas south of 
the Balearic Islands in which it was assumed they were to pass both the expected convoy and 
ships 
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individually or in small groups they direct for the supply of Malta. 

First to take position, on the 3" the submarine Bria in an area 30 miles NW of Cape 
Caxine (Algiers), followed later on the 6" by the submarine Dagabur in an adjacent area but 
moved westward. 

On the 7" and after began ambush another three boats: the submarines Giada, Uarsciek 
and Volframio in areas close to those already patrolled by the first two. This created a coverage 
of a large area about 60 miles to the west of the meridian of Algiers and at the turn of parallel 
37° 30'N. Farther east, along the northern coast of Tunisia, the deployment of our boats during 
operation "Pedestal" was put in place a few days later, as soon as the aerial surveys conducted 
in the western Mediterranean confirmed the extent and purpose of the enemy operation. 

In three adjacent zones A, B, C, 40 miles wide and close to the Tunisian coast (see map 
no. 8 a) were concentrated 11 submarines, including 5 in the eastern zone A: submarines 
Ascianghi - Axum - Alagi - Bronzo and Dessie ; 3 in the intermediate zone B: submarines Avorio 
- Cobalto and Granito; and 3 in C in the west: submarines Emo -Dandolo and Otaria. Apart 
from the submarine Granito that, as we said, was lurking until August 6 and submarine Cobalto 
that arrived in the area on the 11", the other nine boats lined up in the early hours of the 12" 
when already the convoy and its escorts were to arrive in those waters. At the same time, on the 
12", another boat the submarine Asteria begain an ambush in zone D, to the west of Malta. A 
total of 17 submarines were deployed, on the Algerian coast up to the immediate vicinity of 
Malta, to stem the imposing enemy convoy in cooperation with insidious surface means and 
with the Italian-German air forces of various specialties. 

Let us examine the succession of events in the timeframe of 10 to 16 August, time in 
which the events of the complex Mediterranean phase of Operation "Pedestal". 

At 04:38 of the 11" first contact made between the escort forces and the westernmost 
part of the deployment set up by the Submarine Command: the submarine Uarsciek (Cap. Corv. 
[Lt. Cmdr] Raphael Allegri). 
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At that time in fact the submarine sighted, resting on the surface in lat. 37° 52’ N long. 
01° 48' E, the bulk of the attacking naval formation and at 04:42 launched from close range a 
salvo of three torpedoes at greater ship believed to be an aircraft carrier. Forced to dive to 
escape the attack of the light ships, detected after 50 seconds race of the weapons, two dry 
explosions whilst remaining to ascertain that all the formation had minimized their navigation 
speed. Subjected to the launch of some salvos of depth charges, the Uarsciek is moved out of 
the attack zone, even to emerge later and send, as he did, the discovery signal. On the evening 
of the 13", after meanwhile avoided the maneuver the attack of an airplane culminated with the 
launch of a few bombs, where to leave the submarine’s patrol in because of drawbacks to the 
state of fuel oil tanks, returning to the base. 

The Voltramio, in ambush further east of the Uarsciek, also detected over the 
hydrophones the passage of the enemy forces, but despite trying, could not reach the eye contact 
with them. The Brin and Giada, in more southern locations, did not have the opportunity to be 
either well within reach of the hydrophone of the enemy forces (only Brin on the evening of the 
11" sighted at beta zero, a light ship apparently isolated from which she disengaged). The next 
day these submarines were moved 70 miles to the west in an attempt to surprise ships in groups 
or isolated, in the phase of return to base. And in fact the submarine Giada (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Gaspare Cavallina) in the early morning of the 12'" detected over the hydrophones the approach 
of a ship directed towards Gibraltar (this must clearly be the Furious group back after the 
aircraft fly off operation). 

However during the approach on the surface to close to more quickly to reach eye 
contact, the Giada was attacked at 09:30 by an "North American" [B-25] type aircraft who 
launched against her, as she was diving during the disengagement, two bombs which explosion 
caused some damage to internal equipment and a water inlet in the stern area of the hull. The 
Giada interrupted the disengagement confronted on the surface in battle with the attacking 
airplane, opening fire with their weapons and forcing him to desist from further action, after 
having probably damaged vital parts. 
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Shortly after this action, at 13:45, the submarine was attacked a second time on the 
surface by an "Sunderland" type airplane with drop of bombs and a strafing attack that the 
Giada, who was unable to dive, quite brilliantly responded with fire reaction of its own arms, 
managing to shoot down the enemy aircraft. Action which unfortunately died a gunnery officer 
and various other personnel were injured. Because of deficiencies reported in repeated air 
attacks, the Giada repaired temporarily at Valencia both to land the remains of the fallen and to 
repair the essential organs for navigation, including the rudder, which was damaged during the 
fighting. After a seven-hour stay at that port our submarine set sail returning to base. 

The submarine Dagabur (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Renato Pecori), who was in ambush more 
to the east of the original location of the Giada, which also detect the Furious group during its 
return to Gibraltar. Having sadly gone lost with all hands in the course of this action, we have 
no direct witnesses of the events. We know, however, by enemy sources, that on the morning of 
the io". at about 01:00 am, a destroyer escorting the Furious sailing to Gibraltar, the DD 
Wolverine, detected in lat. 37° 18' N long. 01° 58' E a submarine that surfaced was conducting 
an attack against the British naval formation. The Wolverine putting the bow on it managed to 
ram the submarine before it had had time to fire torpedoes and disengage underwater, receiving 
in ramming serious damage to the bow that another destroyer had to be detached from the direct 
escort of the Furious to assist during his return to Gibraltar. 

The submarine in question was to be the Dagabur resulting in the sinking point exactly 
in a designated zone. 

Passing our deployment south of the Balearic Islands, the convoy was caught soon after 
in the German underwater deployment undergoing, at 13:15 hours of the day in the lat. 38° 05’ 
N long 03° 03' E (about 80 miles NE of Algiers), the sinking of the CV Eagle by the submarine 
U 73. Subsequently the opposing forces were subjected to intense offensive by 
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Italian and German air forces who carried repeated attacks diurnal and twilight. 

On the morning of the 12" the bulk of the enemy forces were nearing our second 
underwater deployment, arranged along the northern coast of Tunisia, also brought to our 
intense aerial attack which caused damage with bombs, to a steamer and an aircraft carrier. 
Although the boats of the two most western areas already in Tunisian waters previously 
detected by the hydrophones the approach of the enemy forces, especially the advanced escort 
in obvious anti-submarine search and maneuvered accordingly, the first action occurred only at 
about 16:00 when the submarine Emo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giuseppe Franco) part of the three 
boats of the westernmost deployment sighted by periscope lat. 37° 51' N long 09° 20' E (about 
30 miles NE of La Galite) the bulk of the enemy forces. 

Beginning the attack, the Emo was able to launch at 16:33 a salvo of four torpedoes at a 
cruiser of the escort because in the meantime the bulk of the formation had made a turn that had 
distanced them from our attacking submarine; having noted, scaled in time, three strong 
explosions commander appreciated of having hit the target ship or possibly others. 

From the enemy’s documentation, however, are not are obtained elements relating to the 
results of this attack. 

Shortly after, at about 16:49 hours, the English destroyer /thuriel, changed with lateral 
escort of the formation, saw a periscope and part of a submarine tower, which she immediately 
attacked which started with cannon fire. It was the submarine Cobalto (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Raffaele Amicarelli) who, having already detected by the hydrophones the approach of the 
formation, was maneuvering at periscope depth to bring in good position to launch against a big 
ship the electric torpedoes, which on that occasion, she was equipped. 

Becoming aware of the proximity of the enemy combatant, the Cobalto effected 
immediately rapid disengagement but was hit by a first salvo of depth charges while she was in 
shallow depth, for which she was pushed violently down reporting damage to major organs 
aboard and a water inlet in the aft part of the hull. After exhausting the air reserve in the 
execution of maneuvers to balance the boat, 
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the commander ordered him to emerge to give battle on the surface. As soon emerged, however, 
the submarine was hit in the area of the tower by a cannon shot that killed a crewman, and 
shortly after it was rammed by the attacking destroyer, the /thuriel, who in violent shock 
suffered heavy damage to the bow. The Cobalto sank at 17:02 at a point that a second enemy 
source lists as lat. 37° 39' N Long. 10° 00'E, but that actually might be more than a few miles to 
the west. The crew of the Cobalto, minus two members killed in action, was recovered by the 
enemy. Meanwhile, as this action took place, the submarine Avorio sighted the convoy at 17:08, 
he is preparing the attack. However he was discovered by the fighter escort, the Avorio desisted 
from any offensive action while simultaneously being subjected to an intense anti-submarine 
hunting. Good luck to not even obtained the attempted attack by the Dandolo that thereabouts at 
the time he had tried to move into close range to the convoy. Also subject to violent anti- 
submarine hunting, the Dandolo not only could not get to the launch but suffered during the 
brief but violent hunting, damage such that it compromised operational efficiency so as to force 
him to stop the mission the next day and to return to the base. 

The other two boats deployed in the more westerly areas: submarine Ofaria and Granito, 
detected the hydrophones the passage of the convoy just managing to remotely sight some ships, 
but on this occasion not resulted in useful position to start an attack. 

At 18:55, the convoy reached the meridian around 10° E, and Force Z separated from 
them taking the route for Gibraltar as the convoy with Force X continued for the passage of the 
Strait of Sicily. It is in this twilight and nocturnal phase of the 12", which materialized our 
greatest underwater contrast. Now the convoy reached the area of maximum concentration of 
our boats, was attacked at 19:32 hours on the ae in lat. 37°38' N long. 10°25' E, by submarine 
Dessie. (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Renato Scandola) which managed to launch a salvo of four 
torpedoes at a group of 8 ships navigating in very close formation. After the launch from the 
surface, the Dessie disengaged immersing to escape the predictable reaction of the escort that 
indeed proved to be very intense, noting 
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after | minute and 40 seconds of the weapons launch, two strong explosions. On this occasion it 
would have been hit by a torpedo the steamer Brisbane Star of 12,791 grt, however, after having 
stopped due to the damage, soon resumed the route to Cape Bon. (The Brisbane Star later hit, at 
20:38 hours, by torpedo bombers, in isolation continued to Susa where in the evening of the 
next day she started again to reaching Malta succeeding in the afternoon of the 14"). Shortly 
after, at 19:55, the submarine. Axum (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Renato Ferrini) who for several minutes 
was maneuvering to move into useful position to launch against large escort ships, now at a 
close distance from the convoy launched, in lat. 37°36' N long. 10°22' E, a salvo of four 
torpedoes, variously sized, against a group of two large warships and a large ship that loomed 
astern of them. Then disengaging by diving after the attack, he heard a explosion after the first 
63 seconds of the weapons launch and two other blasts, close to each other, after 90 seconds, so 
he thought he had hit at least two ships. 

In fact this action resulted in affecting the A/A cruiser Cairo of 4200 tons, and the CL 
Nigeria 8000 tons, flying the banner of Rear Adm. Burrough, Force X Commander, and the oil 
tanker Ohio of 9514 GRT. Documentation by the enemy it was learned that the CLAA Cairo, 
whose stern was blown off, and whose engines had been put out of service, was finally sunk by 
British ships as soon the survivors were recovered. The CL Nigeria, at 20:15 after the transfer to 
a destroyer of the Commander of Force X, first underwent a strong heel which was then reduced 
allowing the ship to take an exit route to Gibraltar escorted by three destroyers. The oil tanker 
Ohio was forced to stop, but then resumed sailing at low speed towards Cape Bon. (This despite 
the oil tanker was still repeatedly hit by the air forces could reach Malta under tow). 

After suffering another serious attack by assault aircraft and torpedo bombers, which 
damaged 2 steamers, the convoy was attacked by submarine Alagi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Sergio 
Puccini) that at 21:05, in lat. 37°28' N long. 10°38' E, launched a salvo of four torpedoes at a 
cruiser and a steamer, then disengaging underwater. Later the Alagi noted clearly at least three 
explosions that thought he had hit. And in relation of the effects 
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the British report that at 21:12 the CL Kenya 8000 tons “... was hit by a submarine torpedo in 
the bow of the while another torpedo passed under the ship and two others nearly hit her stern. 
However, the cruiser was able to continue in navigation." As for the other two torpedoes passed 
astern of Kenya, at least one of these shots hit instead a steamship, the Clan Fergusson of 7347 
GRT, which subsequently sank and of which we recovered the survivors, so it is possible to 
ascertain who was struck during the attack of submarine Alagi. 

With this action, however, it did not end the contrast of our underwater forces deployed 
in the vicinity of the Strait of Sicily because at 23:45 the submarine Bronzo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Cesare Buldrini). that had been able to follow at a distance, sailing on the surface, prior actions 
of our other boats and had maneuvered accordingly to search for a target of opportunity among 
the ships past due with respect to the convoy, because damaged during air and naval actions, 
sighted in lat. 37°34' N long. 10°34' E a big ship sailing at low speed and with a fire aft. Moving 
herself to close range, launched against him at first two torpedoes which passed slightly ahead 
of the target and then a third torpedo which struck the steamer under the bridge. The weapon 
explosion determined the fire flare that caused the sinking of the ship after about an hour. It was 
in fact the steamer Empire Hope of 12688 GRT, already hit by aerial bombs in the attack took 
place at approximately 20:30. 

On the day of the 13°, while our submarines affected an extensive search in the battle 
area for ships reported damaged, moving towards the west, the remains of the convoy and Force 
X continued to Malta still suffering losses for both of our motor torpedo boats attacks and air 
strikes. 

The afternoon of the {3 at 16:00, the remaining escort ships of Force X, left to the 
ships that sortied from Malta the task to carry through the surviving steamers of the convoy, 
reversed course and, passing close to the coast of Cape Bon, headed for the meeting with the 
ships of Force Z remained on standby off the Algerian coast. This group of ships, including the 
CL. Kenya, was sighted on the morning of the 14" at 04:50 in the waters of Scogli Fratelli 
[Brother Rocks] the submarine Granito (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Leo Sposito) who was 
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in search on the surface and who carried out the a various times the launch of five torpedoes at 
the ships of greater displacement. Then disengaging by diving to prevent being rammed by a 
ship, heard, while maneuvering to rest on the bottom, heard two strong explosions, hence, 
believing that he had struck. But according to the British report no ships would be affected on 
this occasion. It is reported however that one of the torpedoes was almost avoided by the DD 
Ashanti and CL Kenya, which had sighted near our submarine, he tried to ram it but failed 
because it was located inside the interior of his circle of evolution. 

The submarine Asteria, in ambush to the west of Malta, forewarned by the Submarine 
Command of the arrival of the remain of the convoy, sought in the day and evening of the 
reported 14 ships, but did not find them. On the evening of the 14" he was indeed made a target 
of an attack, culminating in the launch of some bombs, by a plane but the Asteria promptly 
managed to disengage underwater. 

As we have examined, all north of the Tunisian coast were in this circumstance the 
occasion were deployed 11 submarines both for spotting and to attack enemy ships, in transit to 
Malta or return to their bases. Many, however, suffered intense anti-submarine hunting, 
primarily from surface ships. 

Apart from the ramming of Cobalto by the destroyer /thuriel already mentioned, it 
should be noted that on the evening of the 13", because of failures reported during anti- 
submarine attacks, the submarines Dandolo and Dessie were forced to terminate their missions. 
The latter, attacked with bombing action of aircraft, had caused one death and several injuries 
also cracked of some elements of the electric storage batteries. 

On the evening of the 14" they left the area the submarines Granito and Axum, the latter 
for previously inconveniences caused by the anti-submarine hunt suffered and, the evening of 
the 15", the submarine Oraria due to drawbacks for the oil circulation pumps. Having now 
exhausted, or about to be, the need for operation “Pedestal” all boats still at sea, and those 
deployed to the south of the Balearics and those along the Tunisian coast and in the vicinity of 
Malta, were recalled during the day of the 16", to their respective bases. 

It should also mention that in connection with the reported operation had been arranged, 
between the 12" and 14 August in the Gulf of Liguria, exploratory-offensive ambushes against 
possible incursions by 
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enemy ships in that area. They participated in these ambushes the submarines Baiamonti - 
Rismando -H | -H 4 and H 6. 

Ended, so, one of the most complex naval operations conducted until then in the 
Mediterranean, during which the enemy received from Italian-German air, underwater and 
surface forces, the loss of 1 aircraft carrier, two cruisers, | destroyer and the 9 steamers and 
serious damage to | aircraft carrier, two cruisers and three steamers, without being able to rule 
out further minor damage to both warships and merchant ships. 

These excellent results of our submarines contributed to the sinking of | cruiser and two 
steamers and damage to two cruisers, a tanker and 1 merchant ship, demonstrating the high 
aggressive spirit by which they were animated, as recognized by Supermarina in its report on 
the whole operation: "All the crews of submarines, motor torpedo boats and the MAS have 
shown, in violent clashes with the enemy, to possess a high degree of moral and material 
preparation and the most commendable courage." 

Many boats that had participated in Operation Pedestal and had recently returned to their 
bases, resumed the sea to serve as an offensive deployment against an alleged new British 
attempt on the 18", along the northern coast of Tunisia, to convey to Malta material supplies. In 
fact it was the new operation of an aircraft fly off destined to Malta carried out by the CV 
Furious which was mentioned before. The boats that actually reached the area were the 
submarine Alagi -Ascianghi -Asteria - Avorio - Bronzo and Porfido, the latter on her first 
combat mission. At the same time they were also prepared exploratory ambushes in the Ligurian 
Gulf with submarine Baiamonti -H | -H 4 and H 6. 

However, it proved wrong the prediction of a new convoy, the boats were called back to 
their bases in the same day of 18 August. 

Of note on this occasion that the Bronzo, during night navigation on the surface to return 
to her base of Cagliari, was made target, about 20 miles from Cape Spartivento, the launch of a 
torpedo by an enemy submarine lurking in those waters, torpedo that exploded a little aft to our 
boat 
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after having crossed the wake. Our submarine then in moved to the estimated the launch zone to 
engage possibly with the cannon the enemy boat if it had been on the surface, she struck with 
her keel a submerged body, probably the same attacking submarine, reporting only a stud [dent] 
in the boat and without to detect any damage inflicted to the opponent. 

After this second deployment of August 18, no other offensive missions and exploratory 
anti-trafficking task was carried out in the month by our submarines in the Mediterranean, with 
the exception of an ambush set up on August 28 off the coast of Valencia (Spain) with the 
submarine Porfido that patrolled, with nothing detect, until 6 September next. 

Various missions instead with the prevailing anti-submarine task were also carried out in 
this month by our boats in metropolitan waters. They carried missions in particular in the 
Northern Adriatic, the submarine Bandiera in the 8 nights, and 21 to 23 August; the submarine 
Menotti in the nights on the 8, 9, 19 and 21 August; the submarine Pisani in the nights on 9 and 
19 August and the submarine Squalo in the night of the 5"". In the Southern Adriatic and 
especially in the Strait of Otranto area (access to Valona) operated the submarine Pisani from 
August 21 to 24, and again the submarine Squalo from 21 to 22. a mission was finally carried 
out in the Gulf of Taranto, in the night on 22, by submarine H 2. On the whole were then carried 
out 12 missions mainly anti-submarine protection ambush, without record of important events. 

Regarding the sending of materials to North Africa by means of submarines, this 
continued, although with less intensity compared to the previous month, even in the month of 
August during which were carried out 11 transport missions. The submarine Toti departed from 
Taranto July 31 with a cargo of 61 tons of petrol in cans, 3.7 tons of anti-tank arms and 1.5 tons 
of various materials for a total of 66.2 t, arrived in Tobruk on August 3 and landed cargo, 
departing the same day returning to Taranto on the 6'". Followed, August 2, by the submarine 
Zoea that departed also from Taranto with a cargo of 54 tons of petrol in cans, 2.6 tons of 
lubricating oil and 7 tons of spare parts, for a total of 63.6 tons, arrived in Tobruk on the 
morning of August 6. On the afternoon of the same day, however, at about 18:30, when was 
already completed the unloading of the material, there was a violent enemy air strike against 
that base 
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during which the Zoea reported some damage to the superstructure for the explosion of a bomb 
in its vicinity. Then let go of the mooring to get away from the area where there had been a fire, 
the boat, the maneuver to leave the port, ran aground on a shoal also managing to break free a 
few hours later with the help of a tugboat. However, due to irregular operation of some essential 
organs for the outlet of the immersion the Zoea, during the return navigation to base, it was 
diverted on the 9" to Navarino for there to perform the checks and repairs necessary with the 
aid of a ship workshop stationed there. He returned to Taranto on the morning of August 12. 

Meanwhile, the 5h the submarine Corridoni had left Messina with a load of 51.6 tons of 
petrol in cans destined to Derna, where she arrived the 8". She left again the following 11" 
returning to Augusta on August 15, after effecting a short wait during the return navigation. 
Also for Tobruk she had departed from Taranto, on the pe the submarine Bragadino with a load 
of 52.5 tons of fuel and 5.4 tons of food. Reached its destination on 11 August and departing as 
soon as landed the cargo, the Bragadino returned to Augsburg on the 15". On 10 August 
departing from Taranto the submarine Narvalo with a load of 70.1 tons of ammunition bound 
for Tobruk. Therein arriving the 13", she left again the same day returning to Taranto on the 
17" to be ready for a new transport. Followed, on the 12" by the submarine Atropos that, left 
Taranto with a load of 51.7 tons of petrol in cans, arrived in Tripoli on the 15" next, the same 
day unloaded and leaving again to return to Taranto on the 18". The 19" started from Taranto 
the Sciesa to transport 63 tons of ammunition to Benghazi and 10 tons of food, for a total of 73 
tons. At this point about the 22" she left again the same day of discharge, returning to Taranto 
on 26 August. 

Arrived at Benghazi anchoring on the 24" the submarine Micca, departed from Taranto 
on the previous 21* with a load of 53.2 tons of petrol in the double bottoms, 48.8 tons of petrol 
in cans and 21.4 tons of food, for a total of 123.4 tons. Landed the material, the Micca set off 
again on the same day returning to Taranto on 28 August. 

Meanwhile, on the pias the submarine Corridoni had left Augusta with a load of 47.3 
tons of petrol in cans bound for Tripoli. She arrived there on the 26" stopping at that port, 
however, until the 30", not for the need to discharge the cargo, and returning to Taranto on 
September 2” next. 
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On August 27 arrived in Benghazi the submarine Bragadino with a cargo of 45.5 tons of fuel 
landed on the same day. Another mission was eventually carried by the submarine Narvalo that 
departed from Taranto on August 26 with a cargo of 60.5 tons of ammunition, arrived in 
Benghazi on the 29" and will start again on the same day returning to Taranto on the 31% of the 
month. 

Had been so made, as mentioned above, the transport missions without having to record 
any loss of cargo transported, so delivered: gasoline and lubricating oils: 422.7 tons; varied 
ammunition: 239.1 tons; victuals: 36.8 tons; weapons: 3,7 tons; various materials and spare 
parts 8.5 tons, for a total of 710.8 tons. 

In August, finally, it was conducted a special mission to transport commandos means 
made this time by the submarine Sciré veteran now in this type of operations. The chosen target 
for the incursion of our assault craft was the port of Haifa where, because of the overwhelming 
our advance toward the heart of Egypt, was converging most of the warships and merchant 
tonnage used in supply operations of the British forces deployed on the front of El Alamein. 

The implementation of the operation, which presented considerable difficulties are a 
large number of detection devices installed in the eastern Mediterranean anchorages as well as 
the constant, active supervision exercised by enemy vessels and aircraft, was established in the 
period between 7 and 15 August 1942 corresponding to the favorable period of the lunar phase. 

On the evening of July 27, the Sciré, under the command of Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] 
Bruno Zelik, after having boarded the special attack vehicles, left La Spezia directed to Lero 
where he was to conduct with due diligence of the material, complete their supplies, as well as 
on board the operators of assault craft that would come in the meantime by air, from Italy. On 
that basis, also, the commander of the Sciré would have agreed with the delegate of Generalmas 
the most suitable date for the start of the assault operation in relation especially to the presence 
in the port of the ships to attack. 

He arrived in Leros at 19:20 on August 2, the Sciré, after making the required checks, 
boarding operators and agreed the action date set for the evening of August 10, departed the 
morning of the 6"" at 07:25 hours moving to a point 
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to 1.5 mg from the entrance of the port of Haifa, allowed to sail on the surface in the area north 
of Rhodes and perform hidden navigation south of the parallel of this island. 

The dismemberment of operators for forcing the port should have taken place on the 
evening of August 10, as soon as the conditions of dark made this possible. The submarine 
would await their return however not later than 03:00 hours of August 11 - and on the 13" 
would have to forward the agreed signal of executed a mission. 

It said signal unfortunately was not transmitted, because the Sciré has never returned to 
the base, and no survivor has survived the loss of the boat. From a posthumous reconstruction of 
the facts it shows that, at 10:29 hours of August 10, Beirut signaled to Alexandria a submarine 
in lat. 33° 11' N and long. 34° 55’E, spotted at 10:15 am that morning, at a point that is about 20 
miles north of Haifa, in which the point was to actually find the Sciré at that hour. The 
discovery of the submarine took place, probably due to a plane, alerted the entire outer vigilance 
device, allowing the English submarine chaser Js/ay to make contact with the boat and give him 
hunting up to determine her sinking with the total loss of both crew and operators of special 
means occurred on the same day of the 10", presumably in the above point. 

The month of August so recorded an important activity, often crowned with success of 
our underwater forces although these, for the strong enemy reaction connected with the complex 
operations performed, were subjected to painful losses. 

In this eventful period they were in fact carried out well 59 missions with an 
employment of 37 boats. Of these, 35 regarded missions with mostly offensive tasks, 12 were 
mainly anti-submarine protection ambushes in national or adjacent waters, 11 transport 
materials to anchorages in North Africa and | special mission to transport commandos means. 
During 7 attacks made and culminated with the launch of 27 weapons it was realized the sinking 
of a A/.A. cruiser of 4,200 tons and 2 steamers totaling 20,035 GRT. as well as serious damage 
to two cruisers of 16,000 tons ,of 1 steamer and a tanker for 22,305 GRT. To these results must 
be 
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also add the sure downing of a plane and serious damage to another. 

Unfortunately we suffered losses undoubtedly painful and compendium of three boats. 
These losses, however, considering the actions carried out and the efficiency of the opposing 
reaction, would have been even higher without the high training the crews of our submarines 
proved to possess. Even the mission breaks due to failure and enemy hunting were on the whole 
limited, in relation to the number of missions carried out. They occurred that three mission 
interruptions due to anti-submarine hunting by naval units and an aircraft, while those due to 
various causes or damage to material on board were limited to three. 

It is however it is pointed out that the boats that stopped the mission all in relation to 
assault the opposing traffic, then forced back before the order because of faults reported during 
these attacks. 

Also with regard to the transport of materials it took place often in difficult conditions, 
especially in the landfall, but with extremely good results not having been lost any of the 710.8 
tons transported. 

It is to be mentioned, finally, that in the course of the month they entered operational 
service two newly built vessels, the submarine Porfido and submarine Volframio, which is 
limited in some way the consequences of the simultaneous loss of three other boats. 


3. THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1942. 


After the complex operation carried out in August, with the results we have mentioned, 
the British continued in the month of September, the supply of Malta by occasional sending 
submarines with modest loads of materials. This is to keep alive the action of disturbance that 
was undertaken, especially by means of aircraft, against our traffic with North Africa, an action 
that truly showed itself more and more burdensome to our detriment and directed particularly 
against loads of fuel. 

This month, however, was not made any other attempt to supply Malta with a convoy, 
either from the west or from the east. The adversary naval activity was concentrated mainly 
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in the far eastern Mediterranean where, from the Middle East ports and via the Red Sea, the 
English were to flow to the front of E] Alamein the necessary reinforcements and logistic 
supplies. Only significant action taken by the British during the month, was the attempted coup 
against port facilities of Tobruk, carried out in the night 13 to 14 September, with the 
simultaneous use of commandos, landing forces and the Long Range Desert Group supported 
by two destroyers and twenty motor torpedo boats, while a cruiser and several destroyers 
released for the task of strategic protection. The action, which also failed completely for the 
prompt reaction of our forces, and that ended with the sinking of several light units including 
the two destroyer of the direct support and capture of numerous prisoners, did not entail, given 
its surprise attack character, the use of our submarines. 

This month, therefore, the activities of our underwater forces, in offensive function, was 
limited to a few precautionary ambushes either in the western Mediterranean or in the eastern. 

In the south of the Balearic waters (see map no. 9) took position, on the 4", the 
submarines Velella and Asteria, in two areas astride of the parallel 37° 30'N, for control of any 
sailings from Gibraltar. Both boats patrolled zones assigned until all the following 14" without 
detecting movements of enemy ships. They encountered intense aerial patrols that appeared 
particularly on the 9" at 13:30 with an attack on the submarine Vele/la, which our submarine 
escaped quickly by diving. 

The two boats mentioned above should therefore have been replaced in their respective 
areas, starting from the 15", by submarines Argo and Alabastro, this boat newly built and in her 
first combat mission. In fact just the submarine Argo took place on the 15" since the Alabastro 
(Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Bonadies), after his departure took place from Cagliari on the 13" 
at 17:00 hours, was not heard from, and if it must be assumed lost, with all his crew to enemy 
action. However as detectable by the report of the mission of the submarine Argo, this boat 
departed also it from Cagliari the 13" at 17:08, then almost simultaneously with the Alabastro, 
sighted the afternoon of the 14" at 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 





British CV Indomitable on fire after an air attack suffered during the battle of 
mid August 1942 


is 
ph 
es 





Torpedoing of the British Tkr. Ohio during the battle of mid-August 1942 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 77 


16:10 about the height of Cape Carbon, while in surface navigation headed for her patrol area, 
an airplane type "Sunderland" in anti-submarine search from which she disengaged by diving. 

Then from enemy sources shows that the afternoon of the 14": at 16:20, in lat. 37° 28'N 
long. 04° 34' E Gust to the west of the meridian of Cape Carbon), an aircraft of 200" Wing of 
the RAF attacked and thought he had sunk a submarine on the surface directed towards the 
west, it must be assumed that the victim of this attack was the submarine Alabastro at that hour 
of the day of the 14" had to be about in that area. 

The submarine Argo patrolled until the end of the day 26 without detecting anything 
important except intensified enemy aircraft patrolling towards the last days of the mission. The 
28" took over in ambushes in that area the submarine Argento and Nichelio, also newly built 
and in their first combat mission, the mission that, having lasted throughout the first decade of 
the following month, will be also mentioned in that operational discussion. 

In the central and eastern Mediterranean they worked in September three of our 
submarines. The submarine Sirena effected an ambush 16-23 of the month in the waters to the 
east of the island of Rhodes, while the submarines Amefista and Nereide patrolled, from 24 
September to 1 October following two areas located on the line joining Gaidaro Island (South 
Crete) - El Daba and roughly in its middle part, without disclosing important events. 

As for the activity of our submarines to patrol predominantly anti-submarine in 
metropolitan waters, it was limited to two missions carried out in the nights on the 16" and 17" 
in the Gulf of Taranto by the submarine H 2 and one made in the night on September 30 by the 
submarine H 8& also in the Gulf of Taranto. 

Instead intensely continued, also in this month, the traffic of materials with the North 
Africa by means of underwater vessels. Seven boats fact carried 9 transport missions, one 
interrupted because failure. On 1 September sailed from Taranto the submarine Atropos with a 
load of 67.5 tons of ammunition and | ton of food, bound for Benghazi. Where she arrived the 
4"" she left again the same day after unloading, returning to Taranto the 76 ready for a 
subsequent transport. Followed on the go”, again from Taranto, by the submarine Zoea with a 
load of 58 tons of ammunition directed 
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also to Benghazi where she arrived on the 12" landed regularly the cargo, the Zoea off again on 
the same day reaching Taranto the 15" next. Meanwhile, on the 12%, the submarine Micca had 
left with a cargo of 106 tons of petrol placed in the double bottoms and 64.9 tons of petrol in 
cans, for a total of 170.9 tons, with destination of Tripoli. She arrived the morning of the 16" 
departing again, after making landfill, the next day returning to Taranto the 21°. 

The 13" then left Taranto the submarine Bragadino with a cargo of 68 tons of 
ammunition and 2 tons of food, directed to Benghazi, where she arrived the 17". Performed 
regularly discharge and embarked various German material retuning, she left again the same 
day returning to Taranto the 21“ simultaneously with the Micca. 

On the 15" departed again from Taranto the submarine Atropos for her second transport 
mission with a load of 65.3 tons of munitions and 1.2 tons of food, which is also directed to 
Benghazi, where she arrived on the 18". She left again the next day, having had to land in that 
port the captain who fell ill, and reaching Taranto on the 22"", Followed on the 18" by the 
submarine Narvalo, departed also from Taranto with a cargo of 55 tons of ammunition and 3 
tons of food, bound for Tobruk. Here she arrived the 21“, departing again the same day, 
unloaded, returning to the base the 24" next. Meanwhile, the 23" had departed Taranto the 
submarine Zoea, also for her second transport mission, with a cargo of 62 tons of ammunition 
destined to Benghazi. Came to the port the 26" and departed again the same day, the Zoea 
reached Taranto on the 29". 

On the 24" sailed from Taranto the submarine Santarosa with a loaded with 75.1 tons of 
ammunition also directed to Benghazi, where she arrived on the 27". Performed without 
incident the landfill, the Santarosa departed the same day returning to Taranto on September 30. 

Finally a mission to transport gasoline would have to be accomplished by the submarine 
Toti (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Celeste). However the boat, which was left on the morning of 
the 27" from Taranto, was forced to stop the mission the evening of the same day due to a fire 
that occurred in an accumulator battery. Having proceeded to flood the battery compartment to 
avoid the fire of the particular cargo, the Toti returned to base the next morning. 
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Thus they were brought to end in September, 8 of the 9 programmed material transport 
missions, landing in various African anchorages, 629 tons of cargo consisting mainly of 
ammunition: 450.9 tons and the remaining gasoline: 170.9 tons and food: 7.2 tons. 

In summary, activity in the month from our underwater forces is summed up in 21 
missions, of which only 10 regarded missions with offensive tasks, with the participation of 18 
boats. Apart from the good results obtained in the transport of materials, which however 
represented a very small share of the real needs, no other result was achieved as it was not 
conducted any attacks given the relative stagnation in enemy activity carried out the after the 
hectic previous month. During this time we suffered the loss of a newly constructed vessel, loss, 
in the absence of more detailed information in this regard, it must be attributed to enemy air 
action; also is recorded a mission interruption due to on-board incidents. 


4.— THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1942. 

The month of October 1942 did not register major enemy movements in the 
Mediterranean. It was carried out only between 28 and 30, a operation of aircraft fly off for 
Malta in which participated the CV Furious with the escort of two cruisers and eight destroyers. 
On the land front the opposing forces continued to face each other on the El] Alamein line in 
view of more extensive operations. And in fact these were started by English, the night on 
October 23 immediately assuming the character of extreme violence aimed, as they were, to 
reject the Italian-German army over the Egyptian border. British naval forces in the eastern 
Mediterranean participated in the first phase of the battle, which lasted 12 days, giving 
occasional ballistic support against strong points on the sea front of our deployment. 

Under these conditions the offensive activities of our submarines in this month was 
carried out exclusively in the western Mediterranean and intended to obstruct the opposing 
movements in that area (see map no. 10). 
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In areas south of the Balearic Islands was in fact created a continuous patrol with two 
submarines, reinforced at the end of the month in the fly off operation during mentioned above. 
Until October 11 they carried the ambush the submarines Argento and Nichelio who had arrived 
in the area on September 28 last. The two boats had no opportunities to detect enemy traffic 
except the submarine Nichelio that, shortly after leaving the area the day for the return to base, 
spotted two light ships on patrol believed to be the corvette type, which however could not 
attack having been in turn discovered. 

These two submarines were replaced on the io, approximately in the same areas of the 
north coast of Algeria, by the submarines Dandolo and Mocenigo that patrolled the waters up to 
the 17" (the Dandolo left the area by the 16" due to drawbacks to the shaft lines in the evening). 
They were replaced by submarines Emo and Brin arrived in the area on the 18" and 19" 
respectively. 

After they had got wind of next enemy movements from Gibraltar to the east, in fact 
been caused on the 28" with the release of the CV Furious for the above operation of aircraft fly 
off, the deployment of our submarines south of the Balearic Islands was reinforced from the 
22" with two boats: the submarines Corallo and Turchese, and by the oy” with another two 
boats: the submarines Topazio and Axum. Therefore, on the occasion of the fly off operation 
took place between the 28"" and 30" of the month, on the date which the British forces returned 
to Gibraltar, were at sea in areas south of the Balearic six of our submarines. 

These, since the evening of the 25. began some moves designed to monitor the wider 
sea area where presumably the attacking naval force would be transited. Nevertheless none of 
our boats effected sightings of enemy forces, and on the evening of 29" the submarines Emo - 
Brin - Corallo and Turchese were called back to their bases, while the submarines Topazio and 
Axwn remained on patrol in the area and had occasion, as we shall see, to participate the 
operations of the following month. 

Another preventative barrier, also intended to intercept any speedy vessels direct on the 
surface to Malta was on that occasion prepared in the waters around the island of La Galite. 
They were employed by the submarines Porfido -Nichelio -Asteria and Argo but only for the 
period 29-30 October. 
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Even in metropolitan waters the activities of our boats for protective ambushes, mainly 
anti-submarine, was very modest. In fact, one submarine, the submarine H 2, carried out a anti- 
submarine mission in the Gulf of Taranto in the night on October 12. 

Intense instead continued in this month for the materials transportation activities in 
North Africa. They were in fact carried out 10 missions, of which, however, two interrupted by 
failures. In particular, the submarine Micca left Taranto on the afternoon of 30 September with a 
cargo of 103 tons of bulk gasoline placed in the double bottoms, 65.5 tons of petrol in cans and 
0.5 tons of various materials, for a total of 169 tons, bound for Benghazi where she arrived on 
the morning of 4 October. Departing again the same day, made the discharge, to return to base 
and to be readied for a subsequent transport. During the return sailing on the morning of 7 
October at 05:15 hours while she was on the surface a few miles south of Cape Santa Maria di 
Leuca, she certainly sighted a enemy submarine also on the surface, against which the attack 
began without being able to get in to place the to launch on the enemy boat. 

She followed on October 1“ also starting from Taranto, the submarine Sciesa (Ten Vasc. 
[Leut.] Raul Galletti) with a load of 51.5 tons of ammunition, 8.8 tons of valuables of the Bank 
of Italy and 11.6 tons of food, for a total of 71.9 tons, bound for Benghazi where she arrived the 
5"". Landed the cargo, off again the same day. During the return navigation the Sciesa sighted, in 
the evening of the 6" around 21:10 in lat. 34°41'N, long. 19°"21'E (150 miles north of 
Benghazi), a big surfaced submarine and apparently stopped or in slow motion. Excluded she 
would be a our boat, not having the retransmitted the recognition counter sign required, the 
Sciesa began the attack and at 21L15, after reaching a distance of about 800 meters, launched a 
torpedo adjusted to 3 meters against the boat that always appeared stops or in slow motion. 
After 59 seconds after launch was heard a loud explosion while the target was beginning to dive 
and shortly after another gloomy stronger explosion. Considering that it had definitely hit the 
enemy boat, the Sciesa effected a search in the area of possible shipwrecked, the search which 
turned negative, however, on the other hand even the enemies documentation is not confirmed 
of this action on the outcome of which is therefore not possible 
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to rule. The Sc/esa then returned in Taranto on the afternoon of the 8" to be ready for the next 
load. 

Meanwhile, the AP had departed from Taranto directed to Benghazi the submarine 
Bragadino with a load of 49.8 tons of petrol in cans. She arrived at her destination on the 8" and 
unloaded the material, Bragadino returned to Taranto on 11 October. A fourth submarine, the 
Narvalo, departed from Taranto October 6 arrived in Benghazi on the 9" with a load of 72.6 
tons of munitions and 1.5 tons of food, for a total of 74.1 tons. Landed without incident the 
cargo on the same day of arrival, the Narvalo returned to Taranto on the 12" next. On this day 
the meantime arrived in Benghazi on submarine Atropos with 40 tons of food. The submarine 
then returned the 15" to Taranto to be made ready for further transport. On 13 October came, 
also to Benghazi, the submarine Zoea, departing the 10" from Taranto, with cargo of 45.3 tons 
of ammunition and about half a ton of various pieces of respect. Unloading carried out without 
incident on the 13°. the Zoea returned to Taranto on 17 October. 

Meanwhile, the 15", the submarine Micca had gone back to her base with 176 tons of 
cargo, mainly composed of fuel, also directed to Benghazi. However, due to the high sea during 
the crossing and the precarious conditions of stability, the boat suffered on the morning of the 
16", the partial flooding of an accumulator battery which was forced to abort the mission 
returning the next day to base. The big wave, that had caused the flooding of the battery, had 
also removed one of the lookouts of the bridge which was not possible to find in the sea. Follow 
also from Taranto on the 17", the submarine Santrosa directed to Benghazi with a load of 44.3 
tons of ammunition and 25 tons of motors, for a total of 69.3 tons, regularly reached her 
destination on the 20", she left again the same day, after discharge, to return to base on October 
23 as the submarine Atropo left Taranto, on her second transport mission of the month, with a 
cargo of 50.5 tons of gasoline, directed this time to Tripoli. Where she arrived the 26" departing 
again the next day to return to Taranto on October 30. 

The last transport mission of the month had to be accomplished by the submarine Sciesa 
departing the 30" from Taranto to bring to Tobruk varied ammunition and surgical material. 
However due to the failure of a internal combustion engine, a failure not repairable at sea, the 
submarine 
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was forced to return the next day to base for repairs, referring to the month of November, for the 
execution of the mission. 

In total within the 10 transport missions, of which only 8 regularly completed, were 
landed in the North African ports, mainly to Benghazi, 570.4 tons of material composed of 
293.8 tons of fuel, 213.7 tons of munitions, to 53.6 tons of food and 9.3 tons of from various 
materials. Of even small quantities of transported materials do not, however, record and loss, or 
during transfer or during unloading, once again confirming the usefulness of underwater 
transportation unfortunately, of necessity, limited. 


The activities take place in the month of our submarines it can be summarized in 25 
missions with the use of 22 vessels, of which 14 are to be assigned to offensive-finding 
missions; one for protective ambush antisubmarine mission carried out in metropolitan waters 
and 10 for material transport missions to North Africa. Apart from the transport result without 
loss of a any amount of materials we mentioned before, no other ascertained success was 
obtained in the month, however, having made a single attack on a suspected enemy submarine 
and culminated with the launch of a torpedo, but with uncertain outcome. On the other hand we 
had not to lament the loss of any boat, while three interruptions mission occurred for reasons not 
attributable to enemy forces activities. 


5. —- THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1942. 

The month of November 1942, was the "turning point" of the 2™ World War, in the 
Mediterranean. It began as a battle to break through the line on the Egyptian front, was rapidly 
reaching its climax with the continuous influx to the British VIII Army ever greater quantities of 
war materials, partly American, arrived in that span of time with a large convoy in the way of 
the Cape of Good Hope, on the night on November 5, in fact, after 12 days of heavy fighting, 
British forces were able to open a breach in 
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our deployment through which mechanized forces could wedge, they are threatening to turn the 
entire combat front. In this critical situation the Axis forces, already sorely tried by almost 
uninterrupted attacking aviation and a strong artillery fire, were forced to start maneuvered a 
retreat to more defensible positions. Shortly after, in the early hours of November 8, had started 
in the western Mediterranean in Algeria the Allied attack landing of a strong Anglo-American 
expeditionary corps in Oran and Algiers, while American forces simultaneously attacked 
Casablanca in French Morocco, The attack, known by the code name "Operation Torch", had as 
its objective the rapid occupation of the whole of French North Africa, focusing on the possible 
passive attitude of the Vichy French forces, in order to squeeze between two fronts the Italian 
forces and the German Afrika Korps. Operation "Torch", had began a few days before with the 
departure from Britain and the United States of large heavily escorted convoys -about 370 
merchant ships and escorted landing over 160 warships of various types to - intended to 
establish the bridgeheads in Casablanca, Oran and Algiers. The Mediterranean stage began on 
the 7" with the passage of the Strait of the force distended for Oran and Algiers, which was 
joined as a supporting force, the entire strength of Gibraltar’s Force H of 33 ships of various 
types. 

Landing operations, while immediately countered by the Italian-German air forces and 
the underwater forces, met at first strong resistance by French forces, however, that resistance 
came to an end on the 10", when the Anglo-American forces had already attested firmly at 
various points, following the appeal by Adm. Darlan of a cease-fire. 

Thus began the rapid advance eastward, the landed forces in an attempt to fill in a short 
time the whole French North Africa, while other reinforcement forces were flowing in the ports 
already occupied. The maneuver, which led to the occupation of all the Algerian ports, ran out 
at the Algerian-Tunisian border where they were waiting new German forces. 

Meanwhile the Italian forces and the Afrika Korps were retreating westward under the 
pressure of the British gn Army, Marsa Matruh, in fact, it was occupied by the British forces 
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on November 8, Bardia the (a: Tobruk the 13" and Benghazi on the 20", having decided the 
Italian-German command to fall back temporarily on the Marsa el Brega -Agheila line in 
anticipation of a further setback on the Mareth Line. 

British naval forces in the eastern Mediterranean, at that time under the command of 
Adm. Harwood (Adm. Cunningham had assumed command of all the sea area affected by 
“Operation Torch”, extending from the Strait up to the Marettimo-Cap Bon line), contributed 
effectively to the success of the operations of the 8'" Army, performing the sea to cover the 
advancing forces and restoring as quickly as possible the use of the ports that were gradually 
occupied so as to make them ready to give logistical support of the ground forces. In the 
meantime it was not forgotten the supply of Malta which, in the new situation that was maturing 
in the Mediterranean, would have assumed an increasingly important strategic significance. To 
that end, on November 11, was sent from Alexandria to Malta, escorted by 6 destroyers, the fast 
minelayer Manxman with a load of miscellaneous supplies, especially fuel, while at the same 
time in the western Mediterranean the fast minelayer Welshman, taking advantage of the cover 
of ships engaged in operation "Torch", made a supply trip to Malta from Gibraltar. On 17 
November, finally, a convoy of four ships escorted by a division of light cruisers and seven 
destroyers left Alexandria bound for Malta. Subject immediately after the start with intense air 
strikes by the Aegean Air Force who managed to torpedo, badly damaging, a light cruiser: 
Arethusa, forcing her to return to Alexandria, the convoy arrived in Malta on the 20". 

As part of this whole was important the attacking activities, the employment of our 
submarines in November was carried out particularly in the western Mediterranean along the 
Algerian coast, where German submarines were operating well, in order to counter the landings 
and maximum strengthening of the bridgeheads carried out (see map no. 11). 

When in fact the morning of the 7" the Mediterranean phase of operation "Torch" was in 
full swing with the transit of convoys through the Strait, Supermarina, despite the uncertainty of 
where the Allied forces chosen landing sites would be, 
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took a very strong deployment of boats - 25 - subdivided mainly in two areas that will define 
the maneuver, one just north of Bizerte and the other north of Bona and Philippeville (Algeria), 
from which the boats could all be moved on the occurrence into the areas of landings or if they 
had occurred, as happened in Algeria, whether along the Tunisian coast or even in Sardinia. In 
reality, between the 7" and 8" reached the allocated areas only 19 submarines, while other 4 
intervened between the 11" and 14" and one submarine was sunk during transfer by the enemy. 
However, considering the two boats already on patrol south of the Balearic Islands since the last 
days of October, the normal anti-traffic location will also enable the 25 operating boats during 
the period 7 to 14 November, a period that we can say, including the making of operation 
"Torch" true since even Force H of Gibraltar, after giving coverage to the landing at Bougie 
carried out on 11 November, returned to base the 15". After landing in Bougie allied operations 
in French North Africa assumed the in fact a character of consolidation and expansion of 
bridgeheads. 

Let us now examine, in particular, the intervention sequence and the actions of our 
underwater forces. 

In the south of the Balearic waters, as already mentioned, they were deployed since the 
last days of October the submarines Axum and Topazio. On the eve of the landings the two 
submarines were moved southwards on the likely directions of convoy’s travel and in fact, on 
the ie both boats over took enemy forces. The Axum was the first submarine to get a sure 
hydrophone contact, in lat. 37°14' N and long. 02°23' E (40 miles NW of Cape Caxine), but 
subjected to prolonged anti-submarine hunting that brought him the faults including the r.t. 
transmitting apparatus, she was not able to either make an attack or send the discovery signal. 

On the evening of the same day, at 21:00 or so, the submarine Topazio (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Mario Patane) sighted in lat. 37°05 'N long. 02°41' E a convoy of two ships escorted by 
four destroyers directed towards Algiers and despite the unfavorable position of sight could 
launch a torpedo against an escorting destroyer. Immediately counter-attacked by other light 
ships The Topazio 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 87 


was forced to disengage underwater. On the 9" the two boats left the ambush. 

On the 7" arrived in the area the first of the line boats provided by Supermarina, the 
submarine Bronzo in the Bizerte area, for ease of discussion and reference, we could call the 
area "A", and the submarines Nichelio and Argo in the one facing the gulf of Philippeville , 
which we will call the area "B". 

Followed the next day, on November 8, the date of the first Allied landings, another 16 
boats, of which 5 are in area "A": submarines Avorio -Alagi -Corallo -Diaspro and Turchese, 
and 11 in area "B" or to waters nearby: submarines Aradam - Acciaio - Argento —Asteria- Brin - 
Dandolo -Emo -Mocenigo -Porfido -Platino and Velella 

The 11" arrived in zone "B" on submarine Ascianghi than in previous days had made, as 
we shall see, a material transport to Tobruk; on the 13" arrived the submarine Voltrarnio who 
was also to make a transport to North Africa, subsequently annulled; and on the 14" the 
submarines Giada and Galatea. 

Outlined the objectives of landing of the allied forces, many boats already from the gn 
were moved to the main areas of operations (those of zone "A" all), letting them make frequent 
raids, mostly at night, especially in the vicinity of the ports of Bougie, Philippeville and Bona, 
where among other things, all the boats revealed intense anti-submarine activity both by aircraft 
and by light units of various types. 

According to the chronological order the most important events were the following: 

Between the 7” and gt as already mentioned, 19 submarines reached the respective 
lurking points in the two zones “A” and “B”, some spaced just 12 miles between them. Some of 
them immediately received a first order of westward movement and the nearest landing area, 
Algiers, such as the submarines Nichelio, Argos and Bronzo. During the day of the 8'" there was 
a underwater collision between two boats of zone "A", the submarines Alagi and Diaspro. 
While the latter did not report significant damage, so it can carry out the same evening the 
ordered shift towards Cape Bougaroni, the submarine Alagi reported severe damage, especially 
on the left side of the conning tower, so she was forced to abort the mission heading for return 
to Naples. 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 88 


On the afternoon of the 9" occurred the first loss among the participating boats for the 
deployment. At about 15:00 in fact the submarine Granito (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Leo Sposito) 
while on the surface moving from her home base, Augusta, toward the patrol area along the 
Algerian coast, passing north of Sicily, was the target in lat. 38°34' N Long. 12°00' E (NNW of 
Cape S. Vito Siculo) the launch of three torpedoes from the British submarine Saracen. Struck 
in a vital area, the Granito sank rapidly without any member of the crew could be rescued. 

The same evening, at approximately 20:40 hours, the Porfido while performing a search 
towards Algiers sighted in lat. 37°12' N Long. 04°41' E a light ship from which it was forced to 
disengage, as in turn discovered by the opposing ship and subjected to anti-submarine hunting. 
Farther east, the Bronzo, also in transfer to the Algiers area, sighted approximately at Cap de 
Fer, a patrol ship and chase it into the immediate vicinity of Philippeville without however to 
get to the launch. Also on the evening of the 9"" the Dandolo, because the fusion of a bearing of 
the starboard electric motor, was forced to abort the mission and return to base for servicing. 
She was replaced in the same month of November, also along the Algerian coast, by another 
boat. 

On the evening of the 9"" they left the ambushes south of the Balearic Islands, to 
complete the mission, also the submarines Axum and Topazio. 

In the night on the 10" two boats - the submarines Corallo and Velella - they carried out 
a raid on Philippeville roadstead without finding targets to attack. The morning of the 10", at 
about 06:00 hours, the submarine Acciaio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Ottorino Beltrami), meanwhile 
moved into the Algiers area, sighted resting on the surface in lat. 36°59' N Long. 02°51' Ea 
large ship that initially thought a merchant but subsequently recognized as a cruiser of the 
"Leander" class. 

Started the attack launched at 06:17, from a distance of 1300 meters, at first a salvo of 
two torpedoes and soon after another two torpedoes at the target which carried out preventive 
zigzagging. Two weapons were seen passing the bow, a third probably under the stern and a 
fourth little stern, but was heard, one minute after the launch of the third torpedo, a dry 
detonation without to observe the weapon explosion, when deemed uncertain the result 
achieved. Since on the other 
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hand it was not reflected in enemy documentation, very concise in relation to the number of 
aero-naval activities carried out in those days, sure reference to this action, it must still be 
considered an uncertain outcome. Disengaging submerged the submarine later underwent 
intense anti-submarine hunting by light units, without being damaged. 

At about 08:00 the Platino also moved into the Algiers area sighted from a distance, in 
lat. 37°40' N long. 03° 45' E, a destroyer sailing at a strong gait. Given also the unfavorable beta 
failed to bring in useful position of attack. 

At 13:00 about Submarine Emo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giuseppe Franco), also on patrol in 
the waters near Algiers, it was identified in the course of search conducted by small 
antisubmarine ships in the area. Subjected to the launch of numerous depth charges, launch that 
resulted very centered, the Emo was forced to the reported failures, including a hull water inlet, 
to emerge to engage in surface combat with the attacking ships. Come to the surface and not 
being able to start the combustion engines, after a brief exchange of blows with an attacking 
ship, the sub Chaser Lord Nuffield, the submarine scuttled the point lat. 36°50'N long. 02° 50'E. 

On the 11" the Ascianghi, reached the assigned patrol area after performing a previous 
materials transport mission, was ordered to carry out an offensive reconnaissance in the Bougie 
roadstead, survey who performed that night by detecting a ship on fire in the harbor. While 
looking for other targets was forced to disengage diving with laying on the bottom to avoid the 
attack of a light ship in anti-submarine patrol in the bay. Detected but not identified, it was 
submitted for the whole next day to intensive surface bombardment. On the 11" the submarine 
Acciaio left the patrol area. 

On the night of the 12" three boats carried out, in succession of times, offensive 
reconnaissance in the Bougie roadstead. At first, at about 01:00, was the submarine Argento 
executed detecting intense anti-submarine patrols. At 04:56 arrived in proximity of Bougie the 
submarine Diaspro (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Dotta Antonio) who sighted a large ship in motion 
against which effected an attack. Arriving at close range (about 1000 meters) launched, at 
05:06, four electric torpedoes with opening of salvo but the target 
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managed to avoid. The Diaspro nevertheless managed to launch another stern torpedo at an 
unfavorable beta and apparently unsuccessful despite having heard shortly afterwards a loud 
explosion could be due to the weapon's blast on the coast or against other possible target stop at 
anchor. 

Meanwhile, the submarine Argo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pasquale Gigli) was approaching 
Bougie from the other entrance. At 04:00, she was about to enter the harbor, spotted a group of 
three corvettes on anti-submarine patrol and, illuminated by the glow of a steamer on fire on the 
coast line, some ships at anchor. Forced to dive and to rest on the bottom to avoid the search for 
anti-submarine units, the Argo waited for about two hours for the opportune moment to come 
out and make attack on the ships at anchor. At 05:57, partially emerged despite having the anti- 
submarine units always nearby. He directed the attack at 06:01 hours and in lat. 36° 42'N Long. 
05°10'E first launched two torpedoes against a target little distant and after two torpedoes at a 
ship closer. 

While the submarine was maneuvering to leave the harbor they were distinctly heard the 
weapons explosions. It turned out in fact hit and sunk in this action the auxiliary A/A ship 
Tynwald 2,400 tons while it can not rule out the competition in the final sinking of Mn Awatea 
of 13,482 GRT previously hit during air strikes. 

On the 12" they left the operation area 4 boats: the submarines Argo, Corallo, Diaspro 
and Turchese. 

In the night on November 13 offensive pushes of our boats in the landing areas were 
intensified. They carried incursions toward the Bougie roadstead the submarines Nichelio - 
Asteria - Porfido -Platino -Brin and Bronzo and towards Philippeville, the submarine Ascianghi. 
Everywhere was encountered an ever more intense anti-submarine surveillance. In particular, at 
01:54 hours. the submarine Asteria (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Dante Morrone) arrived in proximity of 
Cape Carbon sighted in lat. 36° 46' N Long. 05°08’ E is two small patrol ships against one of 
them fired, at 02:03, two torpedoes. However, due to the strong phosphorescence of the water 
that was clearly distinguished the wakes of the torpedoes. The attacked ship was able, with a 
timely turn, evade the weapons. Discovered in turn the submarine was forced to disengage in 
immersion being subjected to intense bombardment without 
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however, suffer serious damage. At 03:46 Platino (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Roberto Rigoli) attacked 
with four torpedoes launched at a ship at anchor. The low levels of the available depth in the 
launch area covered caused some weapons to hit the bottom and one or two should have hit the 
steamer. 

Other sightings, mainly to light ships, were made by the remaining boats but were 
unable to conduct such attacks for unfavorable sighting conditions. 

At 12:45 the submarine Asteria after the raid carried out while she was returning to the 
assigned patrol area, was made a target, in lat. 37°13'N long. 05°54'E, an attack by an 
"Lockheed Hudson” type aircraft which dropped against him, from a very low altitude, some 
bombs one of which exploded on deck. The prompt fire reaction of the submarine prevented, 
however, further attacks and surely caused the enemy aircraft damage. Having no reported 
damage in the attack compromising the ability of immersion, the Asteria disengaged and could 
proceed to the assigned area. 

On the day of the 13" left the area of operation of the submarines Avorio and Platino. 

On the day of the 14", the submarine performed a Argento an attack on the Philippeville 
roadstead and submarine Aradam in that of Bona, both finding strong anti-submarine 
surveillance which prevented their possible actions. 

On the night the 15", six boats: the submarines Brin - Argento -Ascianghi -Velella - 
Mocenigo and Asteria, They carried offensive reconnaissance in the Bougie roadstead, the 
submarine Volframio in that Bona and submarine Galatea, the evening of the same day, 
patrolled the water access to Philippeville. 

Of these eight only two boats managed to conduct such initial attacks. At first the 
submarine Brin (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Luigi Andreotti), who came close to Bougie, sighted at 
01:37 hours of the 15" in the background of the coast, a darkened silhouette, believed that of a 
merchant ship against which, at 01:51, launched three torpedoes with slight divergence. The 
three weapons were seen pass under the target that was obviously a light surveillance ship and 
then with draft less than the adjustment of the same weapons. Sighted in turn, the submarine 
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was forced to disengage in immersion while being subjected to anti-submarine hunting but 
without consequences. 

Luckiest the submarine Ascianghi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Rino Erler), who came some time 
later in the vicinity of Bougie, sighted at 03:39 leaving the port, a formation of three warships 
appreciated for cruisers escorted by two destroyers. Made a launch first of two torpedoes at the 
second ship of the formation, but the torpedoes missed the target, the Ascianghi effected, at 
03:46, a second launch two torpedoes this time against the third ship of the formation, hitting 
her with both weapons forward of the bridge and between the bridge and the funnel. Made 
visual observation of the results of the launch the Ascianghi disengaged while diving, 
immediately subjected to research by light escort ships without marking to launch if depth 
charges. As can be seen from the enemy’s documentation, the ship attacked and sunk by our 
submarines it turned out rather to be the fast fleet minesweeper, Algerine of 1,040 tons. 

In the night on the 16" the submarine Aradam (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Carlo Forni) executed 
an offensive reconnaissance in the bay of Bona spotting in nearby objective three escorted 
steamers directed into the port. Taking advantage of the frequent squalls that raged in the area to 
move in a favorable launch position, the Aradam, at 4:47, launched a first salvo of two 
torpedoes at the third steamer appreciated as medium tonnage, however, with negative results 
for the maneuver against the target itself, and at 5:06 a second salvo of two torpedoes without 
even being able this time to strike. The submarine then, having reached in too shallow for 
further useful use of torpedoes, it made a brief shelling of the steamer scoring a hit between the 
navigating bridge and the funnel, after which she disengages to sea after diving. 

Another offensive raid was carried out by the submarine Mocenigo into the Bougie 
roadstead but where our boat met active surveillance. 

On this day they left the areas of operations of the submarines Brin and Ascianghi. 

The night of the 17" were carried out two raids in the landing areas, took part of the 
submarine Velella in the roadstead of 
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Bona and the other by the submarine Volframio in the Bougie roadstead, without performing 
offensive actions and noting the now customary active anti-submarine surveillance. 

In this day when they left the 3 boats operations areas: the submarines Nichelio, Aradam 
and Velella, returned to strengthen the offensive line-2 boats that had previously operated: the 
submarines Argo and Avorio, thus beginning an "operational duty" which it was also continued 
in the following days and which gradually replaced the first strong deployment. 

The 18" not recorded major events while 4 boats: Argento -Asteria -Porfido and Bronzo 
left the ambush. 

In the early hours of the 19" the submarine Mocenigo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alberto 
Longhi), lurking to the NW area of Cap de Fer, sighted in lat. 37°14.5'N long. 06°54'E a convoy 
of seven ships, escorted, with the route east against which began the attack, and at 00:35, 
appreciated for a distance of the 1,000 meters, she launched four torpedoes, with divergent 
salvo, against a ship of large tonnage. Forced to disengage underwater, because the proximity of 
escort without having been able to make direct observation of the results of the launch, then 
detected after a race of 65 seconds of two strong explosions so thought he had hit the target, 
confirmed by the appreciation of the absolute lack antisubmarine of reaction after the attack. 

Also in the night on the 19" the submarine Avorio carried out a offensive reconnaissance 
in the bay of Bona, without achieving success. On this day they left the zone of operations of 
the submarines Giada and Volframio. 

With the date of 20" almost all submarines of the first deployment had returned to their 
bases, with the exception of submarine Mocenigo who left the area on the evening of the 20", 
the same boat having previously carried out a survey in Philippeville roadstead and submarine 
Galatea (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Carlo Cruciani) who also directed towards base following the night 
of the 21* near Cap de Fer, attacked a escorted steamer culminated with the launch of four 
torpedoes, however, with negative results for both irregular operation of some weapons and for 
the zigzagging routes of the target. 
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On the other hand on the 20" arrived in the area for a "operating turn" the submarines 
Dessie and Malachite followed, in the last ten days of November, by the submarines Dandolo - 
Nichelio -Asteria and Giada who thus performed the second mission that was prolonged until 
the first days of December, while the first boats left the operations area staggered between 3" 
and 28 November. 

In the last decade of the month then it had an average of 4-5 boats operating along the 
Algerian coast. 

They continued in this period, offensive reconnaissance, occasional, mostly in the 
estuaries of Bona, Philippeville and Bougie and patrols mainly along the coast, on the other 
hand operations were hampered by bad weather. Particularly offensive raids were carried out in 
the harbor of Philippeville on the nights of the 23", 24™ and 27" respectively by the submarines 
Dessie, Malachite and Dandolo. In the Bougie roadstead worked into the night on the 24" the 
submarine Avorio, in the night on the 26" the submarines Nichelio and Dessie and into the night 
on the 27" the submarine Giada, while they carried raids in the Bay of Bona, on the night of the 
30", the submarines Dandolo and Giada. 

During the aforementioned raids occurred some offensive actions that are detailed in the 
following sections. At first the submarine Avorio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Priggione) while 
directed the morning of the 24". to carry out reconnaissance in the Bougie roadstead sighted, at 
01:16 near Cape Carbon, a ship obscured proceeding at low speed. The ship recognition, later 
revealed as a light ship. It was made difficult by the frequent squalls that raged in the area. 
Moving into close range to the target, the Avorio effected at 01:54 hours in lat. 36° 42'N Long. 
05° 11'N a launch of torpedoes from a distance of up to 7-800 meters, then disengaging 
underwater. About 40 seconds after launch were clearly heard the explosions of weapons; it was 
not possible to ascertain the results of the attack of which there is no reference in enemy 
documentation. After this action the Avorio carried out the planned reconnaissance in the 
Bougie roadstead and thereafter moves to the assigned area. 

A few hours later, at 04:00 hours that is, the 2A" the submarine Malachite (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Alpinolo Cinti), while he was returning to his 
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ambush area after making an offensive foray into the Philippeville roadstead, he sighted in lat. 
37°11'N long. 07°09'E a first group of three large ships escorted by a destroyer or light ships 
and, not far from the first, a second group of ships consisting of a large tanker with an escort of 
two light ships. Both groups, with steamers evidently empty and in ballast, proceeded towards 
the west. It started the attack on the first group launched at 04:11 hours only two torpedoes at 
the first steamer, having been unable due to irregular operation of some launch tubes, the 
prescribed salvo of four weapons. 

While the submarine was maneuvering to make a further launch with stern tubes, it was 
clearly heard the explosion of a weapon against the attacked ship, considered of large tonnage. 
At 04:15 the Malachite then executed, from close range, launching a torpedo at the tanker and 
while this, noticing the attack, was turned towards the submarine having in the meantime 
opened fire with his deck gun, the boat performed a second launch torpedo then disengaging 
submerged. Were heard then, in quick succession, three loud explosions attributed to the 
moment the possible explosion of weapons against the attacked target. 

Enemy documentation, although not showing a precise reference of this action, 
confirming any damages that occurred that day in the Philippeville area. 

Subsequently, the OT at 20:30, the submarine Dandolo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giacomo 
Scano) after making an offensive reconnaissance in the Philippeville roadstead, spotted in the 
vicinity of the roadstead two corvettes on antisubmarine patrol against which he fired two 
torpedoes which nevertheless missed the target possibly caused by the adverse sea conditions 
existing in the area. 

The 28"" was accessed loss of one of our boat, the submarine Dessie "(Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Alberto Gorini). It, as mentioned above in the course of operational analysis, had made in the 
days before the landings an offensive reconnaissance in the assigned areas, thereafter taking 
ambush near Bona, from enemy documents show that, on the 28" at 14:00 hours or so, the 
Dessie "was spotted by a plane about 10 miles north of Bona and immediately reported 
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to a British patrol unit. These, arrived on the spot, he would be subjected to intense anti- 
submarine hunting. The same ship then reported seeing him emerge out of control and then 
sinking stern vertically, without its being possible to recover any shipwrecked. The sinking 
point lat. 37°04N Long. 07°49'E. 

Simultaneously with the described activities of our underwater forces along the 
Algerian-Tunisian coast, undoubtedly the most important and complex, further activities but far 
more modest proportions were held in November in other areas of the Mediterranean. 

At the start of operation “Torch” 4 submarines: H / -H 4 -H 6 and Baiamonti were 
located in the Ligurian Gulf in the period November 8 to 10 in order to “intercept any enemy 
forces from the west” as reported in task orders. On 14 and 15 November and then in fear of 
coups against the French ports of Corsica, they were sent in wait in front of the port of Ajaccio 
the submarines H & and Baiamonti. These missions carried out in the waters of the Upper 
Tyrrhenian and along the coasts of Corsica did not register major events. 

The eastern Mediterranean in the area was taking place the strong offensive of the 
British 8" Army, did not remain unprotected by our boats, typically those based in Leros. Three 
boats in fact: the submarine Sirena -Beilul and Onice, took turns in patrolling the waters to the 
west of Cyprus and SE of our island of Kastellorizo, for any interception of enemy forces raids 
against the Dodecanese islands. 

In particular, the submarine Sirena operated from 1* to 14 November and the submarine 
Beilul from the 16™ to the 29". It was noted the submarine Onice which remained in ambush 
until the entire of the first decade of the following month. 

Very limited however was the activity of our forces for protective anti-submarine 
ambush missions - only two missions carried out in Upper Adriatic by submarines Bandiera and 
Squalo on the days of 14 and 15 November - while continued intense traffic by our submarines 
with ports North Africa for transport of materials of most urgent need. Were in fact carried out 
in November as many as 17 transport missions by 16 submarines, some of which, after the 
completion of the transport mission, 
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were employed in offensive missions along the Algerian coast. 

The landing of materials in African ports obviously followed the progress of ongoing 
operations on the land front. So until November 6 landing occurred in anchorages closer to the 
fighting front, Tobruk, and then in the following days withdrew on Libyan ports. In particular 
four submarines arrived in Tobruk on November 4, in order: the submarine Zoea with 48 tons of 
gasoline in cans, the submarine Ascianghi with 18 ton of ammunition, the submarine Santarosa 
with 69.7 tons of ammunition and submarine Uarsciek also with 19 tons of ammunition. These 
cargos were landed on the same day with no losses. To be mentioned that in transfer from 
Messina to Tobruk the submarine Ascianghi had recovered at sea, on the ft. 20 members of a 
German transport plane that had crashed then landed them in Tobruk. The same Ascianghi in 
return from this mission, after a brief stop in Augusta to load necessary supplies, was later 
employed as we have seen in offensive actions along the Algerian coast. The submarine 
Uarsciek however, having encountered in return navigation underlying problems with an 
internal combustion engine, and obtained permission to rest in Tripoli for the necessary repairs, 
and therefore arrives in Messina on the 16" of the month. 

The day of November 5 came to Tobruk one boat, the submarine Granito, with 22.4 tons 
of ammunition. Departed the same day, after discharge, to return to base, he was ordered to 
move to along the Algerian coast to counter the landings in progress, but needing supplies, she 
returned to Augusta on the 8". Departing again little time later the Granito, as already 
mentioned, was the victim of an enemy submarine attack while sailing north of the Sicilian 
coast to move to the Western Mediterranean. 

Three more boats arrived in Tobruk on the 6° in order: the submarine Dessie with 19.5 
tons of ammunition, the Sciesa with 84.8 tons of ammunition and 1 ton of surgical material and 
Bragadino with 69 tons of ammunition. 

These were the last landings made in Tobruk materials in that, with the approach of the 
fighting front, the stronghold was already subjected to violent air strikes. 
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During one of these attacks, carried out early in the afternoon of the 6"", the submarine 
Sciesa (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Raul Galletti) who had almost completed the discharge of the 
material, was hit by three bombs that caused a fire and severe damage to the hull, compromising 
its buoyancy. 

The submarine, which in the attack had suffered the loss of 23 crew members, was thus 
led to running aground in the port so as to avoid the complete sinking. It was destroyed shortly 
after, by the abandonment of the fort. 

Evacuated this base on 13 November, the landing of materials continued at an intense 
pace in the most western Libyan ports. 

On the morning of the 13" arrived in Tripoli from Taranto the submarine Atropos with 
45.8 tons of ammunition and engineer material, departing again after discharge by the afternoon 
of the following day. On the 15" arrived, again to Tripoli the submarine Settimo with 23.4 tons 
of ammunition, landed without incident the same day, and the afternoon of the 16" the 
submarine Delfino journeyed to Buerat el Hsum 70.2 tons of ammunition. Completed the 
material landed in the early hours of the 17", the Delfino returned to Taranto on the 21". 

The late evening of the 17", arrived in Tripoli from Taranto the submarine Micca with 
107 tons of gasoline in bulk in the double bottoms and 66 tons of petrol in cans, for a total of 
173 tons. On November 21, the submarine Santarosa landed at Buerat el Hsum 61 tons of 
material referred to as 25.4 tons of gasoline and 35.6 tons of ammunition. To be mentioned that 
on the morning of 21“, while the Santarosa headed for entry into port, was made target of the 
launch of three torpedoes from a enemy submarine that our boat avoided with prompt 
maneuver. 

On the 22" the submarine Menotti also landed at Buerat el Hsum, 28.8 tons of 
ammunition and 21.1 tons of petrol in cans, for a total of 49.9 tons. 

On the 24" arrived in Tripoli two boats: the submarine Toti with 57.5 tons of petrol and 
3 tons of lubricating oils, who departed the next afternoon with 2.5 tons of valuables from the 
local Bank of Italy, and submarine Corridoni with 54.7 tons of petrol in cans and 1.2 tons of 
food. It also departed for Taranto on the afternoon of the following day. On November 29, 
finally, also arrived in Tripoli on submarine Narvalo with 38.2 tons of ammunition, 22.9 tons of 
gasoline in 
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cans and 1.2 tons of lubricating oils, for a total of 62.3 tons, who landed without incident on the 
same day despite a violent air attack conducted that afternoon against the port. 

Altogether there were then transported 955.9 tons of materials of which 541.6 tons of 
ammunition; 402.6 tons of petrol in bulk and cans; 4.2 tons of lubricating oils; 1.2 tons of food 
and 6.3 tons of various materials including 2.5 tons of valuable removed from the branch of the 
Bank of Italy in Tripoli, without suffering any loss in cargos, while was recorded the loss of a 
boat as a result of an aerial attack. 

Summing up the intense activity carried out this month by our underwater forces, it can 
be shown in 62 missions carried out with the use of 51 boats. Of these, 43 are considered 
primarily offensive missions with tasks and exploratory objectives; 2 as anti-submarine 
protective ambush missions in metropolitan waters and 17 as transport missions. 

The assessment, however, the results obtained during the 15 attacks that culminated with 
the launch of 48 weapons and shelling The action, however, is very difficult, whereas in this 
month, just in the western Mediterranean, official enemy sources (English and American) 
reported the following losses or serious damage suffered from Franco-German air and naval 
forces or from French defensive occurring in the early days of the landing: 

- War or auxiliary vessels sunk: 22,245 grt 

- War or auxiliary vessels damaged: 55,021 grt 

- Merchant vessels sunk: 94,335 grt 

- Merchant vessels damaged: 36,691 grt. 

However, according to confirmations so far obtained from enemy sources, the share of 
the aforementioned losses and damages assignable with certainty to the actions by our 
submarines is at least 3,440 tons for the sinking of military ships and assisted in the sinking of 
13,482 grt; it is very likely, however, that the figure, especially as regards merchant shipping, is 
significantly higher. 

By contrast in the course of intense activity was recorded the loss of 4 boats, one the 
work of a submarine, two in 
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following anti-submarine hunt conducted by surface ships and one the consequence of an air 
raid which impeded the recovery of the damaged boat. Mission breaks for various causes were 
also limited to two, while not recorded any interruption due to consequential damages incurred 
to anti-submarine actions. 


6. -THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 1942. 

In December, while our Western African front was being stabilized approximately along 
the Algerian-Tunisian border following the influx of significant reinforcements, the eastern one 
was still in the process of fluctuation on the borders of Tripolitania. After a temporary defense 
on El Agbeila base line with the veterans forces from the long retreat from Egypt and while they 
were coming from Italy new units and materials was initiated on December 6 a further 
withdrawal into Buerat that went on until the 29" of the month, the precursor to the permanent 
abandonment of Tripolitania and falling back on the fortified line of Mareth. 

On the maritime front of the more intense enemy activity continued in the western 
Mediterranean by the need that the Anglo-Americans had to quickly reinforce their deployment 
on the ground, with a view to further operations. However, even in the central and eastern 
Mediterranean enemy activity was no less important and directed mainly to a significant 
strengthening of Malta and to restore operational efficiency of various anchorages, especially 
those of Cyrenaica, sabotaged by the Axis forces. 

In the first decade of the month was in fact carried out a supply mission sent to Malta, 
under guard of the 15" Cruiser Division and several destroyers, a convoy of four ships and a 
tanker, while in Malta was being reconstituted Force K with 2 light cruisers and 4 destroyers 
with the addition of a flotilla of motor torpedo boats, with the task to undermine and attack our 
trade with the abridged Libyan-Tunisian. 

Also in this month so the increased activity of our underwater forces was conducted 
along the Algerian coast, in order to counteract the strengthening of the enemy invasion forces. 
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As mentioned by examining the operations of the previous month, four boats were 
deployed in early December along the Algerian coast, one of which, the submarine Nichelio, in 
the waters off Cape Bougaroni, three submarines Asteria, Dandolo and Giada, deployed more 
to the east between Cap de Fer and the island of La Galite (see map no. 12). Of these the only 
the submarine Asteria (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Dante Morrone) had the opportunity of seeing, in the 
evening of the 2™ | a formation of four light ships in patrol. However, after starting the attack he 
was forced to desist for counter-maneuver of the ships which had in turn located her. Later, on 
the evening of AY during the phase of emersion Asteria collided with a light ship, probably a 
sub hunter, while in time was motioned with machine gun fire. Shooting diving in deep water, 
our submarine suffered a violent hunt with the launch of several depth charges. Having 
reported, however, in the collision of the total loss of use of the conning tower, the Asteria was 
forced to leave the ambush. 

The three other boats returned to their bases between 4 and 6 December. Meanwhile, 
between 2 and 3 December, other boats had arrived in those waters, the submarines Alagi - 
Bronzo -Galatea -Porfido and Volframio. At the same time three boats, the submarine Corallo - 
Diaspro and Turchese, were sent in ambush in the area in front of Ajaccio to counter any 
offensive actions by naval forces against the enemy base where was centralized the traffic of our 
troops and materials intended to complete the occupation of Corsica, which began after the 
allies landings in North Africa. 

The fear of enemy offensive operations against the island proved unfounded, and the 
deployment was removed on the evening of the aM. 

The 5 boats instead in ambush along the Algerian coast continued raids against major 
ports occupied by the Allies, especially Bougie and Bona so, where however revealed an 
increasingly intense anti-submarine surveillance both by naval ships and by aircraft, 
surveillance which often prevented him from conducting offensive actions. In particular, the 
submarine Porfido (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Lorenzotti) while patrolling off the island of La 
Galite was attacked on the morning of the 6", at 01:50, by an enemy submarine, 
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the submarine Tigris, who launched against him to two torpedoes. Hit by a weapon in the area 
of the internal combustion engines, the Porfido sank in no time with almost the entire crew, the 
point lat. 38°10'N long. 08°35'E. Only four men were recovered at sea by the enemy submarine. 

The morning of the 8'" the Volframio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Manunta) on patrol 
in the waters of Bona, sighted at very close range a destroyer proceeding at high speed, against 
which could not lead in the end to the attack for the sudden turn of the target just before the 
launch. Also in Bona waters, where the Allies had deployed some cruisers and light escort ships 
for the attack on our lines of communication with Tunisia, on the evening of the 10" at 19: 12, 
the submarine Bronzo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Cesare Buldrini ) spotted a section of cruisers 
escorted by two destroyers with route to the North. Moved to launch at the larger ships, the 
Bronzo effected, at 19:16, a salvo of four torpedoes, however, having to disengage underwater 
immediately after a ready counter-maneuver by the destroyers. The launch point lat. 37°14'N 
long. 08°03'E. The boat heard, quite clearly, at least the explosion of a weapon followed shortly 
afterwards by another loud explosion, and resurfaced after about three hours in the same waters 
where he had led the attack, he encountered a wide and thick cloud of acrid and penetrating 
smoke that could possibly be associated with the action performed before. 

While the four surviving boats of this deployment were leaving the Algerian waters, 
scaled in time (the first was the submarine Alagi the evening of the 8"" and the last the Volframio 
on the 15"), they arrived in the area between the island of La Galite and Cap de Fer, 5 other 
boats, in order to ensure the continuity of offensive patrols along the coasts and in the 
immediate vicinity of the main ports. A sixth boat, the submarine Turchese, which was 
supposed to be part of this group, departed the 9" from Cagliari where return to base the 
following day due to drawbacks of the engine. 

On the 11" took up positions so the submarine Argento and Corallo, followed on the 
12" by the submarine Mocenigo, the 14" by the Diaspro submarine and the 16" by the 
submarine Malachite. As it has become the practice of ambushes along the Algerian coast, 
ships, some of this group carried out offensive raids especially against the ports of 
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Bougie and Bona. Especially in the night on the 13" there were conducted two raids on the port 
of Bougie (Submarines Argento and Corallo) and into the night on the 14" a raid on the Bona 
harbor (submarine Diaspro). These operations, however, revealed the increasing difficulty of 
reaching up to the immediate vicinity of the ports where they could be identified targets to 
attack, due to the growing anti-submarine surveillance put in place by the enemy. In fact, the 
submarine Argento, in approaching the Bougie roadstead in the night on the 13", it was spotted 
by four light ships of outer vigilance which proceeded to hunt him preventing effect the orderly 
reconnaissance. Shortly after the submarine Corallo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Guido Guidi), which 
had to do that night an offensive reconnaissance in the Bougie roadstead, was located and 
attacked by light ships in the point lat. 36°58'N Long. 05°07'E (about 14 miles N of the port). 
No crew member survived from our submarine, which in this action was sunk, it is not given to 
know the details of the action conducted mainly by English gunboat Enchantress who, 
according to reports, was damaged in the action of the ramming the Corallo. 

Good success was instead made by submarine Mocenigo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alberto 
Longhi), lurking off Bona, on the morning of the 14". In fact, it sighted at 05:56, in lat. 37°30' 
N long. 08°13'E, a group of four warships who were appreciated to be "Tribal" class destroyers, 
sailing in the sections on two columns and directed to return to Bona probably at the end of a 
raid on our traffic in Tunisian waters. finding himself in a favorable position for the attack, the 
Mocenigo was able to launch two minutes after the sighting, and from a short distance, four 
torpedoes at the head ship of the section closest to him, immediately after performing a quick 
submerged disengagement for in turn not to be identified, and not compromising in this way the 
action outcome. In the course of disengagement, however, 59 seconds after launch, were heard 
very distinct and slightly spaced two strong explosions. Our submarine noted also intermittently 
in the noise generated by the turbines of the ships in the area, indication that some of them had 
stopped. Twenty minutes after the launch she underwent a short hunting however without 
consequences. From the enemy’s documentation, in fact, it appears that that morning around 
sunrise, the cruiser Argonaut 8,450 tons, was 
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severely damaged following the strike of a torpedo in our lat. 37°20’ N long. 08°10'E, with so 
slight and justifiable differences in the point of attack. Obviously the action of the submarine 
Mocenigo was not conducted against four "Tribal" class destroyers as first thought, but against 
two “Dido” class cruisers, ships at that time located in Bona, and that in general lines could be 
exchanged, in the uncertain predawn light, for "Tribal" class destroyers, and against two 
destroyers. 

Returned to the base after the action for re-supply her endowment of torpedoes, the 
Mocenigo two days after the shooting was patrolling in the same area in collaboration with the 
three remaining boats of the group. This, however, was reinforced, from the 23", with 2 other 
boats - the submarines Alagi and Giada - in consideration of important movements of enemy 
shipping reported in the meantime. The six vessels of this group were recalled to their bases by 
December 24 no significant events occur, with the exception of an attack carried out on the 
evening of the same 24") at 19.55 hours in lat. 37°38.5’ N long. 08°11.5' E, a enemy submarine 
attack against our Mocenigo in return and culminated with the launch of a torpedo and a brief 
action of fire, fortunately without consequence. This attack, relatable to what was carried out the 
previous December 6" by the submarine Tigris against the submarine Porfido and which cost 
the loss of our boat, it revealed as enemy were also resorting to anti-submarine ambush patrols 
submarines in the most likely areas of our underwater forces to contain the threat. 

Because our boats all had explicit orders to refrain from attacking other submarines, in 
consideration both of the number of boats used and the contiguity of the ambush areas often 
very restricted, they found themselves handicapped effects whenever they had to face offensive 
action of enemy submarines. 

The last days of the month, that is, from 29 December. 4 patrol boats resumed their 
offensive patrols in Algerian waters: the submarine Alagi in an area NE of Bona and submarines 
Argo, Giada and Dandolo in a common area, large 60 miles west of Cape Carbon, for control of 
the coastal routes between Algiers, Philippeville and Bona. Since these missions was prolonged 
until the first 
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days of January 1943, they will be again mentioned in the operational analysis. 

Despite this considerable activity of our underwater forces in the western Mediterranean, 
a further activity, albeit reduced, was being held in the waters of Malta both in the Central and 
Eastern Mediterranean. In the Waters of Malta where, as we have already reported, had been 
reconstituted since the preceding month the intervention of Force K against our traffic, they 
carried out a protective ambush from 13 to 15 December, on the occasion of a passage of one of 
our major convoy to Tripoli, by the submarines Uarsciek and Topazio, both in two nearby areas, 
about 50 miles south of the island. These boats had occasion to spot enemy forces. The first by 
the submarine Topazio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Patane) on the 14". at 01:27 hours in lat. 
34°49'N long. 14°35'E, encountered 3 cruisers proceeding in a row ahead and 2 destroyers. 
Started the attack against the group of larger ships, the Topazio was forced to desist from the 
action for a turn at a time of formation and attempted in the attack on the destroyer escort which 
however presented in unfavorable position. Nevertheless our submarine, at 01:40, it made the 
launch of three torpedoes that the two destroyers managed to avoid with a timely maneuver. 
Then came the submarine Uarsciek (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Gaetano Arezzo della Targia) that a few 
hours later sighted, far away, two light ships without therefore be able to attack. However, the 
next morning at 03:00 hours in lat. 35°08'N long. 14°22'E, the Uarsciek reencountered them, 
this time at close range, believed the formation consists of one cruiser and three destroyers 
headed for Malta. Being in favorable position our submarine effected immediately launch of 
two stern torpedoes then exiting in diving, while being heard two loud explosions, likely an 
indication of the weapons blast. She went down rapidity to deep depth, the submarine was 
returned swiftly to the surface giving the air in the double bottom but emerged in the maneuver 
with the conning tower totally exposed, what he did find the light escort ships subjected him 
immediately to a violent chase. Framed by the explosions of the depth charges, which caused 
several water inlets into the hull, the Uarsciek was forced to return to the surface again 
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to give any fight with the cannon and then scuttled. 

But just completed the surfacing, the boat was caught in a violent machine gun and 
cannon fire of the enemy, that killed the boat commander, the 1“ officer and 16 crewmen, while 
slowly proceeded the prepared scuttling operations. The Uarsciek just taken in tow by the 
enemy ships, when at approximately 04:00 of the 15", she disappeared permanently into the 
waves. 

The surviving crewmen were collected by Greek DD Queen Olga and the English DD 
Petard. 

In the Central and Eastern Mediterranean were carried out in only five months, including 
three ambushes in the waters to the west of Cyprus - submarine Onice from November 29 to 
December 13, submarine Nereide December 13 to 27 and submarine Ametista 27 to 9 January 
next - and two along the Cyrenaica coast, mainly North of Ras Aamer: submarines Galatea and 
Aradam. These two were carried out in the last five days of December and continued until the 
first decade of the following January. Also given the adverse weather conditions have settled in 
that period of time in Central and Eastern Mediterranean with sea up to force eight of the scale, 
the operations of these submarines did not give positive results. 

In addition to the missions with offensive tasks described above, were carried out during 
the month of December 1942, 2 protective ambush antisubmarine missions, one special mission 
to transport commandos and 10 transport material missions to North Africa, one of which is 
suspended for mechanical failure. 

They participated in two protective antisubmarine ambush missions the submarine 
Bandiera and Jalea that between 28 and 31 December, They carried anti-submarine search and 
ambushes in northern Adriatic off the coast of Istria. 

The special mission to transport commandos was carried out by the submarine Ambra 
(Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Arillo) that in the previous May, had participated in the assault action 
against the base of Alexandria. 

This time, however, in addition to the assault craft and related workers, the Ambra took 
on board 10 SLC operators or assault swimmers, for an attack in force against warships and 
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Anglo-American merchant ships present in the bay and the port of Algiers. 

The operation began on December 4 at 14:52 with the departure of the submarine from 
La Spezia carrying the means and the men of the assault troops. In the early hours of the gm 
after a navigation largely characterized by adverse sea conditions, that had put a strain on the 
crew's physical endurance and in particular that of assault operators, the Ambra was in the 
immediate vicinity of the target. However, due to adverse sea conditions which would have 
hindered not only a safe approach to the intended point of the sortie but also a regular action 
performance of assault troops, their commander Arillo decided to postpone the operation to a 
more favorable moment , beginning an hidden swinging off target to attack. 

On the 11", being the greatly improved sea conditions, the Ambra resumed the approach 
to the bay of Algiers and at 16:30 began the most delicate phase of the approach it, carried out 
in shallow waters, often navigating crawling on the bottom for the crossing of any network of 
obstruction and in the presence of continuous anti-submarine supervision by surface ships in the 
area. At 21:45 came to the intended location, that is just over a mile south from the mouth of the 
harbor on a depth of 18 meters. Carried out between 22:25 and 23:30 the discharge both of the 
assault swimmers and operators of the SLC, the Ambra expectations in place, as agreed, until at 
02:54 of the 12", the possible return of the raider personnel, then began maneuver of 
disengagement without being able to recover any man also because in the meantime it was 
detected a fiery reaction of light weapons and launch depth charges, a sure sign the alarm 
aroused among the enemy ships by the action of our assault troops. After a difficult underwater 
navigation to get away from the objective, which involved among other things a collision 
against an unspecified obstacle occurred at a depth of 30 meters, without consequences for the 
immersion seal of the boat, and also carried out under an active search conducted by submarine 
chaser ships of attacked the base, Ambra re-emerged on the evening of the 12" at a sufficient 
distance from Algiers then continuing for La Spezia where she arrived at 11.20 of the 15" next. 
With regard to actions and results 
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obtained from our assault troops in this operation, see the Volume XIV "The assault craft." 


The transport by submarines of essential materials, inevitably almost exclusively to 
Tripoli one of the few ports remained in our hands after the long retreat, also intense in the 
month of December. However, in view of the serious air threat, the stay in port of our boats was 
limited to the minimum necessary for the landing of material. On December 1“ arrived in 
Tripoli on submarine Settimo with 31.7 tons of ammunition distributing, to the discharge 
performed on the same day. Then came an interruption in arrivals due to a malfunction at sea 
caused by submarine Oraria who would have also carried a load of ammunition. The 10" 
arrived the submarine Settembrini with 40.5 tons of ammunition and the 12™ the submarine 
Delfino landed, this time at Buerat, 21.8 tons of petrol in cans, 38 tons of ammunition and 1.5 
tons of lubricating oils, for a total of 61.3 tons. 

He followed on the 16", again to Tripoli, the submarine Menotti with 35.4 tons of 
ammunition 21 tons of petrol in cans, 12 tons of lubricants oils and 0.5 tons of various 
materials, for a total of 68.9 tons. The 19" the submarine Settimo, again, landed 31.7 tons of 
ammunition and the 22" the submarine Corridoni brought 21.2 tons of bulk gasoline, 24.3 tons 
of petrol in cans, 2.6 tons of lubricants oils and 1.2 of food, for a total of 49.3 tons. The a5* 
again came the Settembrini with a load of 45.4 tons of ammunition and finally the 27" arrived 
two boats: the submarine Otaria with a load of 23.3 tons of ammunition and 63 tons of motors, 
for a total of 86.3 tons and the submarine Micca with 108 tons of gasoline in bulk contained in 
double bottoms, 66.5 tons of petrol in cans and 0.9 tons of various materials, for a total of 175.4 
tons. The submarine Oraria also from Tripoli embarked, for the transfer to Italy, 10 prisoners of 
wat. 

Overall, then, in the course of the 9 transport missions carried out were transported, 
almost all to Tripoli, 590.5 tons of materials made up as: 262.8 tons of gasoline; 246 tons of 
ammunition; 79.1 tons of lubricants oils and 2.6 tons of various cargo. The aforementioned 
materials, which unfortunately represent a very modest share compared to the real need of the 
hour, they were all landed regularly and immediately routed to the combat front without 
suffering any loss 
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despite the precarious conditions of landing due to frequent incursions that the attacking aircraft 
effected against our ports, so the merit falls then on a brave crews of our submarines. 


Summarizing the activities carried out in the month by our submarines, it can be 
summarized in 44 missions carried out of which only 42 completed or partially accomplished 
having recorded 2 mission interruptions (an offensive ambush and a transport) the before the 
boat had assumed the planned deployment or made the material discharge. The submarines 
employed were 33. Of the total number of missions, 31 were offensive and exploratory tasks, 
two antisubmarine tasks mainly in metropolitan waters, 10 tasks of material transport and a 
mission with the task of transportation of raiding vehicles and assault personnel. 

Although they were hampered for most of the month by adverse weather conditions and 
an increasingly active aero-naval anti-submarine surveillance in the patrol areas, the boats 
engaged in offensive missions had 4 attacks culminated with the launch of 13 weapons, with 
proven results of serious damage to a "Dido" cruiser class of 5,450 tons, and probable additional 
minor damage. 

An attacking ship, the Corvette Enchantress of 1,190 tons, was also seriously damaged 
in the action of the ramming of one of our boat: the submarine Corallo. We suffered, in the 
course of the missions, the loss of 3 boats (one for action of a submarine and two from anti- 
submarine actions of surface ships). Finally a boat for collision with an enemy ship was forced 
to stop the offensive patrolling before the scheduled end. 

It is emphasized that the conduct of "offensive raids" in the immediate vicinity of ports 
or bays in the landing zone by boats employed in those waters, which put a strain on crews and 
materials, continuing every day by acquiring a character of ever greater difficulty with the 
continued development of the enemy anti-submarine defense, especially up-close, which often 
precluded any possibility of success to our submarines. 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 110 


So ended the second half of 1942 during which there had been a strategic evolution in 
the Mediterranean that appeared ever more crucial importance for the final outcome of the 
conflict, at least in this area. The efforts made by both belligerents on the maritime front, 
indispensable complement of the action taken on the land front, had resulted in operations 
proportions hitherto unknown in the Mediterranean. 

In these circumstances our submarines, whose operating limits seemed more and more 
clear in comparison to stronger means and technical improvement of the enemy, lavished with 
high usual aggressive spirit, compensating in different ways to the progressive outranking their 
offensive means and obtaining gratifying successes in several cases, such as during Operation 
Pedestal. 

Comparing the operations of our submarines in the second half of 1942 with those 
carried out in the previous six months, there has been a substantial increase over the previous 
period in the various forms in which it was performed. First, the average monthly number of 
boats used in various types of missions was considerably higher (32 instead of 22), increased in 
part due to the higher number of material transport missions with 4,561.2 tons of cargo landed 
in the semester in the anchorages of Northern Africa, which is a record figure. Higher than the 
number of missions with offensive tasks and protective anti-submarine ambush missions, while 
with the time recorded a significant increase in attacks carried out and the number of thrown 
weapons, with proven results, of 7,640 tons of sunken warships and 22,640 tons of badly 
damaged warships; 37,240 grt merchant shipping sunk and 22,305 grt merchant shipping 
damaged, in addition to a plane downed and two definitely damaged, with a significant increase 
so compared to the previous period. Unfortunately most activity, which is briefly mentioned, 
together with the greater virulence of enemy aero-naval antisubmarine attacks, involved a 
higher number of losses of our boats, 13 compared to 7 of the previous six months, and a greater 
number of interruptions mission, while in the contribution of new constructions remained 
almost constant, 8 instead of 7. 
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CHAPTER III. 


ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
FROM 01/01/1943 TO 06/30/1943 


1. - MONTH OF JANUARY 1943. 


On January 3, 1943 was the beginning on the Libyan front of our further the planned 
withdrawal from the positions of Buerat to their chosen defensive line of Mareth, which was to 
finish the grand retreat maneuver of 2,500 Km in length developed between El Alamein and the 
defensive line preparing in Southern Tunisia. This, we might call the second stage of the 
maneuver, was imposed by the High Command with the operational objective assessment of 
strengths and ability to contain the offensive breakthrough of that formidable military force of 
the British VIII Army for as long as possible, it had proved to be, so much so that the 
reengagement of the enemy on the front of Buerat came only on January 15, contained by the 
rearguard of our forces in an orderly retreat. The entrenched camp in Tripoli abandoned on 
January 23, the bulk of the troops reached the Mareth in the last days of the month, which was 
constituted by our remaining forces and the Afrika Korps, the I‘ Army. In northern Tunisia, 
meanwhile, had been quickly setting up the German ve Army to contain the offensive of the 
Allied forces landed in Algeria, offensive which actually had already been contained, at least 
temporarily, to the Algerian-Tunisian border. 

In the strategic framework briefly outlined the maritime front could not but maintain a 
character of priority importance to all belligerents committed both to quickly strengthen 
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their respective side, and to attack the opponent's communications. So, while our side was made 
an exceptional effort to bring into Tunisia the bulk of our forces and the German V Army and 
reinforcements for the I Army - our submarines and our convoys arrived in Tripoli until almost 
the abandonment of the city, later diverted to the Tunisian eastern ports - on part of the enemy 
continued intense reinforcement and upgrading of the landed forces and the rapid refurbishment 
of busy ports, for the advancement of the logistics centers. At the same time the light forces 
located in Bona and Malta, along with submarines and the air force, carried out an increasingly 
burdensome pressure on our supply lines with the Tunisian redoubt in order to strangle, which 
however did not happen, the umbilical cord, albeit precariously, it could still provide some 
defense of our African positions. 

In such a policy framework, the main activity of our underwater forces was concentrated 
in the month of January 1943, along the Algerian-Tunisian coast (see map no. 13). 

In the early days of the month they were on patrol in the waters, as we mentioned in the 
previous chapter the operational examination in December, four boats, and that is the Alagi, in 
an area NE of Bona, and submarines Argo -Giada and Dandolo in a wider area 20 miles from 
the coast, between the 04° and 05° E meridians. Latter, however, successive displacements 
carried eastward on account signaled traffic. So the submarine Dandolo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Giacomo Scano), on the morning of 1 January at 05:00 hours, sighted in lat. 37°14'N long. 05° 
14' E (about 30 miles north of Bougie) a big steamer escorted by two destroyers against which 
he was able to launch from a distance, however, quite high (2,500 m) for the interposition of a 
ship of the escort, four angled torpedoes. Disengaging then in dive, the Dandolo detected two 
bursts after 110 seconds of the race of the arms without having been able to ascertain the 
outcome of the launch. From enemy documentation was not possible to obtain information 
relating to this action making it impossible to pass judgment on the outcome the attack. That 
night the Dandolo was called back to base. 
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The same morning of the 1“ submarine Argo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pasquale Gigli) also in 
the shift to the east had spotted, about the same area as the Dandolo but a little further south, 
escorted traffic. However he had to desist from the attack for the reaction of the escort, even at 
that time undergoing a brief but accurate anti-submarine hunting. After a patrol to the east up to 
the level of Bona, the Argo was ordered to carry out an offensive reconnaissance in the Bougie 
roadstead in the night on January 7. In making this foray our submarine sighted, at 00:54 hours 
of the 7" in lat. 37°03N long. 05°12'E, a naval group apparently consists of two more ships, 
type "cruiser" and four light ships such as “destroyers”, which with zigzagging routes headed 
westward. Moving within range of launch from the first alleged cruiser (for presence of the 
lateral escort he was unable to further tighten the distance) the Argo launched four torpedoes at 
00:59, then disengaging rapidly by diving to prevent being rammed by a ship of the escort who 
in the meantime had spotted him. The Argo still suffered on this occasion a precise but not 
prolonged hunt that caused some light damage to on-board equipment which did not 
compromising its operational efficiency. 

While the deployment of the first 3 boats left, between 5 and 8 January, their respective 
areas of patrol, a second deployment of 5 submarines was prepared from 4 January in the waters 
around the island of La Galite to counter an alleged enemy attacking action eastward. However, 
this barrier, which was attended by the submarines Argento - Avorio -Dandolo -Mocenigo and 
Malachite, was removed on the evening of the 5" and three of the boats: the submarines 
Argento, Avorio and Mocenigo, moved westward on routes of access from the east to Algiers, 
while the other two were returning to their bases. However submarine Argento, because the 
failure of an internal combustion engine in phase of navigation, was forced to abort the mission 
and return to base. The submarine Avorio while also directing for the new zone was forced, the 
evening of the 9"" at 23:47 at night, into a rapid disengagement maneuver to escape from an air 
attack, in the course of which, for not timely closing of the small ventilation port to the internal 
combustion engines, he embarked a considerable amount of water. 
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Interrupted for this reason the dive of the submarine that was still attached by the aircraft 
with dropping bombs and machine-gun fire but who managed also to foil more attacks due to 
precise fire reaction that required the aircraft to move away evidently struck in a vital area. The 
submarine Avorio stopped the ordered movement and to returned to base. 

The only Mocenigo therefore could execute the orderly shift westward, arriving in the 
evening of the 7" the area to the east of Algiers where he arrived shortly after the submarine 
Bronzo departed for Cagliari. 

The two boats were ordered to carry out, in the course of patrols along the most likely 
routes of enemy traffic, even offensive raids in the Bougie roadstead respectively in on the 
nights of 11" and 12 January. Despite both boats having had the opportunity to detect escorted 
traffic. especially in the afternoon of the 10", the adverse sea conditions prevented them from 
conducting offensive actions. 

On the morning of the 11" then the Mocenigo, while searching on the surface for a 
previously sighted convoy, was made the target of bombs launched from a aircraft on 
antisubmarine patrol in those waters and, as a result of a loss of fuel oil due to leakage of the 
tank immediately following the air attack, he was forced to abort the mission. Carried out in the 
night on the 12", the offensive reconnaissance in the Bougie roadstead hampered by sea 
violence that had reached force 8, the Bronzo also left the ambush that night. 

Another 4 submarines would have to arrive the following days, spread out over time, 
offensive ambushes along the Algerian coast. But for a complex of circumstances this new 
barrier was limited to only two boats. The submarine Volframio in fact which would have 
replaced the Bronzo during phase of return, the day she departed from Cagliari was to stop the 
mission after a few hours due to sealing drawbacks to the hull hatches. Only then, on the 13% 
arrived in the area the submarine Nichelio followed the next day by the Giada. Both 
immediately was made the target of a lively anti-submarine surveillance, especially air, which 
forced them to frequent disengagement maneuvers. 

On the evening of the 17" at about 19:20, the submarine Nichelio while patrolling 
surfaced in the lat point. 37°20'N long. 06°20'E 
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was attacked by a plane with the launch of various bombs, all falling close to the hull, and 
strafing action. The ready to fire reaction of the submarine, which visibly damaged the attacker, 
however, forced the plane to depart. The close blast of the bombs, however, had resulted in 
water leaking into the hull in correspondence to the maneuver of the forward rudders, whilst not 
undermining the immersion as it was provisionally plugged by means aboard, he was ordered 
the next day by the commander to suspend the mission to repair the reported damage in the 
base. 

So remaining in patrol along the Algerian coast only the submarine Giada while being 
prepared for departure from Cagliari, in the early hours of the 18", the submarine Tritone (Cap. 
Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Paolo Monechi), a newly built boat that had recently completed preliminary 
training and then on his first combat mission. 

Unfortunately this was a quick as tragic end. In fact, also on the day of 18 January, 
during the transfer to the patrol area, the Tritone was attacked by an enemy aircraft with 
dropping of some bombs, but without sustaining damage as he could disengage underwater 
before the attacker plane might repeat a more effective and precise attack. The next day, the 
19" arrived in the area assigned near Cape Carbon, the submarine spotted in the early hours of 
the afternoon a escorted convoy against which he directed the attack. However discovered by a 
escort ship during the maneuver to pass at an altitude periscope below the line of the same 
escort to move at close range from the steamers group was subjected immediately to a nourished 
launching of depth charges whose bursting led a series of serious failures nearly compromising 
the immersion sealing of the vessel, meanwhile, had disengaged at great depth. Thus forced to 
emerge, the commander tried to man the cannon before eventually scuttling the boat, but came 
to the surface already very stern-down for the mass of water boarded, and subjected to intense 
fire of small arms, which caused many casualties among the crew. Shortly after, at 15:30 hours, 
the Tritone sank with 26 men on board who had not had time to escape from the boat in the 
short time that it was on the surface. Presumably sinking in point 
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lat. 37°06'N long. 05°22'E. Another 26 crewmen including the captain, many of them wounded, 
were recovered at sea by the attacking ships among which were the Canadian corvettes Antelope 
and Port Arthur. 

However the ascertained increase in enemy traffic at this time the High Command of 
submarines advised to intensify offensive patrols along the Algerian coast, also using boats that 
had already carried out one or more missions in the days before and therefore had not benefited 
from the expected turn of rest. 

So on the 21“ they took position in the area between Cape Carbon and Cape Bougaroni 
the submarines Avorio and Malachite and the 22 also came the submarines Argento and 
Dandolo, and that same day the submarine Bronzo began an offensive patrol in the zone west of 
the 05°E meridian, so placed closer to Algiers. The submarine Giada, however, which had 
operated in the area since the 14" previous, began a search to the east before returning to base. 
All these boats immediately subject to increased virulence of enemy aerial offense, both day and 
night, an indication of the passage of convoys that in fact were partially sighted and attacked by 
our boats. 

In fact, on the evening of the 21* the submarine Argento (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Renato 
Frascolla), while he was about to reach the assigned area, was attacked by a plane with repeated 
actions of machine-gun fire, but the submarine was able, with the fire of their weapons, in 
hitting the attacker repeatedly making him desist from further actions. Then he disengaged 
underwater. Within hours, however, at about 04:00 hours of the 22"4 in lat. 37°58'N long. 
06°15'E, was again attacked by other aircraft with dropping of bombs and strafing. Again the 
precise interdiction fire of our submarine could hit the plane several times, burning, it fell into 
the sea and exploded. Another air strike had meanwhile suffered in the same area by the Giada, 
in transferring to the east, which reported only some light damage to the hull. 

The first sighting of convoy was made that morning, at approximately 03:40, by the 
submarine Dandolo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giacomo Scano) in lat. 37°25'N long. 06°06'E (25 miles 
NW of Cape Bougaroni) who observed some ships of various tonnage, 
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in rather tight formation as to form almost a single target, escorted by several light ships. As he 
could not tighten the distances for the presence of the escort the Dandolo launched, at 03:49 
hours from about 3000 meters, a salvo of four torpedoes angled, and then diving to escape 
enemy reaction that shortly subjected him to violent and precise hunting which caused some 
slight damage on board. 

Shortly after the action of the submarine Dandolo also Malachite (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Alpinolo Cinti), deployed further south, sighted the convoy at 04:55, in lat. 37°13'N long. 
06°84'E, who with route of 120° presumably headed toward Bona. Started the attack and came 
to the close distance from the convoy lateral escort ships, the Malachite launching at 05:18 four 
electric torpedoes with an opening salvo against a big destroyer (distance of launch 1,000 
meters) then disengaging submerged having been in turn spotted by a destroyer. While the 
submarine disengaged in depth were heard, after 80 seconds of the arms race, two strong 
explosions attributed to the torpedoes. 

Of these two actions, however, we do not find any reference in the enemy 
documentation for which it is difficult to express an assessment of the results achieved. 

The Malachite on the evening of the 22" left the area to return to base. The next day the 
Giada (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Gaspare Cavallina) sighted at 19:50 in lat. 36°58'N long. 05°43’E (30 
miles to the west of Cape Bougaroni) a big steamer, considered a troop transport, which with an 
escort of two destroyers headed westward. Started the attack launched at 19:57 against the big 
target, from close range, four torpedoes with special magnetic detonator, called SIC therefore 
adjusted to seven meters deep, afterwards disengaging underwater. Also on this occasion were 
clearly heard, after the regular travel times of the weapons, two strong explosions followed later 
by another gloomy explosion. The appreciation of hitting the target was most validated shortly 
after when he re-emerged roughly in the area of the action for lack of enemy reaction, the 
submarine spotted two light ships apparently stopped and clearly in commitment to the rescue. 
Not finding 
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mention however of this action in the enemy’s documentation is not possible for the moment to 
rule on the results obtained. 

That same evening both the Dandolo and Avorio left the area due to unexpected 
drawbacks to on-board mechanisms. Remained so in only patrol the submarines Argento and 
Bronzo since the Giada, near the end of his mission, he was returning to base. However, the DAY 
resumed offensive patrol in the area of Cape Bougaroni the submarine Mocenigo (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Alberto Longhi) who observed also an escorted traffic by performing on the morning of 
the a6". without success, a launch of two torpedoes at a steamer. In the last days of the month 
the submarine Acciaio and Platino rallied to the west of the Mocenigo in the waters of Cape 
Carbon. Two of these boats had occasion to perform actions. The submarine Platino (Ten. Vase. 
[Leut.] Vittorio Patrelli Campagnano) sighted in fact, around midnight of the 29" in lat. 36°56'N 
long. 5° 40'E, an escorted convoy headed east. Moving to close range launched at 00:17 hours 
of the 30" four torpedoes against one of the escort section visually detecting the explosion of 
weapons (two against a light ship, one against another ship and the fourth at a target is not 
specified). A few minutes after this action the Platino was able to launch another two torpedoes 
against a medium tonnage steamer noting, also in this case, the explosion of at least one 
weapon. British sources report that in the course of these actions was lost the Cov. Samphire of 
1,015 tons at the point lat. 37°07'N Long. 05°32'E, with a slight gap so justifiable in the 
position. 

A few hours later, at 04:50 of the 30", the submarine Mocenigo patrolling more to the 
east of the Platino re-sighted in lat. 37°16'N long. 06°08'E probably the same convoy already 
attacked by Platino, or part of it, proceeding eastward. Moving within range of launch from the 
group of steamers, the Mocenigo launched, at 04:54 from 1600 meters away, a salvo of four 
torpedoes at the third merchant ship in the column closest to him, then disengaging underwater. 
Also on this occasion they were heard very clearly three strong explosions after the estimated 
travel time of the weapons without be able to ascertain the results of the attack. 
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A few minutes later the action our submarine underwent brief but violent hunting which 
the boat was able to avoid by going to the north. 

That same day they left the patrol along the Algerian coasts the Platino, the Mocenigo 
and Argento; as they continued their ambush the Acciaio and Bronzo, which will be mentioned 
again in the operational analysis of February. 

Waters of Malta was not done in this month any activity on the part of our underwater 
forces. A planned mission of the submarine Turchese, south of the island, was interrupted for a 
navigation accident shortly after the start. Modest activity was continued instead both along the 
Cyrenaica coasts and in the eastern Mediterranean to the west of Cyprus. However, the 
persistence of adverse weather conditions across the central and eastern Mediterranean, with sea 
strength even up to force 8, did not allow our boats deployed there to get any results. Along the 
coasts of Cyrenaica, in waters north of Apollonia, the submarines Ascianghi and Beilul revealed 
on 6 and 9 January by the submarines Galatea and Aradam. They were lying in wait, the 
Ascianghi until the 18" and Beilul until January 21, without detecting anything important, in 
this also hampered by adverse sea conditions. A further mission of the Turchese in these waters 
to replace Beilul during her return, was canceled by MARICOSOM when the submarine was 
about to get into the zone. 

In the eastern Mediterranean, in waters to the west of Cyprus, the submarine Nereide 
replaced on January 9 by the submarine Ametista, being in turn detected on the 1s by the 
submarine Onice that patrolled until the end of the month. These three submarines also did not 
make any sightings, they were also hampered by bad sea conditions. Be mentioned that the 
submarine Onice, in the return phase to her base of Leros, sighted on the night of the 31", near 
Rhodes, a enemy submarine against which he could not carry out the attack started for the 
disengagement of the enemy boat. 

No protective ambush missions in national waters was carried out in the month and 
continued instead, despite the unfavorable evolution of the situation on the African land front, 
the missions to material transport. As long as the situation allowed, the landings were carried 
out in Tripoli, then fell back on the most southern Tunisian ports. 
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On January 2 arrived in Tripoli the Delfino with a load of 39.5 tons of ammunition, 20 
tons of petrol and 16 tons of motor oil totaling 75.5 tons. To mention that the day before: in the 
transfer navigation, the Dauphin had sighted two destroyers from a favorable position but that 
she could not attack in view of the load that was on board. Carried out the unloading of the 
material, the Dauphin left again from Tripoli on the same day of the 2™ directed to Taranto. No 
arrivals is then occurred until the 12" when the submarine Settimo landed, also in Tripoli, 33 
tons of ammunition. On the 13" it was the turn of the submarine Narvalo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] 
Ludovico Grion) who landed 23.6 tons of petrol in cans and 30.6 tons of ammunition, for a total 
of 54.2 tons. Boarded British officers, prisoners of war, and their escort and 6 Italian officers 
returning, the Narvalo leave Tripoli on the evening of the 13" to return to Italy. The afternoon 
of the (4°: however, at 13:45, while the submarine was in navigation on the surface to about 
140 miles SE of Malta was attacked by an enemy aircraft with dropping bombs which 
determined failures compromising the ability of the boat to dive and the lack of functioning of 
the internal combustion engines. Remained immobilized the Narvalo preparing the scuttling 
operation that took place at 14:30 in lat. 34°08'N long. 16°34'E after the fire from 2 destroyers: 
the British DD Pakenham and Hursley that arrived in the meantime called by the attacking 
aircraft. They then undertook the recovery of the various survivors including 32 of the 60 
members of the crew of the submarine and three British officers of the 22 people embarked at 
Tripoli. 

The next landing of materials occurred January 16 and also in Tripoli, since the 
Submarine Santarosa, departed the 13" from Taranto, where return the next day for failures of 
board equipment. Therefore on the 16" arrived the submarine Oraria with 22 tons of 
ammunition and will depart on the same day with other prisoners of war and their escort. On 
January 19 was then arrive the submarine Santarosa (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Giuseppe Simonetti) 
with a load of 20.7 tons of gasoline, 1.8 tons of lubricants oil and 40.8 tons of ammunition, for a 
total of 63.3 tons. But arriving close to the harbor, on the morning of the 19"" at 06:20, the 
submarine ran aground on the Kaliuscia bank so it was necessary to offload the cargo on barges 
sent on site by the Naval Command 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 121 


of Tripoli, while were starting the operations to re-float the boat. And coming up at night 
without being able to put the boat in conditions to float, it was subject to repeated attacks by 
enemy motor torpedo boats that managed to hit it with a torpedo, thus making it impossible to 
recover. Therefore, in anticipation of the near abandonment of the city, the Navy Command of 
Tripoli ordered its final destruction with explosive charges, an operation which was carried out 
on the 20". The Santarosa was the last of transport mission that our submarines undertook with 
Tripoli in what, the city evacuated on 23 January, the next mission was carried out with the 
Tunisian port of Sfax. For here arrived on Jan. 23 the submarine Zoea with a cargo of 35 tons of 
ammunition, 5.6 tons of food and 0.4 tons of various materials, for a total of 41 tons. 

A further transport mission that should have been made by the submarine Corridoni, 
departed from Taranto on January 17 with a load of 54.7 tons of gasoline and ammunition for 
Zuara, was stopped by order of MARICOSOM and the submarine returned to Augsburg the 
23": 

Altogether were therefore landed in the Libyan-Tunisian ports during January 1943, 
288.3 tons of materials consisting of 63.6 tons of gasoline; 17.8 tons of motor oil and lubricants; 
200.9 tons of ammunition; 5.6 tons of food and 0.4 tons of various materials. 

The activities of our underwater forces in this month is therefore summarized in the 
following figures: 29 missions with offensive and exploratory tasks (considering 2 missions 
interrupted for onboard equipment failures shortly after the start of the boat from the bases) and 
7 missions shipping materials, for a total of 36 missions, with a total use of 28 boats. Many 
were also in this month the attacks carried out -9 - culminating with the launch of 32 weapons, 
the result ascertained were sinking of a light escort ship of 1,015 tons and probable additional 
minor damage not reported in enemy documentation. The reasons for the modest results can 
partly be traced in adverse weather conditions in that month that were recorded in most of the 
Mediterranean. 
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To consider also that during the various missions, especially those with offensive tasks 
performed along the Algerian coast, many of our submarines were subject to, especially in 
coincidence with the passage of convoys, increased aerial offense that appeared in numerous 
attacks both daytime and night against our boats. These actions, in the course of which a aircraft 
was definitely shot down and at least two others were severely damaged, led to the failures 
reported by our boats, the interruption of two missions before their end. 

The activity carried out by our submarines in conditions of increasing enemy air-naval 
conflict also resulted in the loss of 3 boats with 28 crewmen, losses assignable to actions of light 
surface ships, although in one case there was the co-operation of an aircraft and in another case 
the contribution of a stranding. Among these, one refers to a newly constructed boat, the only 
entered into service in underwater forces in January 1943. 


2.— THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1943. 


In February 1943, while our I Army was settling in defense on the Mareth line to hold 
for the foreseeable further attacks by the British VIII Army to be conducted in conjunction with 
the Allied forces landed in Algeria, proceeded at a intense pace and both sides the strengthening 
of their respective positions the influx of new contingents of troops and materials of all kinds. 
However it was more and more clearly delineating the increasing difficulty for us to make a 
regular flow of men and supplies materials due to the increased possibility of air-naval offense 
that the enemy could exercise against our confluent communication lines to the few Tunisian 
ports, generally unsuitable for perform the onerous task. By contrast, both in the east and in the 
west of our Tunisia redoubt, the enemy could have excellent and well equipped ports - our port 
of Tripoli was put back in good working order in mid-February, the date by which the port 
returned to efficiency to unload 2,700 tons per day and of greater traffic safety thanks to 
regained air superiority. It was left out by 
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the enemy, the further strengthening of Malta that from now on will represent more every day 
the key position of the strategic situation in the central Mediterranean. In February, so while 
occurred a halt in military operations on land fronts, continued intense activity on the sea front 
on the part of both belligerents. 

As for the enemy activities, both in the western Mediterranean and in the Central and 
Eastern, it is mainly expressed in the first decade of the month. In fact, between 4" and 8 
February, was made the passage of a large convoy from Gibraltar to the Algerian ports with the 
escort of Force H, the action is completed, stopped some time in Algiers. At the same time, 
exactly on February 6, departed from Alexandria in a convoy of five ships with escort of 12 
destroyers bound for Malta. Met up around Benghazi by ships of Force K located in Malta, the 
convoy reached its destination without a loss. However, besides these movements mentioned in 
strength, further trafficking activities, albeit more modest, it was held for almost the entire 
month especially on the route Alexandria -Tobruk -Benghazi -Tripoli, which could take 
advantage of the reopening to traffic of our Libyan ports. 

As part of this enemy activity opposing our underwater forces were deployed in the 
month mainly in two areas: along the Algerian coast between the meridians 04° and 07° E and 
in the waters adjacent to the Gulf of Sidra in proximity to the landing strip at Cape Misurata of 
the Alexandria -Tripoli route (see map no. 14). 

As already mentioned in the operational analysis of the previous month, two boats, the 
submarine Bronzo and Acciaio, were deployed the first days of February astride of the 05°E 
meridian, off Cape Carbon, for control of the west routes Bougie- Philippeville and Bona. 

They carried two successive shifts eastward, to shut off the traffic reported. The Bronzo 
However, on the evening of the an because of malfunction of the internal combustion engines 
and in view of the extended mission period already made, was allowed to return to base. The 
Acciaio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Ottorino Beltrami), patrolled in the meantime in the area of Cape 
Bougaroni, could perform an action against an alleged destroyers. Sighted in fact, at 23:27 hours 
of the 7" in lat. 
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37°22'N long. 06°14'E, a light ship appreciated as being a “Jervis” class destroyer seemingly 
alone and directed towards the west, attacked from close range with the launch of two torpedoes 
but was unable to watch the outcome of the launch having to disengage in immersion for in turn 
avoid being sighted. Even after this action were clearly heard from the aboard of the submerged 
submarine explosions of weapons at the end of the scheduled race. From the enemy’s 
documents show in fact hit and sunk in this action the trawler Tervani of 409 tons standard, 
even if the coordinates of the sinking point reported in the English documentation (lat. 37°10'N 
long 06°30'E) differ slightly from those mentioned in the mission report of our boat. 

Meanwhile, on the day of the 7", had arrived in the Cape Bougaroni-Cape Carbon area 
three other boats, the submarines Avorio, Platino and Gorgo. That same evening at about 22:12, 
shortly before the above operation of the submarine Acciaio, the submarine Platino (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Vittorio Patrelli Campagnano) spotted in the vicinity of Cape Bougaroni, lat. 37°00'N 
long. 06°E, a convoy escorted by two steamers, bound for the east, attacked it with the launch of 
four torpedoes and appreciated to have hit amidships, one of the two ships. Shortly after this 
action, at approximately 23:15, the Platino sighted more to the east another escorted convoy of 
5 steamers, carried out a launch of two torpedoes at a cargo ship but were seen move slightly to 
the bow to the target. After this second action our submarine was forced to disengage by diving 
to escape attack of the escorts that subjected him to violent anti-submarine hunting without 
being damaged. 

Three hours later, at 02:22 hours of the gh the submarine Gorgo (Cap. Corv. [Lt. 
Cmdr.] Innocenzo Ragusa), a newly built submarine and in his first combat mission, patrolling 
near Cape Carbon, sighted again probably the same convoy already attacked by the Platino, 
carried out a launch of four torpedoes at a cargo ship without obtaining positive results for the 
timely counter-maneuver of the target who managed to avoid the weapons. The enemy ships, 
indeed, opened at the same time an accurate gunner fire against our submarine that was so 
compelled to dive and also undergoing a brief chase by the escort. 
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On the evening of the 8"" the Platino left the area of operations while the submarine 
Asteria who was to replace him was in the process of moving from the base. At about 24:00 of 
the same day the Avorio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Leone Fiorentini), in an offensive patrol in the 
waters of Cape Bougaroni, spotted at close range an apparently isolated light enemy ships and 
in anti-submarine patrol in those waters. Given the heavy traffic in place in those days in the 
area and the well documented presence of our submarines, it is argued that preventive anti- 
submarine patrols outside the beaten track from the convoys, were actually carried out on a 
regular basis. Having appreciated to be in an unfavorable position to conduct an immediate 
attack, the submarine Avorio disengaged diving without avoiding being subjected almost 
immediately to a short and precise bombing which caused a series of failures on board with 
consequent difficulty of diving seal. Therefore forced to re-emerge, the submarine began the 
fight on the surface right away, however, countered by the enemy ship’s precise shooting, which 
caused many casualties among the staff including the commander, the 1“ officer and the 
navigator present in the turret for the action of fire direction. So stopped the fight for the further 
damage caused by enemy fire, was prepared the scuttling of the boat while the staff survivor, 
abandoned the boat, was taken prisoner by the enemy destroyer, the Canadian Queen that 
recovered 26 men of the 46 members of the crew. Despite the attempt by the Canadian ship to 
take the submarine in tow, the Avorio finally sank, at about 3 o'clock of the gh near Cape 
Bougaroni. 

So were on patrol along the Algerian coast only the submarines Acciaio and Gorgo. The 
first, however, left the area the night of the 10" to complete the mission and the second on the 
evening of the 13" after an attempted attack on a convoy, foiled by the reaction of the escort 
then had undergone violent hunting causing him some damage on board. 

In the meantime, however, the day of the 13" had arrived in the waters of Cape Carbon 
the submarine Asteria (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Dante Morrone). After four days of fruitless patrol the 
submarine on the night on February 17 at about 03:00, sighted a short distance two light ships in 
anti-submarine search that tried 
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immediately to attack. In turn spotted by enemy ships that maneuvered to ram her, the Asteria 
was forced to dive coming immediately subjected to prolonged hunt with the launch of several 
depth charges. Despite the precision of the opponent attacks that determined various small 
failures on board, the Asteria resisted for seven hours a nourished bombing until, exhausted 
almost the entire compressed air supply and therefore unable to make any measurable maneuver 
at depth, resurfaced to eventually go further into the surface combat with the gun and other 
weapons on board, after prepared, however, the scuttling operations. Coming to the surface, the 
Asteria was immediately struck by the precise gun fire of the two enemy ships, proved to be the 
British DD Westland and Easton, who prevented any further action on the part of our boat yet 
already in a stage of rapid scuttling. A few minutes later, in fact, the submarine sank the point 
about 25 miles NW of Bougie while the British destroyers proceeded to recover the survivors of 
our crew. 

With the sinking of the Asteria the Algerian waters depleted of our submarines until the 
when 18"" came to the area the submarine Platino (on his second mission of the month), 
Volframio and Argento, for a short ambush coinciding of marked movements enemy traffic, 
reinforced the 20th by the submarine Argo. The first three submarines in fact just arrived in the 
area on the morning of the 18", they spotted one after the reported convoy of several dozen 
ships and escorted by several destroyers, but only the submarine Platino. (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Vittorio Patrelli Campagnano) resulted in a favorable position to conduct an attack. At 05:55 in 
fact the 18", at the point lat. 37°22'N Long. 05°04'E, the submarine could launch from close 
range four electric torpedoes against the left side escort the convoy, who navigated to the east, 
without being able to ascertain the outcome of the launch for counter-maneuver of the same 
escort that forced to her to dive. 

During the dive she heard a loud explosion attributed to a torpedo on target. From the 
enemy’s documentation, there is, however, no evidence to make a judgment on the result of the 
attack. 
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With the date of February 20 even this barrier was removed and the remaining time of 
the month no other our submarines operated along the Algerian coast. 

In other areas of the Mediterranean activities of our underwater forces, in February 
1943, it was limited to anti-traffic patrols on routes to Tripoli, near the Gulf of Sidra and 
offensive-exploratory ambush to the west of Cyprus. 

In the anti-trafficking patrol in the Gulf of Sirte 5 boats participated. The first three of 
them: submarines Axum, Turchese and Nereide reached their ambush zone, located 
approximately along the 33° parallel, on February 9 but later were all moved further inshore 
near Cape Misurata in an attempt to intercept the reported traffic bound for Tripoli. Apart from 
the submarine Nereide, forced to leave the ambush on the evening of the 15" for the 
commander's grave illness, others patrolled the areas up to the 20" largely hampered by adverse 
sea conditions, noting occasional movement of traffic with the hydrophones but without ever 
get visual sightings, however. They were replaced, as of February 21, by submarines Aradam 
and Ascianghi that continued patrolling until the first days of the next month. 

To the west of Cyprus offensive-exploratory patrol it was assured by three boats that 
took turns in ambush. At first, from 1* to 13 February, worked the submarine Galatea, replaced, 
13" to the 25", by the submarine Ametista, which in turn was replaced by the submarine Beilul 
that patrolled the waters from 26 February to 11 March. 

These boats also not revealed anything important. Additional operational activities was 
also held in this month for anti-submarine patrols in metropolitan waters, for handling materials 
to the small Tunisian ports and finally for special commandos transport missions. Although 
more modest than the previous one, its operational activities cost us as we will see the loss of 
two boats. 

In anti-submarine patrols in metropolitan water was used only the submarine Bandiera 
that between 25 and 27 February, conducted a mission in the northern Adriatic. 

In material transport two submarines were used, the submarine Menotti and the 
submarine FR /11, former French Phoque, recovered. 
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The submarine Menotti departed the 8"" from Augusta with a cargo of 45.4 tons of 
ammunition, 10 tons of food and 0.6 tons of various materials, for a total of 56 tons, arriving the 
evening of 10" in Lampedusa. Departing again the next morning, discharge made, returning to 
Augusta the 13"" to be readied for a subsequent transport. 

In fact carried the load of 41.5 tons of ammunition, 11.6 tons of food and clothing for a 
total of 53.1 tons, left Augusta again the iWiigs carrying also the personnel assigned overseas. 
After stopping six days in Trapani waiting to continue the mission, the Menotti arrived in 
Lampedusa on the evening of February 25 departing again the next morning and returning to 
Augsburg the 28". 

Meanwhile, the afternoon of the 27” had left Augusta directed to Lampedusa on 
submarine FR /1/ (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Giovanni Celeste), became part of our underwater forces 
the previous January, with a load of 38.3 tons composed of ammunition, food and other 
materials. But having, shortly after the start, was subject to irregular operation of internal 
combustion engines, failure not repairable at sea, the FR /// temporarily asked to return to the 
base to make the necessary repairs. Likewise authorized, the submarine then headed for the 
return but the afternoon of the 28" at 14:45 hours about at the point 10 miles SW of Capo 
Murro di Porco, was attacked by three enemy fighter bombers who strafing with precise action 
and low altitude bombing which caused serious damage aboard and several casualties among 
the crew present on the bridge. Struck in a vital area the FR/// sank shortly after dragging with 
it 20 crew members including the captain. 

Two boats participated in raider transport missions. On the evening of February 2, in 
fact, departed the submarines Malachite Cagliari (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alpinolo Cinti) and 
Volframio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Manunta) each carrying, a raider patrol (10 men plus 1 
Officer) to be landed on the Algerian coast, respectively in the vicinity of Cape Matifou and the 
stretch of coast between Cape Carbon and Cape Sigli. The Volframio arrived regularly in the 
area the night of the 6" was forced, due to adverse 
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sea conditions, to postpone the operation of commandos landing. Two days later, in the night of 
the 8" while the submarine was returning to the landing operation, it was identified by patrol 
light ships and subjected to launch a number of depth charges, for which he was unable to 
continue the action. The next night, the final date for the transaction, adverse sea conditions not 
allowed at once the landing, so the Volframio decided to return to base. 

The submarine Malachite also come in the night on the 6" on the operation starting 
point, where delay the landing by adverse conditions encountered in the sea and because of the 
sighting of two destroyers in the area or other type of light ships in apparent anti-submarine 
patrols. However, the evening of the 6" the landing could be made at the planned: 9.5 miles for 
105° to the light at Cape Matifou, sending ashore on inflatable boats the raiders patrol. Waited 
in vain for the return aboard the same until at 06:30 the next morning, the Malachite headed for 
the return to the base undergoing occasional search and anti-submarine hunting. 

Arrived on the morning of the 9", at 11:00 or so, to the landing point of Cagliari (3 miles 
south of Cape Teulada) the Malachite was subject to the launch of four torpedoes from a enemy 
submarine, who turned out to be the Dutch Dolphin , patrolling in these waters. While being 
able to avoid by maneuver three of the weapons, our boat was hit by the fourth weapon in the 
center-aft on the left side, and sank quickly. The means of the Cagliari Command managed to 
recover 13 crewmen including the captain. 

The overall activity is therefore in February 1943 recorded 24 missions carried out by 22 
boats, of which 18 with offensive tasks and subject primarily exploratory in enemy waters; | for 
anti-submarine lurking mostly in metropolitan waters; 3 for materials transport and 2 for raider 
personal transport. During the missions with offensive tasks were conducted 5 attacks 
culminated with the launch of 16 torpedoes and the result confirmed the sinking of an anti- 
submarine patrol ship of 409 tons, can not however rule out the possibility of damaging a 
medium tonnage ship. 
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However, despite the lower activity, less than that carried out in several previous 
months, the losses were particularly severe: 4 boats including 2 newly built. The above losses, 
only partially offset by two new units entered service in our underwater forces are to be 
assigned: two to the action of surface ships, one to the action of submarine and one to attack of 
aircraft. 

Be mentioned among the achievements of the transport of 109.1 tons of materials to our 
advanced African positions, mostly made up of ammunition and food. 


3. - THE MONTH OF MARCH 1943. 


In March 1943 the situation on the two Tunisians fronts stabilized in the preceding two 
months, during which the opposing sides had taken steps to strengthen (however the opponent 
in a manner considerably higher thanks to the free use or most of the rights of maritime 
communications), it began to evolve unfortunately, in the sense unfavorable to us now we are 
given the disparity of forces. After a taste of action carried out by our forces deployed along the 
Mareth line on March 16, which validated the thesis of the only possibility of a strong defense 
retarding the progress they make on the evening of March 16 began the planned attack of the 
British VIII Army while to the west, in the Gafsa region, attacked the Anglo-American forces 
landed in Algeria. The two simultaneous attacks were aimed at severing it in two parts our 
reconstituted Army from the V German Army deployed to the west and the Italian I Army 
deployed on the southern front. 

The struggle that immediately assumed the character of extreme harshness, fractionated 
in attacks and counterattacks, lasted throughout the month and the first days of the month and 
acted on our part as we will see a further retreat of our positions on the southern front. 

Meanwhile maritime communications opponents with combat fronts, both from 
Gibraltar towards the Algerian ports and mainly from Alexandria to Tripoli, intensified 
especially being able to take advantage of increased air protection along the entire route. 
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In March, they recorded, among the most significant movements, three convoys from 
Alexandria to Tripoli, which in the meantime had reached almost normal unloading capacity, 
and two from the west to the Algerian ports, with the loss declared by the enemy of one 
steamer. 

Even in the month of March, therefore, the activities of our submarines continued to take 
place mainly in two areas: along the Algerian coast, between the meridians 04°30'E and 
06°30'E, for the attack to the traffic directed to Philippeville and Bona, and in the Gulf of Sidra 
for the attack the traffic to directed into Tripoli (see map no. 15). 

Along the Algerian coast deployed at first, from the 3" to 18 March, the submarines 
Brin and Mocenigo, the first in an area north of Cape Carbon and the second in an area north of 
Cape Bougaroni. 

A third boat the submarine Dandolo, who would have to strengthen the deployment, 
started on the 2™ from Cagliari was allowed to return the next night for the established 
unserviceable of the attack periscope, only one available at that time having had to disembark to 
repair the exploration periscope. 

Both boats encountered during their mission various escorted traffic and were subject to 
a more intense anti-submarine surveillance in their respective areas. But while the submarine 
Brin was not able to carry out attacks (on one occasion he had to disengage rapidly from two 
corvettes on anti-submarine patrol), the submarine Mocenigo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alberto 
Longhi), despite having had to give up two attacks both against warships of greater tonnage in 
obvious convoy escort to unfavorable sighting position, he managed, on the morning of the 17" 
at 04:03 hours in lat. 37°14.5'N long. 06°18'E, to attack with the launch of four torpedoes from 
middle distance, at a ship belonging to part of a small convoy escorted by light ships. 

In the opinion, however, the same command of our submarine, the launch was not 
successful probably due to a target counter-maneuver. Then subjected to precision 
antisubmarine hunting suffered by our boat which did not determine, however, significant 
damage on board. 

These two boats were replaced, in the same areas, and from the 19", respectively, by 
submarines Gorgo and Nichelio 
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which patrolled these waters until the first days of the next month, but failed to carry out 
offensive actions despite having detected at a distance, around March 25, some of escorted 
traffic movement. 

In the waters of the Gulf of Sidra had taken a position, since 21 February preceding, as 
reported in the operational analysis of that month, the submarines Aradam and Ascianghi who 
had encountered, especially in the early days of their mission, escorted traffic without being 
able to conduct the attacks. The submarine Ascianghi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Rino Erler), however, 
on the night of March 2 at 02:27 in lat. 31°57 N Long. 16°34'E, managed to spot a short 
distance another escorted convoy directly to the west, against which immediately began the 
attack. Chosen as the target of the nearest left side lateral escort ship, appreciated being a 
“Jervis” type destroyer, launched at 02:31 hours against it from close range, about 800 meters, 
bow three torpedoes, then disengaged diving to prevent being rammed by another escort ship. 
Also on this occasion were heard after 40 seconds after launch, two strong explosions and after 
73 seconds the other weaker explosion attributed to the detonation of two weapons against the 
destroyer and another weapon against a possible target of the convoy. 

These two boats were replaced, as of March 5 and until the 14" of the month, by the 
submarine Topazio which does not effected sightings. A second vessel, the submarine Sirena, 
that should have made a patrol that area after the submarine Topazio, started the 13°, he was 
called back to the base on the orders of the Submarine Command. 

Finally in the Eastern Mediterranean to the west of Cyprus is recorded in the month only 
one patrol: carried out by the submarine Beilul that started the ambush on February 26 previous, 
it went up to 11 March without being successively replaced by another boat. 

Also in this month, while not recorded protective antisubmarine ambush missions 
mainly in metropolitan waters, two for material transport missions were carried out both to 
Tunisian ports and to our islands in the Strait of Sicily. 

The 8 March departed from Augusta the submarine Corridoni with a load of 33 tons of 
ammunition and 22.6 tons of various materials, for a total of 
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55.6 tons. After a brief stop in Trapani the submarine arrived in Lampedusa on the evening of 
the 14" Departing again the next morning, after discharge, and returning to Augusta March 18 
for preparation for another transport mission. 

On March 22 then set out from Reggio Calabria the submarine Bragadino with a cargo 
of 51 tons of fuel intended to Susa. Arriving in the late afternoon of the 25" she left again the 
same evening, after discharge, returning to Trapani the 28" following. 

The activity therefore rather modest, held this month by our submarines can be 
synthesized in a total of 10 missions - without considering the two missions interrupted for 
various reasons shortly after the start of the boat - such as 8 for offensive ambushes and 2 for 
material transport, with the use of 10 vessels. 

Because even the small number of boats used in offensive ambush the number of attacks 
were carried out only two, culminating with the launch of 7 weapons, and thus resulting in 
possible damage or a fighter or an unspecified cargo ship. Since, however, recorded as a 
positive the transport of 106.6 tons of materials to African anchorages. On the other hand did 
not suffered any loss in action but was recorded the loss of a boat, the submarine Delfino, in 
metropolitan waters for the unfortunate accident. 

On 23 March, the submarine Delfino (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Violante) sailed from 
Taranto at 12:15 hours and moved to Augusta. At 13:15 of that day, the point to 6.5 miles to 
205° from the light of San Vito (Taranto), the submarine, because a failure of the rudder, 
collided with the escorting pilot boat, receiving a large gash aft that sank her in a short time 
without it being possible to implement emergency measures. 


4. - THE MONTH OF APRIL 1943. 
The April 1943 marked the beginning of the end of our long and hard-fought African 


campaign. Under the pressure of the offensive of the British VII Army, in fact, that had 
attacked our 
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Mareth positions on 26 March forcing, our I Army, after a series of tactical retreats designed to 
better exploitation of the land, began on April 7 a general retreat towards the Enfidaville line, a 
withdraw completed the following 12". The German V Army, under the pressure from the west 
from the allied forces landed, was also forced to retreat. 

On April 10 the enemy occupied the port of Sfax. The stop on the new line, however, 
was short-lived and not allow a substantial strengthening. On the evening of the 19" in fact the 
British VII Army attacking with overwhelming impetus a general offensive against the 
remnants of our I Army and on the 23" following also the Anglo-American forces, on the front 
of the German V Army began what they referred to the last ground offensive of Africa. The 
fight, which soon took on aspects of extreme violence on both sides, lasted virtually until the 
first ten days of the month when the Axis forces were forced to an honorable surrender. 

On the sea front, where now the Anglo-American naval air superiority was predominant, 
the enemy traffic suffered no hindrance, if not occasionally, at the hands of our submarines and 
the Italian-German air force. In the central-eastern Mediterranean basin the main port of 
discharge for the adversary had become Tripoli, but already in the month of April the British 
could also make use of the port of Sfax, while in the western basin the nearest port of discharge 
to the front and completely efficient, was Bona. The enemy also affected in the month extended 
the mining in the Strait of Sicily in order to always hinder the already difficult our connection 
with the fighting forces in Tunisia. Some larger convoys than usual, spotted sailing in the 
Western Mediterranean in the first decade of the month, then carried out by us the setting up 
underwater barriers west of Sardinia in anticipation of further Allied operations in that area. 

In April '43, therefore, the offensive activities of our underwater forces was concentrated 
exclusively in western Mediterranean waters in SW Sardinia (see map n. 16). 

As mentioned in the operational analysis of the previous month, in the waters of Cape 
Bougaroni had taken ambush, on 
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March 18, the submarines Nichelio and Gorgo (the latter moved March 31 to 30 miles eastward 
in the same area as the Nichelio). The two ships remained in the area until the evening of April 
2 without performing actions, but it nevertheless noted by hydrophones the indication of enemy 
trafficking. 

Starting on April 4, then, it was formed a loose-knit barrage of four boats, oriented to 
NW-SE, which was 30 miles north of Cap de Fer went as far as the parallel of Mallorca. On this 
barrier, formed by the submarines Argo -Axum -Velella and Acciaio arrayed in the order starting 
from the south, the submarines had to make a thorough search in the areas assigned respectively 
and amplitude of forty miles. This is to intercept and counter any landing operations against the 
south-west coast of Sardinia. Not having the enemy made actions of this kind, the barrier was 
only a preventive nature. Still the boats employed therein were subjected to a remarkable effort 
given the prohibitive NW sea conditions recorded in the area at that time. On the evening of the 
11" in fact the submarine Axum, having embarked a considerable amount of water due to a over 
wash of the sea, which caused a series of failures on board including without use of both 
periscopes, was forced to return to base. In his area was so moved the submarine Argo deployed 
further south. The remaining three boats left the ambushes between 15 and April 18, the last 
submarine Velella. 

They were replaced by the submarine Dandolo, who took over the patrol area of the 
Axum already lurking in the area, and the submarine Topazio deployed in the area formerly 
occupied by Acciaio. The two boats were active until the first days of the following month, 
without detecting enemy traffic. To mention only that the submarine Dandolo on the morning of 
25 April at 04:08 hours, in lat. 38°23'N long. 06°26'E, was the target of the launch of three 
torpedoes from a submarine enemy, however, all avoided. 

While the above described barrier was in place, was formed, 13 to 16 April, another 
defensive line closer to protect the approaches to the Gulf Oristano (Sardinian southwestern 
coasts), also destined to have only a preventive nature. 
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The line, located roughly along the 08°E meridian, stretched for 80 miles between the 
parallel 38°40'N and latitude 40°N. They were deployed, arrayed in order from north to south, 
submarines Brin -Platino - Argento and Giada. At the same time, on the evening of we took 
ambush in the Gulf of Ligurian coastal submarines H 2 and H 8 for hydrophone listening and 
looking for any enemy naval forces from the west. 

The above arrangements were, however, as already mentioned, only preventive because 
the reported movements of enemy forces in the western Mediterranean were to be linked with 
the needs of the Tunisian front. 

Besides those mentioned any mission with offensive tasks - exploration was conducted 
in the month, in the Mediterranean basin. 

Instead they recorded two missions to material transport to overseas anchorages and one 
for transport of raider personnel. 

In the two material transport missions participated the submarines Corridoni and 
Menotti. The submarine Corridoni departed from Augusta on March 29 with a cargo of 40 tons 
of ammunition, 10 tons of food and 5.5 tons of various materials, for a total of 55.5 tons, arrived 
in Lampedusa on the evening of the 1 April: Departing again after discharge, on the evening of 
the 4" returning to Augsburg on the 17". The submarine, Menotti, left Augusta on April 20 with 
a cargo of 25 tons of ammunition, 14.5 tons of weapons and 14.7 tons of various materials and 
food, for a total of 54.2 tons, arrived in Lampedusa in the evening of the 24" and after having 
duly discharged start again the next evening returning to Augusta 28. 

Finally participated in the raiders transport mission, once again, the submarine 
Volframio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Manunta). The submarine, departed on the afternoon of 
March 30 from La Maddalena, was in charge to land, between 5 and 8 April but not after that 
date, a raider patrol (10 men commanded by an officer) on the coast between Cape Carbon and 
Cape Sigli (Algeria). However, due to adverse sea conditions on designated days for the landing 
operation, the Volframio could not carry out the mission and was forced to return to base. 


During the month of April 1943 they were therefore carried out, overall, 17 missions of 
which 14 with offensive-exploratory tasks. 2 for material transport and | for transporting 
raiders, 
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the use of 17 boats. During the missions in offensive-exploratory nature were not recorded any 
attacks, this also due to the particular location of submarines in anti-landing operation, far from 
normal enemy traffic lines. 

Were also transported overseas, without loss, 109.7 tons of materials for the 
strengthening of our position of Lampedusa. 

There were not recorded in any losses bin the month, while only one boat was forced to 
abort due to failures, linked to exceptionally bad sea conditions, to terminate the mission ahead 
of scheduled limit. 


5.-The MONTY OF MAY 1943. 


In the first days of May 1943, the now tired forces of the Italian I Army and the German 
V Army in Tunisia, under the pressure of concentric attacks of the Allied armies and 
increasingly deficient in ammunition, armor, food, and almost totally devoid of a adequate air 
cover, were forced to give ground gradually. It was now the culmination of the long, hard 
struggle sustained in Africa for 36 months. On May 7 Tunis and Bizerte fell, while the German 
V Army, retreating towards the peninsula of Cap Bon, was rapidly disintegrating. The Italian I 
Army, deployed from the 8'" to the base of the Cape Bon Peninsula, to put together a last 
desperate resistance to give way to the forces engaged in combat to attempt to move to Sicily 
using every means available. The day of May 12, however, the Italian Supreme Command, at 
19:35 hour by radio, ordered the surrender of the Army. 

It is not out of place here to mention what the "Times" of May 15, 1943 wrote: "Many 
Italian units have earned the respect of British troops for the fighting spirit shown in the last 
phase of the African campaign." 

On the sea front, for the first time since the conflict, a large escorted Allied convoy, 
coming from the west, arrived on May 22 in Tripoli. After incorporating another 4 merchant 
departing from that anchorage, the convoy to 
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complete reached Alexandria on May 26. This showed how the enemy now had the free use of 
the troubled sea, as far as possible, from our forces insidious, underwater and surface, and 
Italian-German aviation. 

The activity of our submarines in this month, already very low, was therefore carried out 
in the waters to W and SW of Sardinia, in a preventive function and anti-landing in the Gulf of 
Sidra in attack function to the enemy traffic (see map no. 17). 

In waters to the west of Sardinia and the submarines Aradam and Diaspro replaced, May 
4, the submarines Topazio and Dandolo that, as mentioned in the operational analysis of April, 
they had taken ambush in the third week of that month and had extended their patrols until 3 
May. The two boats not revealed anything important and the 15'" were called back to base. But 
in the meantime had gone out the submarines Gorgo and Nichelio to move the ambush into 
nearby areas, straddling the 39° parallel, respectively, to 150 and 90 miles west of the island of 
S. Antioco (south-western Sardinian coast). Meanwhile, however, the submarine Nichelio, 
started on the 15", reached the assigned area on 17" remaining until the end on the 30", the 
submarine Gorgo (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Innocenzo Ragusa), started from Cagliari on the 14" 
at 22.00, after which there was no word from him*. According to the operation of the submarine 
orders from point C for Cagliari it was to bring 180° route until parallel 38°30'N and then with 
the route to the west to reach the meridian 05°20'E, from where he directed to the center of the 
assigned area, 70 miles SE of Menorca. It must therefore be assumed lost with all hands, in the 
time period between 15 and 31 May, as a result of aerial action probably along the transfer 
routes mentioned. 

On May 31, finally the submarine Platino performed a short ambush, about 80 miles 
north of Cap de Fer, not even detecting anything important. 

In the waters of the Gulf of Sidra anti-trafficking patrols were carried out by three boats. 
Between 10 and 24 May worked in adjacent areas, the submarine Onice and Ametista. The 
morning of the 19"" at about 10:45 am the Onice sighted by periscope, very distant, a convoy 
escorted by planes. Unable to emerge due to the presence of the air escort to tighten thereby 
distances, it failed to arrive in good location for launch. The submarine Ametista lurking further 
west did not notice 





*Likely sunk by the USS Nields on May 21, after the destroyer engaging a submarine 
contact reported by British aircraft off Oran. 
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anything. May 29 came in those waters the submarine Beilu/ with the task of patrolling the 
entire area between the meridians 14° E and 20° E and the parallel 34°00'N and the African 
coast, so a very wide area. 

The submarine, which already in navigation of transfer to the area from its base of Leros 
had on the morning of the 28" subjected to an air attack culminated with a strafing but without 
consequences, quickly proved an intense anti-submarine surveillance conducted especially by 
air and by small patrol ships . 

On the evening of May 31 and then, at 22:35 hours in lat. 32°00'N, long. 17°30'E, 2 
patrol boats spotted in anti-submarine search from which he was forced to disengage by diving. 
The Beilul continue patrolling until 13 June next without having occasion to make sightings of 
enemy traffic and undergoing more intensive search opportunities and anti-submarine hunting 

Instead it was intense, in the month, the activity for ambushes mainly anti-submarine 
and exploratory held throughout the Ligurian Gulf by our H class coastal submarines. 

They were in fact carried out 12 missions. In particular, the submarine H 2 operated in 
the nights on 6, 13, 25 and 26 May; the submarine H 4 in on a the nights 11 and 15 May; the 
submarine H 6 in on a the nights 11, 13 and 15 and the submarine H §& in the nights on 6, 25 and 
26 May. 

With regard finally to the material transport missions it was also continued in this month 
sending, especially of food and ammunition, to Lampedusa. The in fact submarine Zoea 
departed from Augusta on May 4 arrived in Lampedusa in the early hours of the 8"" next with a 
cargo of 54 tons of mixed ammunition, unloaded, the same evening and returning to Augsburg 
on the 12". It was then the turn of the submarine Bragadino coming from Augusta arrived at 
Lampedusa on the evening of the 16" with a cargo of 42 tons of ammunition, 10 tons of food 
and 2 tons of medical and mixed supplies, for a total of 54 tons. Landed in a few hours the 
cargo, the Bragadino directed to return to Augusta and subsequently to Taranto. During this last 
navigation, on the 22" at 00:25 hours, it was made the target of the launch of four torpedoes 
from a enemy submarine in immersion, which, however, were all avoided with a maneuver. 
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Finally the submarine Atropos departed from Taranto on May 23 with a load of 18.4 
tons of food and 29 tons of ammunition, for a total of 47.4 tons, arrived in Lampedusa in the 
early hours of the 30". Performed discharge on the same day departed in early hours of the 31“ 
returning to Augusta the following June 4. 


On the whole were then carried out in the month of May 23 missions, of which only 8 
with offensive-exploratory tasks, with the use of 15 boats. Given the complete absence of 
attacks, to both merchant traffic and military convoys, the results were completely negative. 
Were landed, however, with no loss to Italians overseas anchorages 155.4 tons of materials. 
Despite the modest activity we suffered the loss of two boats, one of which, the Gorgo, for 
reasons still unspecified but very probably by air action during the mission, and one, the 
submarine Mocenigo, following a air raid on our base. This submarine, in fact, had returned to 
Cagliari on the morning of May 2 after performing at the shipyard of Castellammare di Stabia a 
period of work for the failures reported in an earlier air attack suffered during a war mission. In 
the afternoon of the 13", at 14:45 during an air raid on Cagliari, the submarine Mocenigo was 
hit by several bombs in the port and sank almost immediately. 


6. -THE MONTH OF JUNE 1943. 


Ceased 12 May all our resistance in Tunisia, the Anglo-Americans proceeded quickly to 
the concentration of forces in view of wider operations against Europe. Such concentration, 
thanks to regaining air-sea dominance, was carried out mainly in the Algerian-Tunisian ports 
closest to Sicily and Malta channel. On June 9, began the attack on Pantelleria, our island 
fortress that if had remained unscathed from allied attack, could have been a thorn in the side of 
concern over the planned operations against Sicily. 

After two days of deadly air and sea pounding against our fortified positions, lacking 
water supplies 
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for the garrison, the Island Command was ordered to request a surrender in order to avoid any 
useless loss of life. 

In the early hours of the 1 
Pantelleria. 

In this synthetic as tragic picture of the situation in the Mediterranean, the Italian 
underwater forces continued offensive activities within the limits of their means, deployed in 
the most sensitive areas on the moment, that is, the water in SW Sardinia, up to the Algerian 
coast and along the Cyrenaica coast (see map no. 18). 

Off the south-western coast of Sardinia they had taken position, since 1 June, the 
submarines Brin and Alagi. After the first ten days of fruitless ambush in the area, the two 
submarines were ordered to carry out offensive aimed against the Algerian ports of Bougie and 
Philippeville, an attempt that the boat performed on a the night of 11 June. During his foray the 
submarine Brin (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Luigi Andreotti), who came close to Bougie at point lat. 
37°10'N, long. 05°30'E, emerged on the evening of the 10°, around 22:00, just in the middle of 
a large escorted enemy convoy, not detected previously by the hydrophones. Finding 
themselves in a very favorable position for attack, he launched at 22:08 from a distance of just 
over 1,000 meters, four stern torpedoes against one of the steamers, noting after 1 minute and 20 
seconds after the explosion of two weapons against the target and observing simultaneously two 
tall columns of water. The ship was then seen to list on the left side. Once this first action 
maneuvered the submarine to carry out the launch of the bow torpedoes and at 22:13 hours 
performed the launch of three torpedoes at a second ship from a distance of less than 1,000 
meters. Forced to disengage by diving due to a counter-maneuver of a destroyer of the escort, 
heard one minute after the launch, two powerful explosions slightly spaced from each other, 
whereby thought to have also hit the target in this action. Immediately subjected to violent anti- 
submarine hunt, the Brin managed for various time to support the attack on the enemy without 
suffering damage that impaired its efficiency. Resurfaced after 4 hours in the same area of the 
attack spotted very close destroyers, which were stopped engaged in rescue operations. Could 
not, given the short distance, make a launch 


1" the first British units arrived landing on the ground of 
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useful to the submarine, disengaged again submerged waiting for more favorable time to leave 
the area. 

It was not possible to derive from enemy’s documentation elements relating to the 
results of the two actions of the Brin. 

The two boats, which left their ambushes on the evening of 12, were replaced from the 
13" by submarines Argo and Acciaio deployed roughly in the initial positions of the two 
previous. A few days later, on June 18, with the provision of transit along the Algerian coast of 
a large convoy directed to the east, the two boats carried out a large southward shift taking: the 
submarine Argo to the Cape Carbon area and submarine Acciaio near the Gulf Philippeville. 

Both boats encountered immediately in the new ambush zones intense anti-submarine 
search by light ships and by air units that greatly hampered their operations, however, sure 
indication of the passage of the reported convoy. On the morning of the 19"" in fact, at about 
07:00 hours, the submarine Argo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Arcangelo Giliberti), arriving close to the 
Gulf of Bougie, he sighted a small patrol ship who carried out preventive search in those waters. 
Shortly after, at 08:12, came to periscope depth for visual control of the situation, the submarine 
found himself in the middle of the convoy that was maneuvering to enter the harbor. Having lost 
a launch stern against a large tanker for the maneuvers of the same, the Argo, after passing 
under the central column of the convoy, launched at 09:02 at the point lat. 36°54'N long. 
05°25'E, four bow torpedoes against the steamers group of the inner line, especially against a 
big ship that at that time was at closer range. Once the launch of our submarine disengaged in 
depth detecting, after the expected travel time of the weapon, two dry almost simultaneous 
explosions and, after a few seconds, a third explosion. Having accomplished the action without 
being able to determine the outcome by visual observation, the Argo disengaged to the sea 
noting at intervals enemy antisubmarine search without dropping depth charges. 

In enemy documentation there are not, however, elements related to the actions of the 
Argo. 
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The submarine Acciaio deployed more to the east, in the vicinity of the Gulf of 
Philippeville, although had been subject of a certain enemy search activities which did not 
effected sightings. 

While in the early hours of the 20" these two boats left their assigned patrol areas, three 
other boats: the submarines Bronzo, Platino and Argento had taken place a few hours along the 
Algerian coast and exactly the Bronzo, in an area near the coast to the west of Cape Carbon, the 
Platino off of Bona and finally the Argento few miles to the west of the island of La Galite. A 
fourth boat, the Velella (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Mario Patane), as was about to reach its zone to the 
NW of Cape Bougaroni. It was called back to the base by the Submarine Command. To be 
mentioned that in the transfer navigation in the area, this boat had been attacked on the 
afternoon of the 18", however, by a "Bristol Blenheim" type aircraft, the attack foiled by the 
content and precise focus of A/A weapons our submarine. 

Apart from the submarine Platino was called back to base on the evening of the 20" due 
to lack of convoys, the other two boats: the Argento and Bronzo, after a short wait in the 
originally assigned patrol areas, were moved to the north at about the center line of the Balearic 
Islands- Sardinia channel, covering for enemy movements against the south-western coasts of 
the island. In new areas assigned the two submarines patrolled until 1 July following, 
performing for another in the night on 30" the submarine Argento, a attempted attack on the 
Philippeville roadstead and submarine Bronzo, a search along the coast near Cape Carbon south 
of the 37° parallel. Both, however, did not carry out, in these occasions, any actions. 

Along the Cyrenaica coasts alternated in the two anti-trafficking submarine patrols. At 
first worked the submarine Beilul that arrived, as already mentioned, on May 29 previous to a 
patrol mainly the waters of the Gulf of Sidra until 13 June. From 11 to 26 June, therefore, the 
submarine Galatea worked in a wide area to the south of Crete, astride of the 25° meridian, 
relieved on the 27" by the submarine Beilul still lingered in the area until the entire first decade 
of July. Both of these boats had no opportunity of taking offensive actions but it nevertheless 
noted on several occasions a consistent anti-submarine air activity in which they managed to not 
be involved. 
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To complete the operation overview of the June 1943 must make mention of 7 missions 
for ambushes mainly antisubmarine carried out in metropolitan waters, particularly in the 
Ligurian Gulf and the Gulf of Taranto, and two material transport missions. They participated in 
the protective anti-submarine ambush in the Ligurian Gulf, the submarine H 2 with four 
missions, respectively in the nights on 3, 8, 15 and 25 June; the submarine H 4 with 1 mission 
carried out in the night on 1 June and submarine Rismondo with the mission carried out in the 
night on June 16 in the nearest waters of Genoa. In the Gulf of Taranto instead worked the 
submarine Zoea with the mission carried out in the night of June 22. 

Finally, two boats, the Atropos and Sirena submarine, were employed to transport a 
share of urgent materials to our overseas possessions. The submarine Atropos landed on June 10 
in Lampedusa 36 tons of ammunition and 10 tons of food, for a total of 46 tons, and thereafter 
returned on 16" to base, while the submarine Sirena, departed from Taranto the 7" reached 
Leros on June 12 with various replacement than for engines, 0.8 tons of weapons and 2.8 tons of 
ammunition. From this base, the submarine Sirena then stopped to be readied for a subsequent 
offensive mission in the eastern Mediterranean. 


Overall in the month of June 1943 were carried out, by 16 boats, 19 of various types of 
missions which, however, only 10 with predominantly offensive tasks. During these missions 
they were conducted three attacks culminated with the launch of 11 torpedoes; what result can 
be assigned with almost certainty the more or less serious damage to a ship about the 7,000 
GRT and a aircraft. They were also transported to overseas anchorages 50 tons mainly made of 
ammunition, arms and food. 

In the month, finally, it was recorded the loss of the boat: the coastal submarine H 8, 
following aerial action conducted on June 5 at 14:00 against our base of La Spezia. The 
submarine, hit by a bomb and sank at her berth. However, it was refloated on the 13" and then 
brought to Genoa to be turned into generator pontoon for submarines. 

Comparing the activity in the first half of 1943 with that of the previous semester, is 
found, first, a 
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significant decrease in the number of missions carried out in both the monthly average of 
submarines employees: 129 missions against 256 and a monthly average of 18 boats employed 
against 32 of the previous semester. This is due to various reasons, the most important among 
them: the serious surplus of losses (11) suffered in the first half compared to the number of new 
vessels entering service (3); progressive increased wear of boats of older construction and the 
consequent need for more prolonged and frequent work; contraction of the operational zones 
resulting evolution of the situation on the African land front; need to prepare as many as 
possible of the remaining submarines to deal with the expected further enemy attack against 
Italian territory. 

Attacks carried out were 19 with the launch of 66 torpedoes with the following results: 2 
warships sure sink for 1,425 tons and the likely damage to other 3 light ships in addition to the 
damage to two merchant ships of medium tonnage; Also in the course of several sustained air 
attacks an enemy aircraft was shot down three definitely damaged. 

However, despite the lower use of boats in the six months, the losses remained high - 11 
boats - slightly lower than those experienced in the last six months of 1942, while new buildings 
were put into operation only 3 including a former war booty boat returned to efficiency, the 
former French Phoque renamed FR1/1. 

This proves the increasingly fierce efficiency of enemy aero-naval attack, also due to a 
more favorable operational situation. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
FROM 07/01/1943 TO THE ARMISTINCE 


1. - MONTH OF JULY1943. 


Eliminated, with the rapid aero-naval operation in mid-June, the potential danger 
represented by our fortified position of Pantelleria, the Allied forces in the Mediterranean could 
be concentrated for subsequent operations against Europe. Despite the uncertainty towards what 
goals expected the new enemy offensive would be developed, it became clear that the 
concentration of forces in the Algerian-Tunisian ports and Malta was intended for operations 
against Italian territory and most likely against the islands of Sicily or Sardinia, which already 
from early days of July had been subjected to heavy attacks of the enemy air forces. 

And in fact in the night on July 10, preceded by heavy bombardments of all airports of 
the island and after a mighty naval preparedness as well as the targeted launches of paratroopers 
against key positions by the Allied forces landed taking ground in three points of the 
southeastern Sicilian coast, astride Cape Passero, in order to arrive as quickly as possible in the 
possession of a port (Syracuse or Augusta) to use as a base of operations in the steps required 
for the conquest. 

Our violent counterattack exhausted after the first two days against American positions 
of Gela, the Axis forces were forced, in the face of the overwhelming masses of every kind 
fielded by the enemy, to give ground 
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and to prepare a resistance line from the plain to the south of Catania headed NW towards the 
northern coast of the island. In this situation Syracuse was evacuated and naval base of Augusta 
fell on July 13. 

Vanished, after fierce fighting, the hope of being able to push back into the sea the 
attacker, because the impressive wealth of resources to put into this field, the Italian Supreme 
Command who had under his command even the German forces in Sicily, decided to attempt 
resistance to the bitter end to shelter behind the forces in the northeastern part of the island 
where, eventually, they could be transferred to the continent. 

The withdraw operation of the forces, hinged in the plain of Catania, developed in the 
second decade of the month and on July 22 Palermo was occupied by American forces of the 
VII Army. 

In this dramatic picture of the strategic situation, the employment of our submarines 
took place mainly in the waters around Sicily in an attempt to counter as much as possible both 
the landing operations and the supply to those enemy forces landed. However, they were not left 
undefended the waters off the south-western Sardinian coast so that to detect and counter any 
further landing attempts against that island (see map no. 19). 

In the waters in SW Sardinia, therefore, they had taken position the submarine Giada, 
from July and the submarine Turchese, from July 3. The aforementioned two boats after an 
initial ambush in the areas assigned to them, astride of the parallel 38°30'N, and both carried out 
offensive reconnaissance in waters closer to the African coast, in Bougie and Philippeville 
areas, then returning in the originally assigned positions. 

Shortly before the start of operations against Sicily, from the 8"", another 3 submarines 
were deployed in areas south of Sardinia: the submarines Alagi -Nichelio and Nereid, the latter 
in position for a close and protective function to the Gulf Cagliari. 

These three boats, however, as soon as the opponent operational plan was outlined 
clearly, were moved as we shall see into the waters of Sicily. Meanwhile three other 
submarines: submarines Argento, Platino and Diaspro had taken a position, starting 
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by the 11", roughly along the meridian 07°30'E, between Cap de Fer and the waters in the SW 
of the island of S. Antioco (Sardinia). 

The deployment of these 8 vessels, reduced to 5 after the movement of the submarines 
Alagi, Nichelio and Nereide into Sicilian waters, carried out mainly for the purpose of having a 
staggered protection in the depth of the Sardinian coasts, no to give many positive results as 
between another three of the five boats were patrolling those waters were subject to various 
failures of equipment on board and were forced to return to base. In particular, the submarine 
Platino and Argento carried the ambush along the meridian 07°30'E only on the 11", forced 
both to return to base in order to eliminate damage non-repairable at sea. They will resume 
offensive ambush in Sicilian waters a few days later. The submarine Turchese instead left the 
ambush the 14" for drawbacks to internal combustion engines, however, after eleven days of the 
mission. The only boat that managed to make an action was the submarine Diaspro (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Alberto Donato) lurking in the waters of Cap de Fer. After several attempts to attack 
escorted traffic directed to Bona, performed on the 12", the Diaspro sighted the morning of the 
13™ at 01:10 hours, in lat. 37°5'N, long. 07°40'E, a big steamer escorted by two corvettes, 
against which launched in succession two pairs of torpedoes, noting after about two and a half 
minutes of the arms race, two explosions are not attributable to anti-submarine weapons. 
Thereafter one of the two corvettes subjected her to a short antisubmarine hunt without causing 
damage. 

The Diaspro left the ambush on the 14" and also the return of Giada, who left the 
operational area assigned the 19"", no other boat in ambush throughout the remainder of the 
month, the waters off the Algerian-Tunisian coast. 

With the beginning of the Anglo-American landings along the south-eastern coast of 
Sicily, you're our submarines: Argo, Acciaio, Bronze, Brin, Flutto and Velella, already on alert 
in metropolitan bases, put to sea in the early hours of July 10 concentrated in the Sicilian waters 
where were ongoing, or was expected to be could be carried out, landing operations. A seventh 
vessel, the submarine Beilul, sailing return to the base from a mission carried out in the waters 
north of Cyrenaica, was diverted to the area of operations and another 3 submarines: Alagi, 
Nichelio and Nereide, already patrolling in areas south Sardinia, they too were moved to the 
waters of Sicily. 
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He tended thereby to carry out to concentrate in Sicilian waters of 10 submarines with the 
precise intention to countering to the maximum extent enemy operations in progress. Therefore, 
we will examine in chronological order the events that occurred in this particular circumstance 
to explain how, in spite of the generous impulse of crews of our submarines, to contrast, their 
opponents operations did not take place in the desired size, resulting in the end non-injurious to 
the continuation of the operations themselves while having achieved some success on the 
whole. 

On the first day of landing did not record any major operational events since it was 
implemented the transfer of the boats to the Sicilian waters, transfer that was immediately 
monitored by the enemy air and underwater forces responsible for foiling the counter-attack of 
our forces, and especially so those of our submarines. In fact, the same day of the ge at 16:25, 
there was a record at the point lat. 39°58'N, long. 12°10'E, off the coast of Sardinian eastern 
coast, an air strike against the submarine Velella departing from La Maddalena and headed for 
the Strait of Messina. The precise focus of our boat’s machine guns, however, forced the plane 
was probably damaged, to desist from the attack. On the afternoon of the following day also the 
submarine Bronzo, in transferring from Pozzuoli to the waters of Syracuse, it was the target of a 
attack of an enemy submarine at Cape Vatican, an attack culminated with the launch of four 
torpedoes all avoided however by our boat with ready maneuver. The same enemy submarine 
was then blamed with another unsuccessful attack on the 13", near Cape Vaticano which also 
took place in the evening, against our submarine Brin who, departed from Bonifacio the 10" 
directed to the landing zone, it was forced due to damage to the diesel engines to direct to 
Naples before the passage of the Straits. The next day arrived in the eastern waters of Sicily the 
submarines Argo, Velella and Flutto, this last of new construction on her first war mission. 
Arrived in the assigned area, off the coast of Augusta, the submarine Argo (Ten, Vasc. [Leut.] 
Arcangelo Giliberti), while she was recovering the life raft from an German aircraft with some 
castaways which crashed into the sea the previous evening, sighted at a distance, at 11:50, a 
escorted convoy headed for Augusta and immediately began approach maneuvering 
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in immersion to move into launch position. Having appreciated however that they could not get 
within range to launch at the convoy, which in the meantime had made a wide turn towards the 
coast, he decided to attack the escort that occurred an external position, ie closest to the 
submarine, and at 14:02 in lat. 37° 02'N, long. 15°28'E fired four torpedoes at a cruiser class 
"Southampton". The distance to the launch, appreciated, was about 4,000 meters. Subjected 
shortly after to a chase by the light ships of the escort which had probably spotted the wakes of 
the torpedoes, our submarine was forced to disengage in depth without being able to see the 
outcome of the launch and to move away from the area. In the evening of the same day, at about 
21:00 hours, the submarine Flutto (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Francesco Caprile), while navigating to 
move in a position close to the coast to search for enemy traffic, was attacked by British motor 
torpedo boats in antisubmarine patrol at point lat. 37°34'N, long. 15°43'E (about 25 miles off the 
coast of Catania). After that submarine there is no more news, is to be considered the exact 
declaration of attacking source that the submarine Flutto was sunk with all hands in the course 
of an anti-submarine hunt, the time and place indicated by the British MTB 640, 651] and 670, in 
which they could not recover any survivor. 

On the 12" the submarines Bronzo, Nereide and Beilul arrived in the eastern waters of 
Sicily the latter diverted during his return from a mission carried out off the coast of Cyrenaica 
and the Nereide moved from the previous ambush in southern Sardinia. Meanwhile, the 
submarines Velella and Argos, both reported failures to both engines suffered during anti- 
submarine hunting, were forced to leave the ambush and headed for Taranto. During these 
movements the submarine Velella recovered off the coast of Cape Colonne 5 men of one of our 
crashed torpedo bomber. Also on the 12" the submarines Alagi and Nichelio, already in ambush 
in areas south of Sardinia, were moved as a precaution to the waters NW of Sicily where, 
however, they had no opportunity to perform actions. Shortly after, they will also be sent to the 
landing zone. 

Reached the Sicilian eastern waters, the submarines Bronzo, Nereide and Beilul soon 
had occasion to carry out all of the action. The submarine Bronzo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Antonio 
Gherardi) In fact, in ambush 
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off the coast of Syracuse, sighted at 13:00 approximately quite distant, four light ships that he 
decided to attack. Having recognized, after tightening the distances, it was smaller ship type 
corvette in antisubmarine patrol, he decided to disengage in the depths in order to reserve the 
weapons to the most important targets and to allow for a more fruitful listening of the 
hydrophone. In the course of such disengagement, however, to subsequent failure to on-board 
equipment, the Bronzo was forced, at approximately 14:00, to emerge to possibly give surface 
combat. As soon emerged, however, it was made the target to the shooting of cannons and 
machine guns of the ships previously spotted, shot that caused the death of the captain, 1“ 
officer and six other crewmen. It was possible in this way fir the enemy to seize the boat, left 
temporarily without command, and tow it into the port of Syracuse. Among the enemy ships 
who performed this action were the Sub-chasers Seaham, Boston, Poole and Cromarty. 

Meanwhile, further north to the height of Taormina, the submarine Nereide (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Renato Scandola), in transit into those waters, sighted a formation of British destroyers 
engaged in an action of coastal bombardment. Diving to move to the attack, the Nereide 
launched, at 17:46, three electric torpedoes against the formation of destroyers and fell back 
after the action, experiencing the explosion of two weapons without being able to make more 
accurate assessments was also forced to disengage in the deep. 

Then at 21:45, the submarine Beilul (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pasquale Beltrame) while on 
patrol in the area of Cape Passero, point lat. 36°54'N, long. 15°35'E, sighted in a favorable 
position 3 British "Jervis" type destroyers sailing in formation, that he decided to attack. 
Tighten the distances to 1,500 meters launched, at 21:55, three torpedoes, one from each other 
at intervals of two seconds against the formation that was very close together, then disengaging 
by diving to avoid being spotted in turn. Having detected after 2 minutes and 15 seconds after 
launch two strong explosions, believed to have hit at least one of the ships attacked. 

While the violent fight on the beachheads proceeded the enemy continuously supplied 
them with men and materials of all kinds, another submarine: the Acciaio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] 
Vittorio Pescatore) 
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was heading, the 13", to the Straits of Messina to go to strengthen the deployment in place of 
our boats in the eastern waters of Sicily. Unfortunately of this submarine is had no more news, 
there were no survivors. According to enemy sources he would be attacked and sunk in an 
unspecified time of the 13", the point lat. 38°30'N, long. 15°49'E (northern Strait of Messina) 
by the British submarine Unruly, lurking in these waters. 

With the non-arrival of the submarine Acciaio, the deployment of our submarines in the 
eastern waters of Sicily, reduced in the night on the 13" to only two boats: the submarines 
Beilul and Nereide, was intended to be further reduced because, on that day, acknowledged the 
loss of the Nereide. This submarine, which the previous afternoon had attacked a destroyer 
formation, again spotted the morning of the 13" at 04:30, when she was patrolling in the area 
around Augusta, three destroyers in apparent anti-submarine research from which in turn she 
was sighted and forced to disengage underwater, coming immediately subjected to intense 
hunting. Forced after a few hours of almost uninterrupted bombing to emerge for the reported 
failures, the Nereide was immediately framed by a violent enemy fire which caused losses and 
injuries and at 07:30 sank in point about 40 miles east of Augusta. Among the British ships who 
participated in this action they included the destroyers Echo and Ilex who recovered some 
castaways. 

Meanwhile, the two boats temporarily in ambush along the north-western coast of Sicily; 
the submarines Nichelio and Alagi, received orders to move in to the eastern waters passing 
through the Strait of Messina. During this transfer, the Nichelio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Claudio 
Celli) was attacked on the evening of the 14" at 22:30, just south of the Strait, as some British 
motor torpedo boats, which, while maneuvering to launch a torpedo, opened simultaneously 
shooting with machine guns. The decisive fire reaction of our submarine, which was meanwhile 
preparing itself at a rapid disengagement, succeeded in visibly damaging one of the attacking 
boats: the MTB 641. The Nichelio then went on to the assigned area of Cape Passero, while the 
submarine Beilul, which had been patrolling there 
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until then, left the ambush that night to return to Taranto. 

In the first five days, therefore, the enemy operations against Sicily, a period that it 
appeared to be the most indicated for the mass attack of our submarines, for the predictable 
presence in the sea of multiple targets, the contrast properly carried out by our boats did not 
prove as was hoped. Various unfavorable circumstances to which we have referred, but above 
all an almost insurmountable antisubmarine barrier formed around the beachheads and 
contemporary aerial-naval outreach search of our boats designed by the enemy Command, 
paralyzed in large measure our contrast, subjecting us at the same time to pay a severe price 
with the loss in just five days as much as 4 submarines. 

With the fall of Augusta, which took place July 13, the enemy was able to have an 
excellent port as a base for future operations for the conquest of the island, at the same time 
reducing the need for landings on the open coast. As a result the action of contrast of our 
submarines, as well as in the waters gravitating towards the harbor, also took place along the 
routes likely to supplies and offensive patrols flow along the southern coasts of the island. This 
is in order to evade as much as possible the systematic enemy antisubmarine search that had 
proved very effective when our boat was assigned to ambush small areas. 

Returning to the discussion of the events on the 15" arrived in the eastern Sicilian waters 
the submarine Dandolo (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Aldo Turcius) to strengthen the deployment in place 
consisting of the submarine Nichelio and Alagi. Shortly after his arrival, the morning of the 16" 
at 02:57 hours, the Dandolo sighted, while patrolling on the surface, in lat. 37°04'N, long. 
16°02'E (34 miles off the coast of Syracuse), a naval formation consisting of two major ships 
and 4 destroyers, who sailed to the NW. Having decided to attack one of the major ships and 
torpedoes adjusted as a result, it came to 2,000 meters away and in favor of beta launched, at 
03:07, four bow torpedoes against the second major ship maneuvering then to perform even the 
launch of the stern torpedoes. However because of the counter-maneuver of the destroyer escort, 
the Dandolo was forced to disengage underwater. During the disengagement clearly he felt, 
after 1 minute 
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and 40 seconds after launch, two strong explosions. Having failed immediately after hunting on 
the part of the escort ships, he thought he had hit the target. In fact from the enemy’s documents 
show was seriously injured in the course of this action the British CL Cleopatra of 5,450 tons. 
Shortly after this action, the Nichelio, in an offensive patrol to the south attacked, at 03:45 in lat. 
36°53'N, long. 15°12'E, a escorted convoy of three ships. Despite being able to arrive at a close 
distance from the convoy without being spotted and in turn to launch two torpedoes against a 
ship, the attack did not succeed for irregularly running of the weapons. Also during the first 
hours of the 16" the submarine Alagi (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Sergio Puccini), on patrol in the waters 
of Augusta attacked, at 06:13 hours in lat. 37°2'N long. 15°55'E, a formation of three destroyers, 
who were carrying out an anti-submarine sweep, firing three torpedoes and heard the explosion 
of a weapon after | minute and 45 seconds of the run. 

Despite having made our submarines numerous other sightings, both during the 16" and 
during the following days, the heavy traffic index in the area, no other attack was possible. This 
also because of the strong anti-submarine supervision exercised by the enemy, both with light 
naval ships and aircraft. And fact precisely because of that supervision on the evening of the 
17" at 22:25 the submarine Dandolo, while on the surface 20 miles off the coast of Catania, was 
attacked by an aircraft with the launch of two cluster bombs, which exploded at the base of the 
conning tower, and two are imbedded in the pressure hull. Despite being able to thwart further 
attacks thanks to its intense fire reaction that probably damaged the aircraft, the Dandolo was 
forced to abort the mission and head for Crotone where she arrived the next morning. 

While the 18" the submarine Alagi left the area at the completion of the mission, they 
took ambush in the southeastern Sicilian waters the submarines Ascianghi and Platino, the latter 
in her second mission of the month. Both boats had occasion to target right away enemy traffic 
and in particular the submarine Platino (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] VIttorio Patrelli Campagnano) that 
at 14:12 spotted a big troop transport leaving Augusta. After trying to close the maximum the 
distance, consistent with the presence of the escort ships, he was forced to launch 
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at 14:28, from a distance it appreciated the 3,500 meters, a salvo of four electric torpedoes then 
exiting in depth to escape the enemy's reaction and without being able to determine the outcome 
of the launch, also for the subsequent violent bombardment. The Platino dropped the ambush on 
the following day, 19 July. On this day the submarine Nichelio, who also in the patrols of the 
previous days had had the opportunity to make numerous sightings of both merchant ships and 
of warships without actually attacking for various circumstances, managed to perform an action. 
Having spotted at a distance, at about 13:00, a steamer escorted by two corvettes, maneuvered 
appropriately making limited use of the periscope to shorten distances without being discovered 
by the escort and at 13.54 hours standing in lat. 36°40'N, long. 15°13'E launched from a 
distance of less than 1,000 meters, an electric torpedo against the merchant ship (a second 
weapon not departed due to malfunction of the firing device), hitting it in full. 

The steamer, appreciated at 8,000 grt, was seen strongly stern-down and about to sink. A 
subsequent sighting of three cruisers made that night by our submarine did not lead to any 
action due to unfavorable situation kinematics. 

Now realized the near impossibility of lurking offensive positions remain fairly close to 
the coast, it was ordered submarines to remain at a distance, with frequent rapid incursions into 
important areas for the opposing traffic, which could be the immediate approaches to ports of 
discharge and when it was made in the last days of the month, playing offensive cruises along 
the eastern and southern coasts of Sicily. 

It was during one of these offensive raids that we had to record a further loss at the 
hands of enemy anti-submarine destroyer. The submarine Ascianghi (S. Ten. Vasc. [Leut. (jg)] 
Mario Fiorini) in fact, that after the departure of the Nichelio took place the 21“ at the 
completion of the mission, had been the only boat to undermine the enemy traffic in the areas 
between Augusta and Catania, while, towards 15:00 of the on. he was performing a offensive 
reconnaissance near Augusta, he sighted a formation of ships, comprising cruisers and 
destroyers, against which launched in quick succession two torpedoes. Submitted almost 
immediately 
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to a violent bombardment, which caused serious damage to the hull with water seeping inside 
especially in the stern area, the Ascianghi was forced to emerge decided to accept the battle on 
the surface and thereafter scuttled. However, as soon it emerged was the target to a precise 
artillery fire from enemy ships that caused losses among the crew and further damage to the 
hull. A few minutes later, at 15:30 or so, the submarine sank stern first in lat point. 37°09'N 
long. 15°22'E, about 10 miles from Augusta. The enemy ships, among which were the 
destroyers Laforey and Eclipse, proceeded to recover the survivors of our sunken boat. 

From enemy’s documentation it shows that on this day was damaged at the point lat. 
37°03'N and long. 15°24'E the CL Newfoundland of 8,000 tons standards, for which said 
damage is attributable to the action of the Ascianghi conducted before its sinking. 

On the evening of the same day (23™) took the offensive patrols along the eastern coast 
of Sicily, remained undefended with the sinking of the Ascianghi, the submarine Velella who 
had already worked in the early days of the landing. The Velella was supposed to join the 
submarine Argo who left Taranto, where, however, stop the transfer shortly after Cape 
Spartivento Calabro due to unexpected inconveniences to equipment on board. 

So the Velella, along with submarines Diaspro and Argento, they also on their second 
mission of the month and who came to the area in the following days, held the patrolling of the 
eastern waters of Sicily applying the tactic of quick thrust against the coast, without having 
occasion to perform actions. Later played an offensive cruising along the southern coasts of the 
island, on the way back to base, attacked without success on the morning of the 30" at 02:30, 
near Pantelleria, an unspecified warship, sighted in turn, submitted it to violent artillery and 
anti-submarine hunt. 

The submarines Diaspro and Argento also took place in the last days of the month an 
offensive cruise along the most likely routes of approach to Sicily with both coming from the 
Gulf of Sidra and from Malta, noting more intense anti-submarine surveillance, but without 
occasions to make actions. The submarine Argento, the afternoon of July 23, while directing to 
pass through 
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Strait of Messina, was made target to an attack) of a enemy submarine culminated with the 
launch of three torpedoes, however, avoided, then fell victim in the course of this mission of 
enemy anti-submarine, in the first days of the month, which we will examine when recounting 
the said period. 

Therefore in the first 20 days of operation "Husky" against Sicily were being carried out 
by our submarines, mainly along the eastern shores of the island, 18 offensive missions 
(considering the second mission the Argo stopped as a result of enemy action) that cost us the 
loss of as many as 5 boats. 

While the activity this month underwent by our underwater forces in the Sicilian waters 
the most important and major activities engaged can be said most of our operating boats at that 
time, other activities, we can define subsidiary but connected with the development of the 
ongoing operations, it was also carried out and during which we suffered as we will see more 
heavy losses. In fact, in addition to carrying out numerous ambushes mainly antisubmarine in 
national waters especially those facing our two main naval base of La Spezia and Taranto, was 
accomplished in the month, a special assault mission and executed various transfers of our 
submarines to national bases in dependence on the contingent situation. 

Participated in the anti-submarine ambushes and anti-ship search in the Ligurian Gulf 
facing the waters of La Spezia, the submarines H /, H 2, H 4 and H 6 that took place later in the 
month a total of 9 missions, respectively in on the nights of the ‘cane APO iste 19", 20", 2a. 
26" and 28 J uly. In the Gulf of Taranto worked the submarine Zoea who made two ambushes, 
respectively, in the nights of the 19" and 22 J uly approximately at the center of the Gulf (30 
miles to the east of Point Alice), to contrast to possible incursions by enemy surface forces in 
those waters. 

Also falling into enemy hands our ports of eastern Sicily, where it was logical to assume 
that was conducted high-traffic, had advised make a foray against them with our special assault 
craft. For this purpose had left La Spezia, on the afternoon of July 14, the submarine Ambra 
under the command of Capt. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr.] Renato Ferrini with orders to carry out an 
offensive foray against Augusta. Passing the 
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Strait of Messina on the night on the 17", the Ambra continued covertly navigating to the goal 
and the same evening at 22:32 hours in lat. 37°28'N long. 15°58'E (approximately 25 miles SE 
of Cape dell'Armi) sighted, while on the surface, a naval enemy formation composed of one 
larger ship, probably type cruiser, and four destroyers. The Ambra however did not make an 
attack, indeed disengaging diving, not to unravel, as per orders received, to reveal its presence 
before the completion of the special assault mission. In the early hours of the next day the 
submarine, which was continuing its way towards the goal, it made several sightings of aircraft, 
avoiding with appropriate maneuvers to be itself spotted and attacked. However, at 03:20 on 
July 18, while she was about 45 miles south of Cape Spartivento, the submarine underwent a 
sudden and precise dive attack by another aircraft, of the anti-submarine patrol service, which 
managed to drop against him some bombs that exploded next door on both sides and which 
caused various failures on board by inhibiting afterwards our boat the possibility to immerse. 
Thus not being able to continue the mission, commander Ferrini ordered to attempt on the 
surface to return to the closest national base, Messina, which in effect she made it in the 
afternoon of July 19, from where she went, under escort, to Naples to perform the necessary 
repairs. 

The intense anti-submarine aircraft patrol together with to a wider use of its submarines 
that the enemy had put in place, especially in Ionian waters, to neutralize the possibility of 
retaliation of our naval forces, brought more heavy losses among our submarines. 

The afternoon of July 15, in fact, at about 18:30, the submarine Remo (Ten. Vasc. 
[Leut.] Salvatore Vassallo), a new type of transportation submarine that had at that time 
completed the preparation at construction sites of Taranto, while she was carrying out the 
surface transfer to Naples, was attacked in lat. 39°19'N, long. 17°30'E (25 miles to the east of 
Point Alice), by the British submarine United, which launched against him four torpedoes. Hit 
in the center by a weapon, the Remo sank very quickly. This circumstance was the cause of the 
loss of 55 of its 59 crewmen. 
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The arrangement of the transfer surface between national ports of our submarines had 
been replaced by MARICOSOM, the same evening of the 16'", with that of the transfer with 
hidden navigation, both day and night, until Reggio Calabria. However, at the issuance of the 
order the submarine Remo had already been sunk. 

A few days later a second boat of this new wave of transport class submarines suffered 
the same fate, which had also recently completed the preparation at construction sites: the 
submarine Romolo (Cap. Corv. [Lt. Cmdr] Alberto Crepas). This boat, which had left Taranto 
on the 15" in the afternoon of that day a few hours after the departure of the Remo and also 
moving to Naples, there was no more news. According to the findings from enemy’s 
documentation the Romolo would be attacked on the morning of 18 July at 03:20, while on the 
surface SE of Cape Spartivento Calabro, by an RAF aircraft who made the launch of five bombs 
including three exploded on submarine would eventually sunk shortly after, at 05:50, at 15 
miles from the coast without any survivors being recovered. This painful circumstance left to 
assume that the submarine Romolo was lost after the aforementioned air strike not only for the 
damage caused thereby to the hull by the explosions of bombs, but also for the possible 
explosion of batteries or the ammunition magazine, as indeed the Commission of investigation 
had to rule. 

Another loss finally, due to the increased enemy underwater danger in our coastal 
waters, was towards the end of the month. 

On July 24, in fact, the submarine Micca (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Paolo Scrobogna) had left 
Taranto to move to Naples passing south of Sicily to avoid the waters of the Strait now rendered 
especially dangerous for the possibility of enemy aerial attacks. On the evening of July 28, 
however, the Micca, while in the east of Cape Spartivento Calabro, informed the Submarine 
Command she was forced to return to Taranto due to drawbacks to on-board equipment, and 
that would have made the landing at Cape St. Maria di Leuca to follow then, in return to the 
base, those security routes. 

Now is the morning of the 29" at St. Maria di Leuca was attacked at around 06:00, 3 
miles SW of the Cape, by the British submarine Trooper 
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who launched at her a salvo of six torpedoes. Hit by a torpedo aft of the conning tower, the 
Micca she sank rapidly. Only 18 men of the 72 crew members were able to be recovered by 
means of an anti-submarine escort sent from Taranto, the Bormio, who at the time of the 
Micca’s sinking had not yet arrived at the appointment with our submarine. 

The month of July 1943, with the beginning of the Allied operations against Sicily, had 
marked a dramatic turning point in the strategic situation in the Mediterranean, it was closed so 
with the more onerous liability for our remaining underwater forces had lost as many as 8 boats 
(the highest monthly losses of the war), 5 of which in the course of offensive missions 
conducted mainly in the waters of eastern Sicily, the allied landings theater. 

An examination of the activity performed is also noted that on a whole of 34 missions 
carried out (excluding transfer missions), those with offensive tasks amassed to 22, two of 
which, however, interrupted before the units reached the prescribed area of operations , with an 
employment of 17 boats. 

In the course of these missions, as reported in the tables n. 1 and 2 of p. 162-163, 10 
attacks were conducted with the launch of 30 weapons and the verified result of the severe 
damage to two cruisers and one motor torpedo boat for a total of 13,600 tons, 1 steamship of 
8,000 GRT and | aircraft, although they can not rule out further success given the difficulty of 
ascertaining the causes that determined allied losses in this period. 

Five submarines then carried out 11 protective anti-submarine ambush and anti-ship 
missions in national waters and a special underwater assault mission, who was not brought to a 
close due to severe damage suffered during an air attack. 

The mission breaks before the limit provided were 9, 6 of which are attributable to such 
failures of equipment onboard and 3 to enemy aerial-naval attack. The enemy offense, as can be 
seen from the table no. 2, manifested violently and continues from the beginning of landing 
operations in all the waters concerned with such operations and in those adjacent areas, with the 
goal to crush any possibility of substantial interference on the part of our aerial -naval forces, 
but especially our underwater, to which was easy 
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to provide that would have been assigned the task to counter, as effectively as possible, the 
ongoing operations. 
In fact, always in the aforementioned Table n. 2 can be seen that in the timeframe goes 
from July 10 to 31 were conducted as many as 18 more attacks against our submarines engaged 
in the waters of Sicily (ie: not considering preventive anti-submarine hunting actions in which 
occurred without our boats becoming exactly identified or those generally following the 
attacks), of which 4 attributable to air forces, 6 to underwater forces and 8 to enemy anti- 
submarine surface forces. 



































TABLE. 1 
List of attacks carried out by our submarine in the first 20 days of operation “Husky”. 
Date & Hour Location Target No of Torpedoes Result 
Boat launched 

7/11 — 14:02 | Lat. 37°02’N Escort ships 4 Unobserved 

Argo Long. 15°28’E to a convoy 

7/12 — 17:46 | Waters of Catania | DD Formation 3 Unobserved 

Nereide 

7/12 —21:45 | Lat. 36°54’N 3 DDs 3 Outcome 

Beilul Long.15°35’E uncertain 

7/13 —01:00 | Lat. 37°05’N Steamer escorted 4 Outcome 

Diaspro Long.07°40’°E by 2 Cov. uncertain 

7/16 — 02:57 | Lat. 37°04’N 2 CL- 4 DD 4 CL Cleopatra 

Dandolo Long.16°02’E Of 5450 tons 
damaged 

7/16 Lat. 36°53’N 3 escorted 2 Outcome 

Nichelio Long. 15°32’E Steamers negative 

7/16 Lat. 37°02’N 3 DDs 5 Outcome 

Alagi Long.15°55’E Unobserved 

7/18 Waters of Escorted Troop 4 Outcome 

Platino Augusta transport Unobserved 

TNN9 Lat. 36°40’N Steamer escorted 1 Grave damage 

Nichelio Long.15°13’E By 2 cov. To a 8000 ton 
steamer 

7/23 Waters of Formation of 2 Damage to the 

Ascianghi Augusta Cruisers & DDs CL Newfounland 
Of 8000 tons Std 
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TABLE 2 


List of the main anti-submarine actions against our submarine in the first 20 days of 


operation "Husky" 







































































Date & Hour Location Type of means Outcome of the attack 
Boat That effected 
The attack 
7/10 — 16:25 Lat. 39°58’N Aircraft Aircraft probably damaged 
Velella Long.12°10’E From fire from our boat 
7/11 — afternoon. | Waters of Submarine | Evaded all the Torps. 
Bronzo Cape Vaticano. 
7/11 - Evening Waters of Sub-chaser | Broke the fuel oil tank 
Velella Siracusa. 
7/11 - @21:00 Lat. 37°34’N MTB Sinking of our boat 
Flutto Long. 15°43’E 
7/12 — 14:00 Off Siracusa Cov. Our boat captured 
Bronzo 
7/13 — 04:30 Waters of DD Loss of out Boat 
Nereide Augusta. 
7/13 - evening Waters of Submarine — | Evaded all the Torps 
Brin Cape Vaticano 
7/13 - ? Lat. 38°30’N Submarine | Loss of out Boat 
Acciaio Long.15°49’E 
7/14 — 22:30 South of the MTB Damage to MTB (6417?) 
Nichelio Strait of Messina From fire of our boat 
7/15 — 18:30 Lat. 39°19’N Submarine Loss of out Boat 
Remo Long.17°30’E 
TNT — 22:25 Off Catania Aircraft Damage to out boat 
Dandolo 
7/18 — 03:20 15 miles SE of Aircraft Loss of out Boat 
Romolo Cape Spartivento 
7/18 — 03:30 45 miles South of | Aircraft Grave damage to our boat 
Ambra Cape Spartivento 
7/23 — 15:30 Lat. 37°09’N DD Loss of out Boat 
Ascianghi Long. 15°22’E 
7/23 — Afternoon | north of the submarine Evaded all the Torps 
Argento Strait of Messina. 
7/26 — evening Lat. 36°04’N Cov Evaded the anti-sub hunt 
Velella Long.16°00’E 
7/29 — 06:00 4 miles SW of Cape | submarine Loss of out Boat 
Micca St. Maria di Leuca 
7/30 — 02:30 Lat. 36°10’N DD Evaded cannon fire 
Velella Long. 12°28’E And depth charges 
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2. - MONTH OF AUGUST 1943. 


Broken in the first days of August 1943, the resistance of the Axis forces, now perched 
in the north-eastern part of Sicily, had organized along the Simeto, the Allied forces occupied 
Catania on the 5", Adrano the 6", Randazzo August 13 and then pushed toward Messina, 
evacuated the 16", was occupied by the enemy the next day. 

It concluded as follows, after 38 days of hard fighting, the attack on Sicily in the Allied 
plan would have to result in a maximum of two weeks of operations, without, however, prevent 
the bulk of Axis forces and their light weapons could be transferred, through the Strait, to 
Calabria. From 17 August and then at the end of the month the Allied forces prepared the next 
leap over the Strait and the setting up of other bridgeheads of landing on Italian soil. 

Even in these circumstances, our submarines, although considerably weakened in 
number but not in the aggressive spirit, continued their offensive ambushes in conditions more 
precarious every day for the virulence of the enemy aerial-naval threat. 

We have already mentioned, talking about the submarine Argento in the operational 
analysis of the month of July, as this submarine offensive mission along the eastern coast of 
Sicily in the last days of that month, then became a victim of an enemy anti-submarine action. 
And in fact the Argento (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Leo Masina), which until July 25 had conducted an 
unsuccessful ambush in the vicinity of Catania, then was ordered to make a reconnaissance to 
the south of Sicily pushing towards the Gulf of Sidra and then to return to base with hidden 
navigation through the Strait of Sicily. Once the ordered reconnaissance, without having had the 
opportunity to identify individual traffic or conveyed, the submarine headed for the return and 
the evening of August 2 at 22:55, while in navigation area 5 miles north of Pantelleria, sighted 
in very close range a destroyer and three other minor ships in apparent anti-submarine patrols in 
those waters. Forced to disengage in immersion he was immediately subjected to intense and 
precise hunting with the launch of numerous depth charges, the explosions which caused a 
series of serious failures in 
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on board equipment and damage to the hull resulting in water infiltration. Forced to come to the 
surface, the Argento was taken under the cannons and machine guns fire of the attacking ships 
that accelerated its sinking, already prepared by the crew, sinking occurred at 00:30 hours of 
August 3, at the point mentioned above. 

The attacking destroyer, who turned out to be the American Buck, recovered the entire 
crew of the submarine but four men killed in the action. 

While fighting in Sicily was drawing to its inevitable denouement with operations 
concentrated in the northeastern part of the island, aiming to conquer Messina, the ambush areas 
of our submarines were moved into the Calabrian waters N and S of the Strait (see map n. 20). 
The submarine Giada carried out an offensive patrol in the Gulf of Policastro, from 5 to 8 
August, and the submarines Nichelio and Diaspro two ambushes, 17-20, just north of the Strait. 
Of these three patrols, the only the Diaspro (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Alberto Donato), lurking in the 
waters of Stromboli, had the opportunity to take actions. In fact on the morning of 18 August 
sighted two destroyers in lat. 38° 41'N Long. 15°20'E, which proceeded at high pace for route 
SSE, although not able to tighten the distances given the unfavorable position kinematics, 
therefore tried the launch with two stern torpedoes (as the bow torpedoes, were electric, and 
they had lower race and speeds), the launch was almost certainly unsuccessful. 

On the evening of the following day, August 19, at 23:10 the Diaspro, as she prepared to 
return to base in Naples for completed mission again sighted in its patrol area SE of Stromboli 
two destroyers navigating in a row in a broken line around to the east, against whom he directed 
the attack. Tighten the distances, launched at 23:23 in rapid succession, four electric bow 
torpedoes against one of the ships performing then disengagement underwater. After the 
estimated travel time of the weapons were heard two loud explosions that were attributed to the 
explosion of the two torpedoes on target. 

This assessment was endorsed by the sighting occurred about an hour later in the same 
area, in the process of emerging, a destroyer that seemed damaged. The Diaspro, having 
exhausted the torpedoes in the two previous launches, could not repeat the attack and 
disengaged, reporting immediately after the sighting. 
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In Calabrian waters south of the Strait, area of Cape dell'Armi-Cape Spartivento, worked 
instead, between 17 and August 21, the submarine Settembrini and Jalea tasked with 
intercepting any incursions by enemy naval forces against our shores. However, they revealed 
only intense activities of small submarine chasers from which on several occasions had to 
disengage as they did not constitute useful targets for an attack by torpedo, while any fire 
actions could prove prejudicial to the safety of the boats. 

The rapid development of the situation on the fighting fronts, MARICOSOM had also 
recommended to call at home a few submarines already located in Leros. 

On August 3 therefore departed from this base the submarines Galatea and Sirena with 
the order, however, to make when transferring an offensive patrol along the coasts of Cyrenaica. 
The two submarines arrived the 5" in assigned areas, respectively, north of Ras el Tin and the 
Gulf of Sollum, where they remained until the 8"" without meeting enemy traffic. Then 
completed the planned ambushes the two boats reached Naples on the 18'" and 20 August 
respectively. 

A special operation, finally, raiding enemy landing on the coast, was conducted in the 
month by submarine Menotti (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Giovanni Manunta). This boat, which started 
on July 27 previous from Brindisi, had the task to land two raiding patrols of the "San Marco" 
Battalion at the point at 24 miles for 202° from the entrance of the port of Benghazi. The raiders 
then, with small inflatable boats, would reach the coast to make their ordered blow, being 
recovered, where possible, the next evening by the same carrying submarine. 

Arrived on the evening of August 3, the proposed point for the start of the operation, the 
Menotti effected, at 22:00, the landing of commandos on board of four inflatable boats made 
their way to the coast, thus moving away from the area to avoid being spotted from the outer 
supervision forces. The action, however, of our raiders, for which we refer to Volume XIV "The 
assault craft" p. 250, also led a systematic antisubmarine search in the waters near the port with 
the launch, to intimidate, numerous depth charges so it was impossible for our submarine to 
meet the appointment for the recovery of the raiders 
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landed. On the morning of August 11, the Menotti then returned to Brindisi. 

As regards the anti-submarine patrol predominantly in national waters done by our 
submarines this turned out, in the month, discontinuous and much less intense. It is in fact 
limited to a mission carried out by the submarine Onice in the Gulf of Taranto in the night on 
the 21°, and 3 missions in the Gulf of Liguria of which 2 by the submarine H /, in the nights on 
the 10" and 18 August, and | from the submarine in Rismondo on the 26". During the night on 
the mission carried out by the submarine H / on the evening of the 9"", this submarine was able 
to spot a enemy submarine surfaced in Gulf waters but despite his speedy attack maneuver, he 
could not bring in good position for a torpedo before the enemy disengaged underwater. 

The activity is therefore carried out by our submarines in this month, somewhat reduced 
for all types of missions, clearly resent the considerable effort made by our underwater forces in 
the previous month. It can be summed up in 12 missions performed, of which 7 with offensive 
tasks, carried out by the boats, with the result of 2 attacks conducted against light ships and 
culminated with the launch of 6 arms, without however obtaining ascertained results even 
though in this case not it can rule out damage to one or more destroyer type ships. 


3. - THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1943. 


At 04:30 hours on September 3, preceded by an intense preparation by heavy artillery 
and aerial bombardment, was beginning to attack the VHI British Army to the Italian territory, 
in Reggio-Villa San Giovanni area, a location on the same day fell in hands enemy. 

Countered only by rearguard actions of the Axis forces and sustained by the landing of 
units in Bagnara, in the night on the 4", and Pizzo night on 8 September, the British proceeded 
rapidly towards the Calabria bottleneck represented by the Nicastro-Catanzaro line that was 
reached on 10 September. Meanwhile the American V Army, backed by an impressive complex 
of warships of various types, proceeded 
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early in the day of the 9" the establishment of a beachhead in the Salerno area in an attempt to 
get around the deployment in place of Italian-German units engaged in Calabria, while, on the 
same of the 9"", airborne forces of the British VIII Army landed in Taranto. 

At 18:00 however, the previous day, September 8, Algiers radio had broadcast the 
announcement of the armistice between the Italian armed forces and those of the Allies signed 
in Cassibile on September 3. 

Even in this rapid and dramatic turn of events, the remaining Italian underwater forces, 
still firm in the moral and animated by the highest offensive spirit, engaged in the now unequal 
struggle in an attempt to counter the allied attacks. 

To the purpose MARICOSOM Rome had, since the previous July 2, prepared an 
employment plan of all ready submarines, known by the name of "operation code Zeta." 
Purpose of it, the execution of which would be communicated with conventional telegraphic 
order, it was to attack and destroy the enemy ships and naval forces engaged in landing action 
on the western coast of southern Italy, Sardinia and Corsica. 

At each submarine, therefore, that with the order of general operation had received, as 
attachments, maps route to follow and the various patrol areas, as well as maps of the barriers 
the coast of Sardinia, Sicily, Corsica and the Tyrrhenian coast of Calabria and Campania with 
its key points, was awarded an ambush point in the anti-landing barrier provided with, among 
other, the following provisions: 


c) offensive-exploratory task against naval forces and convoys coming from the west 
and south. The order of preference in the attacks is the following: ships, aircraft carriers, 
battleships and cruisers. Submarines, destroyers, MTB and other smaller ships will not be 
attacked. In case of sighting or report of enemy ships, maneuver and attack with maximum 
determination and without the operating zone limitations, 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 169 


with the decision even against ships at anchor. For this purpose they also remit the maps of 
coastal barriers which may be of interest. 


d) In the conventional signal of this Command in Chief "Limiting (stop) day ..... hour 
ee ", which will be given in the event of likely entry of national naval forces in the ambush 
areas of the submarine, they, beginning with the day and time indicated and until further notice, 
will not act against warships that will be spotted by them, but they will keep attacking steamers 
definitely recognized for these. 


e) At the same time as the submarine attacks are taking place airstrikes, MTB, MGB. 
They have orders not to attack submarines. 


This order, as is also revealed by the purposes, primarily intended for efficient vessels of 
the strike group located in the bases of the Tyrrhenian Sea, was built by the order of operation, 
code-named "Gamma CB”, for use along the Ionian coast of Calabria, Basilicata and Apulia, the 
6 new vessels of small displacement CB type in part already located in Crotone, which had 
recently entered service, and constituted the 2™ CB squadron, according to rules similar to those 
issued for boats of the attacking group. 

We see, therefore, what was, in reality, the effective employment of our submarines in 
the days before the armistice (see map no. 21). 

On the eve of the beginning of the British VIII Army operations against the Italian 
territory in the Reggio- Villa San Giovanni area, they left the stage, in the early hours of the day 
of September 3, 13 submarines. 

Four boats: submarines Alagi -Brin -Diaspro and Marea started from the lower 
Tyrrhenian bases took place in the waters of the Gulf of Salerno (Alagi and Brin) and the Gulf 
of Policastro (Diaspro and Marea). The submarine Marea was on her first combat mission, 
having reached the operational base of Naples only on 1 August previous. Six boats: submarines 
Manara -Menotti -Onice -Settembrini -Vortice and Zoea, departed from Brindisi and Taranto, 
had to deploy along the eastern coast of Calabria and Sicilian. In particular 
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the submarines Manara and Vortex had assigned ambushes along the eastern coast of Sicily, 
while the submarine Menotti -Onice -Settembrini and Zoea were deployed, in order, along the 
eastern coast of Calabria to start from the Gulf of Squillace up at the southern entrance of the 
strait Messina. Even among these boats, the submarine Vortex was on her first combat mission 
having reached its operational base in the second half of the previous July. Among these six 
boats, however, the submarine Manara could not reach the assigned patrol area due to 
unexpected inconveniences to the equipment and engine was forced to return the following 5m 
to base. 

Three boats finally, small tonnage, also newly built and recently entered service: the 
submarine CB 8, CB 9 and CB 10, started from Crotone their base of operations, they joined in 
the waters close to the coast in the area: Cape Colonne -Point Alice. 

Localized, for the moment, the British VIII Army attack in the Reggio-Villa San 
Giovanni area, the deployment in place along the coasts of the southern Tyrrhenian Sea (Gulf of 
Salerno-Gulf of Policastro) and the approaches to the Gulf of Taranto (Cape Colonne -Point 
Alice) were removed on the evening of September 4, while remained in ambush the submarines 
deployed along the Ionian coast of Calabria. This in anticipation of greater use of submarines, as 
provided by the plan "Zeta", on the occasion of a possible subsequent attack of the Anglo- 
American forces against Italian territory. 

And in fact on September 7 MARICOSOM, in the certainty of an imminent start of the 
Allied landings (which in fact is manifested, in the early hours of the 9" in the Gulf of Salerno) 
executed plan "Zeta", placing deployment in the lower Tyrrhenian 11 boats: submarine Alagi - 
Brin -Diaspro -Giada -Galatea -Marea -Nichelio -Platino -Turchese. Topaz and Velella, 
covering the coastline around the Gulf of Gaeta to that of Paola, while the Ionian Sea with 5 
boats already deployed along the eastern coasts of Sicily and Calabria, were added another four 
submarines: Bandiera -Bragadino -Jalea and Squalo, which took place in the waters of access 
to the Gulf of Taranto at the height about Cape Colonne -Point Alice-Cape Santa Maria di 
Leuca. The third CB submarine had returned to Crotone the 5". 
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Overall then the plan "Zeta", at the time of its execution, it concerned 20 submarines 
deployed by the waters of the Pontine islands to those of the Gulf of Taranto. 

The submarine Axum would have to attend to the anti-landing barrier in the Tyrrhenian 
and who had recently completed a period of work, while being ready to move to Pozzuoli, she 
could not participate in operation "Zeta" due to the failure of a internal combustion engine. In 
the line of the Ionian lacked the returned submarine Manara, as it been noted, for failures. 
Therefore, if all efficient boats were in total, 12 submarines would be deployed along the 
Tyrrhenian coast and 10 along the Ionic. 

Unfortunately, at the stage of the transfer of vessels towards their ambush points, we 
suffered a first loss, that of the submarine Velella (Ten. Vasc. [Leut] Mario Patane). This 
submarine in fact, left Naples at 15:00 of September 7, was attacked and sunk the evening of the 
same day, about 20:00 at the point lat. 40°15'N long. 14°30'E (area of Point Licosa) by the 
British submarine Shakespeare. No survivors could be recovered. 

As our anti-landing deployment of submarines was completing, Algiers radio, at 18:30 
on the 8", announced the armistice took place between the Italian and Allied armed forces. In 
this circumstance MARICOSOM Rome, at 19:50 of the same day of the as sent to all 
submarines at sea the following message: "Upon receipt of this order only repeat only 
exploratory tasks" and at 21:10 a second message: "Upon receipt of this message cease all 
hostilities (stop) Verify receipt." 

Later, at 21:50, MARICOSOM with a third message directed to all submarines at sea 
provided: "Dive immediately to depth 80 m. (stop) At 08:00 on g® emerge remaining on the 
surface with national flag on the side and black broom [or pennant] on the bow periscope (stop) 
Await further orders (stop) Verify receipt. " 

So to the vessels of the Tyrrhenian deployment were ordered, on the morning of the go”, 
to surface, with routes parallel to the coast and away from it no less than 20 miles, on the Ae 
parallel, and subsequently, to direct for Bona having on the side a well visible the prescribed 
recognition signals. 
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To vessels instead of the Ionian Sea deployment was ordered, again on the morning of 
the 9", to bring the surface 60 miles E of Augsburg, and later to direct to a port under British 
control, Augusta or Malta. 

This last delicate stage of our submarines, performed, despite the understandable 
bitterness of the moment, with that spirit of dedication and discipline that was always the 
prerogative of our underwater forces, unfortunately did not go free from loss. The submarine 
Topazio (Ten. Vasc. [Leut.] Pier Vittorio Casarini) in fact, that until the evening of the 10" had 
followed, according to statements made by other commanders, the provisions issued by 
MARICOSOM, there was no further news of her arrival either to allied ports or to Italian ports 
already fallen under German control. Nor was it possible to clarify the causes of its loss. 
According to a British source information RAF aircraft would attack 12 September 28 miles 
SW of Capo Carbonara (Sardinia) a submarine on the surface which had no side recognition 
signal, as required. Struck in the area of the conning tower from one of the four bombs dropped, 
the submarine would sink rapidly. Although it was reported that the plane were seen at sea some 
castaways, no survivor who survived the sinking, according to that testimony, would take place 
at the point of lat. 38°39'N long. 09°22'E. 

Of the 12 boats therefore constituting the anti-landing deployment in the lower 
Tyrrhenian Sea, including the submarine Axum remained in Pozzuoli for a failure occurred in a 
internal combustion engine, but who was also ordered to observe the armistice clauses, six 
submarines: Brin, Giada, Galatea, Marea, Platino and Turchese, were able to reach between 11 
and 13 September Bona; one: the submarine Nichelio, escorted by British MTB, was brought to 
Salerno; Two: the submarine Alagi and Axum, succeeded, after many vicissitudes to avoid 
capture by the Germans, reached Malta at a later date; one: the submarine Diaspro was diverted 
to Cagliari during its transfer navigation to Bona due to the failure of a internal combustion 
engine, and two finally were lost in the course of execution of the operation "Zetas." 

Of the ten boats constituting the Ionian deployment, including the submarine Manara 
returned on the 5" to the base of 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 173 


Brindisi due to a breakdown, six boats: Onice, Settembrini, Vortice, Zoea, Bragadino, Squalo, 
reached in later times the port of Augusta, a boat: submarine Menotti, was escorted to Malta and 
two submarines: Bandiera and Jalea, returned respectively to Taranto, and to Gallipoli. 

All submarines, therefore, summoned to the last attack against overwhelming allied 
forces, had thus complied with the harsh armistice clauses, paying, on this occasion, a high 
death toll. 

So in the period that elapses from 1 July 1943 to the armistice, a period that includes the 
most critical step in the entire Mediterranean conflict with the landing of the Allied forces in 
Sicily, our underwater forces, despite increasingly difficult to carry out their activities because 
the growing enemy aerial-maritime power in the areas of operations, continued to strive beyond 
endurance limit and with undiminished momentum suffering heavy losses, the most serious, as 
already mentioned, of the whole conflict. To summarize the activities carried out in this period 
of little more than two months can be as indicated: 75 missions including 54 offensive- 
exploratory and two special missions to transport commandos, during which were conducted 12 
attacks and 1 gunfire action, with the result it ascertained the serious damage to 13,600 tons of 
warships and merchant ships of 8,000 GRT and the likely damage to one aircraft, while no 
further damages can be excluded to both combat ships and to merchant vessels not able to 
ascertain in available enemy documentation. In the same period of time they were lost 11 boats, 
of which 8 in July alone, while 8 newly built boats entered or were about to enter into 
operational service. 

In addition to the 22 boats mentioned above who participated in war operations previous 
to the armistice, another 35 boats were in service with the underwater forces of the 
Mediterranean to 8 September. 

Of these, newly built boats, 3 were finalizing the construction period”, 11 then carried 
out rounds of work at the 





(1) Murena, Nautilo, Sparide. 
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construction sites”, 1 was a potential reserve ° and 20 were in various stages of readiness 
both at the bases and at the schools and training centers. 

These boats underwent different fates depending on their locations on the date of the 
armistice (ten boats surprised in ports quickly fallen into German hands were sabotaged or 
scuttled). 

For more news, therefore, about the activities of our residue submarines of the 
Mediterranean see Volume XV "La Marina 8 September 1943 to the end of the conflict» .. 

















Year | Total missions: Percent missions | Percent missions | Percentile of losses 
offensive, transport | interrupted for interrupted for relative to the number 
and special ASW hunt other causes of missions 

1942 434 2.07% 3.91% 4.6% 

1943 204 2.89% 6.37% 10.7% 























(2) Aradam, Argo, Ambra, Ametista, Beilul, Dandolo, Da Procida, FRI14, FRII5, 
Sirena, Voltramio. 

(3) Speri. 

(4) Atropos, Bajanlonti, CB 7, 8 CB, CB 9, CB 10, CB 11, CB 12, Corridoni, FR 113, H 
1, H2, H 4, H 6, Mameli, Otaria, Pisani, Rismondo, Settimo, Serpente. 
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Table 1 
Year | Missions: Missions | Missions transport | Total Attacks | Weapons | Gun 
Offensive/ | protective | And special missions | effected | launched | actions 
exploratory 
1942 296 52 Transport: 83} 434 50 132 11 
Special: 3}86 
1943 141 39 Transport: 19} 204 31 102 1 
Special: 5}24 
Total 437 91 Transport: 102} 638 81 234 12 
Special: 8}110 
Yea Sunk Damaged Aerial Sub sunk 
r Total GRT | Total GRT sun | damage | By |B | By | By | Tota 
Displaceme Displaceme k d shi | y su_| min | 1 
nt nt : 
In tons In tons P air | b . 
Or 
othe 
r 
194 8,980 42445 | 22,640 22,305 | 1 7 9 4 |7 |- 20 
2 
194 1,425 - 13,600 8,000 1 4 10 |4 |5 }|3 PP 
6) +3 DD +2 
prob Steamer 
S 
Of med. 
tons 
Tota 10,405 42,49 | 36,240 30,305 | 2 11 LO? Bs || dra 2s 42 
l > +3 DD +2 
prob. Steamer 
S 
Of med. 
tons 
Year Missions interrupted Cargo transported in tons New 
For AS For various Total | Fuel Ammo | Food & total Const. 
hunt causes other Entering 
service 
1942 9 i 26 | 2,946.5 | 2,246.0 214.1 5,406.6 15 
1943 6 13 19 133.1 | 549.6 136.7 819.4 11 
Total 15 30 45 | 3.079.6 | 2,795.6 350.8 6,226.0 26 
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Table 2 
On: No. Sub New No. boats Average Offensive 
operating inthe | Construction | decommissioned Sub missions 
Med. In Med employed 
1/1/1942 74 (1) - - - - 
12/31/42 62 (2) IF) 3 (4) 215 24.6 
9/8/1943 53 (3) 11 2 (5) 17.7 15.6 
(1) See Table. II Vol. I. p. 225. 
(2) Of which 6 for the submarine school. Remainder theoretically Operating 55 
(3) Of which 5 for the submarine school. Remainder theoretically Operating 48 
(4) submarines. Bausan - Colonna - Des Geneys. 
(5) submarines. Toti and FR 1/12 (ex Saphir) 
Table 3 
No of subs operating in the Med No. Sub | Percentile Tonnage of Tonnage 
from 1/1/42 to 9/8/1943 sunk Lost warship sunk 
& merchant Per sub lost 
men sunk 
100 42 42% 52,900 1259 
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CHAPTER V. 


CONSIDERATIONS - GENERAL STATISTICAL DATA 


In Chapter I of the first volume were analyzed, summarized the essential elements that 
have characterized and influenced the activities of the Italian submarines in the Second World 
War, with particular reference to the Mediterranean: numerical and qualitative consistency, 
organization, criteria for use, materials. We consider it appropriate, at the end of the detailed 
explanation of the activity performed by submarines in the 39 months of war, to conclude with a 
brief analysis of some particularly meaningful statistical data and with some considerations on 
the results obtained. 

In the course of 52,858 days / submarines operations, it is the engine hours can evaluate 
over 360,000 made for carrying out 2,575 missions of the various types and other activities 
connected with the use of underwater forces. 

The mission outages related to the total of real war missions - 1553 -are were 104 
overall, 72 of which attributable to defects in the materials, mainly engines and auxiliary 
equipment, thus with a 4.6% impact on total of 1,553 missions performed. 

These two data, engine hour -interruptions mission for reasons not attributable to acts of 
war, then lead to give a positive opinion on the efficiency of materials that, despite the 
considerable wear connected with continuous use, showed essentially the soundness of our 
construction. 

The losses -66 - of a total of 136 boats that have operated in the Mediterranean (some, 
however, for short 
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periods of time) represent 48.5% of the employed submarines. Undoubtedly high percentage, 
but still less than the percentage of German submarines losses, limited to 24 months of 
employment Mediterranean, was of 73.4%. 

If we consider, in particular, the passage of the Strait of Gibraltar we find the following 
information: Italian submarine transits 44 (1), no losses; German submarine transits (between 
the end of September 1941 and the beginning of September 1943) 54, 5 losses with a percentage 
of 9.2% therefore. 

This validates even more the claim about the goodness of our buildings and the 
resistance of the hulls to endure the torment of anti-submarine hunting. 

Of the total of 66 boats lost as a result of enemy action, 16 sinkings are to be assigned to 
enemy submarines, of which 11 occurred in daylight hours when our boats that passed through 
navigating in areas presumably safe from enemy aerial attack but not underwater attack, as the 
reality has clearly highlighted. 

Prescription daytime hidden navigation, both at the start of submarines from their 
respective bases for combat missions or for transfers between domestic ports, and in return, 
would in many cases avoided losses, but such a requirement would have been under different 
circumstances an impediment to more timely movements of our submarines. 

The high losses, either from us both on the German side (we will say in passing that 
even the Allies in the Mediterranean suffered the loss of 50 boats including 45 British) testify to 
the harshness of the submarine war which proved in a restricted area such as Mediterranean and 
that our submarines faced with large capacity and high aggressive spirit despite the means 
available in any period of the conflict, will prove fully adequate to deal with the expected 
enemy attack in constant increase. The Germans themselves, which means they had 
performance undoubtedly superior to those of our own, had, albeit with a greater underwater 
war experience in the oceans, suffer the heavy consequences of transactions in a restricted area 


(1) See vol. XII “Submarines in the Oceans". 
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and controlled where the opponents movements were carried out only under strong mainly anti- 
submarine naval air protection. 

The aggressive spirit of the captains and crews is witnessed also by the number of 
attacks conducted -173 -from offensive surveys carried out in the vicinity of ports or in 
estuaries, especially during the Allied landings in North Africa and Sicily, namely in areas 
where more understanding and organized was the predictable enemy naval aviation reaction, as 
well as the 15 missions to transport assault craft or daring raiders units in close proximity to 
enemy bases very well prepared to defend, during which we suffered the loss of 4 boats. 

However, if the number of attacks was higher in all, it has not fully responded to the real 
possibilities offered by the target situation at sea. This can be attributed to various reasons, of 
which the most important: inadequate, timely information; lack of air co-operation; low average 
speed on the surface of our boats that on several occasions has not allowed them to maneuver 
quickly, out of range of the enemy reaction, to move into position useful attack against forces 
generally proceeding at high speed. 

In most cases, in fact, our deployments of submarines while promptly prepared, 
somewhat eccentric results with respect to the direction of enemy forces, have failed to move to 
attack due to insufficient speed and timely information. Do not forget that the narrowness of the 
basin and the high speed of the targets would not let our submarines that time margin referred 
instead enjoyed the submarines operating in the Atlantic. 

Adequate aerial cooperation also, unfortunately difficult to achieve for lack of resources, 
both for the sighting of the enemy and to attack a contemporary of the same forces, would allow 
better results. Has proven fact that where some with temporary air and underwater offense has 
occurred, such as during the twilight phase - Night of Operation Pedestal, 1942, the attacks of 
our submarines have achieved remarkable success. 
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In contrast, the enemy aircraft threatening our submarines, which has proved to be very 
effective on many occasions, has forced our boats to remain immersed not only by day but often 
at night, thus limiting their offensive possibilities. 

If the total of attacks, for the reasons we briefly mentioned, was lower than it would 
have been possible in relation to the real situation of the targets at sea, the percentage of 
successful coronation attacks was relatively low, although many attacks could not ascertain the 
results obtained. 

We can certainly attribute the root cause of this to the performance of weapons and, 
above all, to the lack of launch center. 

As shown in Tables | of Book 1 and 2, torpedoes launched in the Mediterranean during 
the conflict were 427. These torpedoes were mainly represented by 533 mm SI weapons (1), W 
(2) arms of 533 and 450 mm, all with compressed preheated air and with contact firing pin. 
Towards the end of the conflict, some SI weapons were equipped with a magnetic SIC firing 
pin. 

All of these weapons therefore resulted in a particularly widespread wake in particular 
sea and light conditions. 

Only at the end of 1942 were supplied the operating submarines, the first G7e electric 
torpedoes, then no-wake, with type Pi G7a AZ whiskers and Pi G7H with a battery stack for the 
electrical ignition of the fuse. In June 1943, some G7e weapons were also equipped with a 
Magnetic SIC. 

In the last phase of the conflict, SI weapons were also put into service with speeds, short 
runs, far superior to the previous series, as well as SI and W weapons equipped with circular 
travel trajectory, which are considered particularly suitable for attacks to naval foundations and 
against convoys. 

All of these types of weapons above have, in the light of the facts, despite the many 
difficulties of their preservation 





(1) Italian Torpedo. 
(2) Whitehead Torpedo. 
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and on-board maintenance, especially during war missions, which we can say satisfactory, 
having recorded a percentage of irregular racing on the heavily total of weapons launched: 
below 3, without obviously considering race irregularities due to external factors such as, 
prohibitive sea conditions. Equally low the statistic of the drawbacks of the launchers that 
caused the failure of the launches themselves. 

However, the types of preheating compressed air had, for example, a variety of factors, 
in some cases concurrent, sensitive differences between the theoretical trajectory and the one 
actually followed, for which there were, for different types of travel, certainly a relief. To such 
inaccuracy of trajectory, which could have missed a target even a few meters, and to a greater 
extent than the fact that the preheating weapons of air produced a very visible wake, which 
allowed, if observed in time, to the target to appropriately counter-maneuver, we must attribute 
many of the probable failure of the launches. 


However, the determining cause of many alleged failures is to be found in the absolute 
lack of our boats of suitable equipment or launching instrumentation, first of all in the launching 
boats. The introduction in a few boats, at the end of the conflict and experimentally, some 
launching boats could of course not change a situation that was already underdeveloped. So, for 
all the conflict, it is possible to say that our commanders had to use for the launches, both 
diurnal and nocturnal, of all-over-instrumentation, and use tables and graphs which were still 
inaccurate for the determination of the essential elements of the launch, with the result of major 
errors in regards with the growth of the expected race of weapons dependent on the distances at 
the launch. 

Therefore, the gap between the successes of our submarines and the German ones in the 
Mediterranean is largely attributable to the lack of our launcher vessels and to a lesser extent the 
greater accuracy of German weapons. 


As for artillery, our submarines remained armed throughout the conflict, depending on 
the 
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classes, with pieces of 120/45, 102/35 and 100/47 and a machinegun of 13.2 at first in fixed gun 
mounts and subsequently retractable replaced, but only on the transport submarines, with 20 
mm. weapons. 

The fire actions however with pieces of various calibers, although in some cases have 
experienced problems to the material (jamming of the gun, ammunition stores flooding, etc.) 
With repercussions on the conduct of the action itself, were on the whole so scarce and 
character exceptional, as is indeed expected in the use of submarines in a restricted area and 
controlled as the Mediterranean, does not to allow the expressing of valid considerations. 

The fire actions instead with machine guns, in almost all cases made for defensive 
purposes against air strikes, have shown, in relation to methods of use in force in the Second 
World War, that: 


-the 13.2 weapons supplied to our submarines proved generally appropriate, for most of 
the conflict, qualitatively, to support the enemy aerial attack of close distances succeeding in 
most cases to avert or contain the same attack by allowing the submarine timely disengagement; 


-However, as a volume of fire, and at the end of the conflict, also qualitatively, it became 
clear that there was a need for more weapons and more speed and greater caliber to deal with 
the ever-increasing pushing characteristics, in rapid enemy aircraft evolution. 


In summary many of the operational deficiencies that we have mentioned, which, 
however, were offset by various positive qualities demonstrated by our boats in the long run in 
the war, such as described in Ch. 1 of Book 1, are largely resulting from too rapid increase in 
the numbers of the underwater forces took place in the years immediately preceding the 
outbreak of the Second World War, when there was still no proven underwater warfare doctrine 
points developments, technological especially that could be clearly identified, 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 183 


that the war at sea could have had in a possible conflict. 


Finally, as regards the results obtained during the 173 attacks carried out by our 
submarines, it is clear the gap between the established success (percentage actually quite low) 
and those reported by submarines based on concrete elements recognized at the time of action. 
Despite the most careful research about it is often was not possible to be certain of a result in a 
positive sense or in the negative. This may be attributable to the fact that very often the enemy 
documentation is incomplete for the following reasons: 


-It gives news of attacks only when they have achieved the sinking of the ship attacked 
or damage has led to a period of work of at least one month in the arsenal; 


-often the causes of the sinking or damage are uncertain (mine -aircraft - naval ship - 
submarine); 


-in most parts of the enemy documentation, action of our submarines who have 
unquestionably resulted in enemy reactions, are omitted or insufficiently treated resulting 
difficulty of finding a positive or negative acknowledgment to the results obtained. 


In the exposure of our submarines we have generally adhered to the policy of saying ... 
“the enemy documentation does not make it possible to make a judgment on the result of this 
attack." However the actions in which the results obtained are remained uncertain despite that 
there remain numerous other elements of assessment - launch data, explosions perceived after 
launch - testify, in many cases, in favor of a positive result even if not found in the 
documentation available. 

About the explosions also clearly heard after the making of numerous launches, 
explosions well dissimilar from those of anti-submarine depth charges, provided that all the 
weapons used by our submarines unlike those employed by 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 184 


other navies had no destructive devices as it will go, remains valid doubt about what to attribute 
these explosions. 

One explanation could be found in the operating characteristics of flint locks inertia used 
in our weapons for much of the conflict. It is known as the calculation of the elements of the 
launch depends essentially on an accurate assessment of the elements of the enemy motion. 
Even unstable error in the appreciation of the main elements of the enemy’s, course and speed, 
can cause a gap more or less of the torpedo. In all cases therefore, in which these elements were 
appreciated with a certain error, there was a launch with a torpedo wasted, much or less large 
depending on the mistake committed. In cases in which said deviation, depending on the 
targeting the error, resulted content in terms of a few tens of meters from the stern of the target, 
the torpedo was forced to cross a water area violently disturbed and swirling, the wake, with 
different repercussions from case to case on both the rudders on the possibility of triggering the 
firing pin, which in some cases may also have worked, giving the submarine attacking the belief 
that they have actually hit the target. 

Such an explanation is also confirmed in foreign witnesses. 

A first confirmation is in the documentation relating to the attack of the English 
submarine Pier Capponi (Captain Romeo Romei), on the evening of November 9, 1940, against 
a British naval force. It reads as follows: “... only a submarine, the Capponi, turned out close 
enough to conduct an attack on the night between the 9" and 10". Two strong detonations were 
heard by us about midnight which were probably due to explosions of his torpedoes at the end 
of run”. 

Because on the other hand Captain Romei (see Book 1, p. 106) had to observe after the 
launch of the three torpedoes occurred at 00:09 of the 10" that: "... the first two explosions were 
heard after 3 minutes and about 15 seconds and before it was preceded by a tall black column 
against the targeted ship’s hull (last unit of the formation)" or having, as we have said, our 
weapons destruction devices at the end of run, you 
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The British CL Cleopatra torpedoed by the submarine Dandolo 


USMM 13 Book 2: Submarines in the Mediterranean 
Page 185 


should conclude that the weapons explosions, having not hit the target according to the English 
documentation, must have occurred while these crossed the wake of the enemy ships. 

Another confirmation is, for example, in the book of Winston Churchill - The 2"! World 
War. Part 1". "The gathering of the storm. War in the sly." P. 114, which states: "But the finding 
of the facts proved that no one was guilty. Eight hours later it was learned that the vessel 
concerned was the Norfolk, which had reported no damage whatsoever. According to his report 
it had not been attacked by a submarine but by a plane had dropped a bomb near the stern. But 
Captain Prien was not a braggart. What had seemed to Norfolk an aerial bomb dropped by a 
cloudy sky was instead a German torpedo, who had just missed the target exploding in the wake 
of the ship. Through the periscope, the commander Prien had seen a huge surge of water which 
had robbed him of the sight of the ship. The expectation that aboard is answered with a volley of 
gunfire, the U-boats had dived. Resurfacing after a half hour to observe the new situation, it had 
found that the visibility was bad and that no cruiser appeared near." 

In addition many of the explosions that masters of our submarines have reported hearing 
over the explosions made correspond exactly, as a posthumous reconstruction of graphics of the 
launch, to run calculated times of torpedoes to hit the targets attacked, according to the various 
elements of the motion of the enemy from time to time put to calculation, times that in most 
cases are much lower than those expected by the end of the arms race also regulated on a short 
distance. Moreover, as known to all submariners, the explosion of anti-submarine bombs, the 
explosion of a projectile and a torpedo blast is under normal sea conditions, easily and clearly 
distinguishable from each other having very different characteristics. 

The fact, however, that it was not possible to ascertain the results obtained in the course 
of numerous attacks that, for other factors, would be being conducted normally, 
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should not adversely testify about the activities of our submarines. Difficulties in assignments 
even partial successes, lack of complete documentation on the various actions supported by the 
enemy, the unavailability of a list of all the even minor damage that occurred during the 
conflict, have led to all the practical impossibility of The Navy announcing the results achieved 
during the numerous aerial-naval actions carried out not only during the Second World War but 
also in previous years. 
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TABLES 


In listing the various tables that contain the "main statistical data" on the activities 
performed in the Mediterranean from our underwater forces and their consistency during the 
Second World War, it is considered appropriate to focus on some data that comprehensively 
summarize all the whole activities of our submarines. 


TABLE A: Statistical data of the submarine activities that have operated in the Mediterranean 
from 10-VI-1940 to 8-IX-1943. 


Throughout the conflict were carried out on the whole 2,575 missions of which 1,553 for 
offensive tasks - exploration, mine-laying, transport materials and raiders and 1,022 
transportation for transfers between domestic ports, made either out of necessity of execution of 
works or for operational needs. 

In the course of such missions it has been traveled 1,527,455 miles, of which 210,038 
underwater almost exclusively in, areas of ambushes carried out. They not included in this 
impressive total of miles traveled for training and trials at the foundations that reach the 151,716 
figure, or those covered by the needs of schools and training centers listed in Table D. 


TABLE B: Statistical data on the use of submarine operating in the Mediterranean. 


Throughout the conflict were available in the Mediterranean 78,010 days/submarine of 
which 52,858 were days/submarine operating, in turn divided into 14.919 days/submarine 
mission and 37,939 days/submarine ready for the mission, and 25,152 days/submarine works. 

The hours of motion in the whole are performed for various types of mission, for the 
needs of schools as well as for training and testing, were 364,401. 

As evident from the table, the relationship between days/ submarine operating (52,858) 
and days/submarine works (25,152) was about 2 to 1. This is part of the practice of a correct use 
even if, for the particular characteristics of War diving in the Mediterranean, the employment 
percentage: 19.1% for missions, 48.6% for preparation in the bases, 32.2% for work, are slightly 
different from those made in other Navies, such as the German, which included normally a third 
of operating boats in the sea, a third in the bases or at rest, and a third in the work. This, 
however, was referring to the use of submarine Oceans, substantially different use. 
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TABLE Cl - Submarines used in material transportation missions. Quantities of transported 
cargo. 


Twenty-nine submarines carried out during the conflict 158 material transport missions 
transporting overall 10,641 tons of materials made up mostly of fuels (5,591.8 tons) and 
ammunition (4,193.6 tons). Six boats were lost in the performance of these missions. 


TABLE C2 - Submarine used in transport missions of assault means or troops. 


Seven submarines have performed during the conflict 15 missions to transport special 
attack vehicles or units of raiders. In carrying out these missions, during which were sunk or 
severely damaged three warships including two battleships of the class "Queen Elizabeth" for 
62,890 GRT. and 8 merchant or auxiliary ships to 59,309 GRT (1), were lost 4 boats. 


TABLE D - Submarine employed in the activities at schools and training centers. 


Thirty boats are in turn held training activities in favor of the submarine school in Pola 
and hydrophone Training Center of La Spezia. This activity is summarized in 2502 sailings 
made and 118,902 miles traveled, also during that activity our underwater forces have suffered a 
loss. 


TABLE E -Total No. of submarine that operated in the Mediterranean. 


Of the total of 174 boats that between 10-VI-1940 and 8-IX-1943 have been part of the 
Italian underwater forces, only 147 boats took part in operations in the Mediterranean, making 
only 11 of these transfer missions, to which only 136 boats have been used for offensive tasks. 


TABLE F -The situation 8-IX-1943 of the newly built submarine. 


On the date of the armistice were in the yards, in various stages of construction or 
preparation, 45 boats of various types and another 9 were about to be set. These figures refer 
only to the boats already approved by the Navy and not the expected development programs for 
individual classes that were far more substantial. 





(1) See Vol. XIV. “The assault craft” 
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


OF THE SUBMARINE FLEET 


HOLDER: 
From 10-VI-1940 to 9-XI-1941 Amm. Squadra [Fleet Adm.] FAUNGOLA MARIO 
From 10-XII-1941 8-IX-1943, Amm. Squadra [Fleet Adm] LEGNANI ANRONIO 
2nd in Command: 
From 10-VI-1940 to 31-VU-1940 Contramm [Rear Adm (jg).] PARONA ANGELO 


From 1-VIII-1940 to 7-V-1943 Contramm. then Amm. Div. [Rear Adm.] OLIVA 
ROMEO 
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Table A 
Statistical data on the submarine that operated in the Mediterranean 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport | total On underwater total Operations in In 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean work 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) (in 
(dd-mm-yy) ports days) 
Acciaio (*) 10 Il 1942 13 VII 9 15 24 13,848 1,650 15,498 385 98 
1943 
Adua 10 VI1940 | 30 IX 1941 8 8 16 8,146 1,504 9690 314 156 
Alabastro(*) | 29 V11942 14 Ix 1942 1 4 5 1,154 - 1154 75 - 
Alagi 10 VI 1940 - 36 19 55 31,350 5,379 36,729 848 320 
Ambra s - 23 8 31 16,890 2,747 19,637 729 439 
Ametista wv - 18 9 27 15,619 3,246 18,865 670 498 
Anfitrite a 6 Il 1941 5 2 7 4,386 970 5,356 131 135 
Aradam - - 30 20 50 | 26,144 3,223 29,367 812 358 
Argento(*) 10 VII 1942 | 3 VII 1943 10 9 19 10,745 2,299 13,044 311 41 
Argo 10 VI 1940 - 14 17 31 14,784 1,929 16,713 439 347 
Argonauta ss 29 V1 1940 1 1 2 1,400 350 1,750 20 - 
Ascianghi < 23 VII 23 24 47 | 24,601 4,312 28,913 812 311 
1943 
Asteria (*). 27 X1 1941 17 111943 9 8 17 10,842 1,370 12,212 330 109 
Atropo 10 VI 1940 - 28 2 30 | 27,884 2,703 30,587 804 364 
Avorio(*) 1 VI 1942 9 IL 1943 7 8 15 5,676 685 6,361 249 26 
Axum 10 VI 1940 - 27 22 49 | 22,889 3,413 26,302 900 268 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Bajamonti 30 VI 1941 - 5 5 10 2,906 124 3,030 554 244 
(+4) 
Bagnolini 10 VI 1940 - 2 1 3 2,773 687 3,469 87 - 
Balilla “ D 28 IV 1941 3 3 6 3,271 440 3,711 209 109 
Bandiera s: - 22 17 39 15,976 1,899 17,875 924 34 
Barbarigo ae - 2 1 3 2,582 270 2,852 42 15 
Bausan < D 18 V 1942 3 5 8 2,593 198 2,791 364 282 
Beilul s - 21 13 34 23,305 3,321 26,626 745 423 
Berillo & 2 X 1940 4 1 5 3,978 320 4,298 82 30 
Bianchi 18 VI 1940 - 1 2 3 2,624 498 3,122 91 37 
(*) 
Bragadino 10 VI 1940 - 19 9 28 16,153 1,581 17,734 753 415 
Brin s - 17 16 33 22,113 4,313 26,426 536 327 
Bronzo (*) 18 IV 1942 12 VII 1943 10 9 19 10,963 2,037 13,000 339 105 
Cagni 9 VII 1941 - 5 16 21 11,638 570 12,208 348 99 
Cappellini 10 VI 1940 - 2 - 2 3,078 588 3,666 60 53 
Capponi * 31 I 1941 6 3 9 3,655 812 4,467 149 141 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Caracciolo 28 IX 1941 11 XII 1941 1 5 6 1,445 72 1,517 73 - 
(*) 
CB1 (*) 24 VI 1941 - 4 3 7 458 83 541 216 - 
CB2 (*) 7 VIL 1941 - 9 5 14 1,067 77 1,144 203 - 
CB3 (*) 4 - 5 4 9 613 7 620 203 - 
CB4 (*) 24 VI 1941 - 7 6 13 980 163 1,143 216 - 
CB5 (*) 10 VII 1941 - 11 5 16 1,322 129 1,451 200 - 
CB6 (*) - 5 5 10 801 152 953 200 - 
CB8 (*) 1 VIII 1943 - 1 4 5 776 16 792 3 - 
CB9 (*) ie - 1 4 5) 7159 - 759 37 - 
CB10 (*) : - 2 4 6 762 - 762 37 - 
CB11 (*) 24 VIII 1943 - - 1 1 107 - 107 14 - 
CB12 (*) 27 VIII 1943 - - 3 3 176 - 176 11 - 
Cobalto 15 V 1942 12 VIII 1942 2 2 3 1,604 536 2,140 71 16 
(*) 
Colonna 10 VI 1940 D1 VI 1942 12 6 18 6,718 908 7,626 403 277 
Corallo a 13 XII 1942 23 25 48 21,131 2,587 23,718 628 275 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Corridoni 10 VI 1940 - 23 7 30 20,960 2,172 23,132 648 520 
Dagabur oi 12 VI 15 8 23 17,364 3,888 21,252 479 303 
1942 
Dandolo ae - 18 15 33 26,198 4,034 30,232 432 409 
Da Procida - 12 4 16 7,324 1,997 9,321 386 782 
Des Geneys © D28V 1 3 4 3,055 268 3,323 588 120 
1942 
Delfino oe 23 Il 1943 18 11 29 15,673 1,756 17,429 616 387 
Dessié id 28 XI 1942 18 8 26 15,193 4,263 19,456 621 237 
Diamante Me 20 VI 1940 1 - 1 700 300 1,000 10 - 
Diaspro S - 30 23 53 21,345 3,057 24,402 806 362 
Durbo zi 18 X 1940 5 1 6 2,598 976 3,574 128 - 
Emo f 10 XI 1942 9 14 14,611 2,276 16,897 392 115 
Fada di 3 - 2 - 2 2,753 852 3,605 66 12 
Bruno 
Fieramosca al D10VI 2 1 3 2,063 293 2,356 216 84 
1941 
Fisalia a 28 IX 1941 7 8 15 6,181 2,190 8,371 309 159 
Flutto (*) 149 IV 1943 | 11 VIL 1943 1 6 7 1,923 - 1,923 83 - 
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Table A Cont. 

BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport | total On underwater total Operations in In 

operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean work 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) (in 

(dd-mm-yy) ports days) 
Foca 10 VI 1940 - X 1940 3 1 4 2,776 475 3,251 94 28 

FR 111 (**) 611943 28 I 1943 1 2 3 827 - 827 52 - 
FRI12 (**) sf D21IV - 1 1 350 - 350 2 103 
1943 

FR 113 (**) 20 1 1943 - - 2 2 656 - 656 8 250 
FRI14 (**) ae - - 1 1 315 - 315 3 255 
FRIIS (**) 23 11 1943 - - 1 1 478 - 478 10 244 
Galatea 10 VI 1940 - 21 18 39 23,041 4,399 27,440 724 444 
Gemma ss 8 X 1940 4 - 4 2,509 951 3,460 87 31 
Giada (*) 5 Ill 1942 - 15 16 31 15,656 1,178 16,834 410 103 
Giuliani 10 VI 1940 - 2 1 3 2,603 935 3,538 75 34 
Glauco iw - 4 - 4 2,634 351 2,985 91 15 
Gondar = 30 IX 1940 4 - 4 3,440 534 3,974 52 58 
Gorgo (*) 16 XI 1942 - V 1943 3 13 16 5,269 611 5,800 176 19 
Granito (*) 24 VI 1942 9 XI 1942 4 4 8 3,839 348 4,187 121 10 
Guglielmotti | 10 V11940 17 TL 1942 - 2 2 495 - 495 11 139 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 

operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 

service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 

(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Hl 10 VI 1940 - 31 7 38 4,799 1,287 6,086 1,082 86 
H2 - - 40 23 63 6,881 756 7,637 1,000 168 
H4 ig - 36 11 47 6,411 1,355 7,766 1,057 111 
H6 t - 38 5 43 5,097 1,525 6,622 1,020 148 
H8 = 5 VI 1943 37 13 50 6,468 837 7,305 893 162 
Tride . 22 VIII 4 3 7 2,435 480 2,915 58 14 

1940 

Jalea = - 22 11 33 8,437 2,822 11,259 938 230 
Jantina iE 5 VII 1941 7 4 11 5,634 1,203 6,837 337 48 
Lafolé = 20 X 1940 4 1 5 2,442 901 3,343 90 40 
Liuzzi . 27 VI 1940 1 - 1 1,695 420 2,115 17 - 
Malachite x 9 11 1942 22 14 36 25,125 3,960 29,085 586 373 
Mameli i - 8 12 20 7,613 1,236 8,849 572 596 
Manara < - 11 8 19 10,193 1,381 11,574 877 291 
Marcello = - 3 2 5 3,209 302 3,511 92 48 
Marconi 7 - 1 1 1 2,260 375 2,635 45 41 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Marea 12 V 1943 - 2 5 7 2,371 327 2,698 90 15 
(*) 
Medusa 10 VI 1940 30 11942 10 9 19 6,311 578 6,889 378 212 
Menotti = - 29 7 36 22,281 2,800 25,081 700 468 
Micca a 29 VII 1943 20 4 24 19,574 3,566 23,140 369 730 
Millelire “ DI5V 4 7 11 5,121 907 6,028 174 96 
1941 
Millo (*) 14 IX 1941 14 I 1942 6 4 10 8,045 532 8,577 162 18 
Mocenigo 10 VI 1940 13 V 1943 15 9 24 21,235 3,733 24,968 489 141 
Morosini = - 2 - 2 3,521 765 4,286 94 41 
Naiade 4 14 XII 1940 4 4 8 4,508 818 5,326 30 94 
Nami = - 3 - 3 3,796 927 4,723 79 30 
Narvalo zn 1411943 23 5 28 20,760 3,020 23,780 601 333 
Neghelli ee 1911941 5 4 9 5,226 714 5,940 186 33 
Nereide = 13 VII 1943 25 11 36 18,121 4,563 22,684 733 380 
Nichelio 19 VIII 1942 - 10 9 19 9,649 2,1336 11,782 276 77 
(*) 
Ondina 10 VI 1940 11 VII 1942 15 6 21 11,556 2,861 14,417 387 364 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Onice 10 VI 1940 - 20 14 34 | 22,693 5,206 27,899 891 277 
Otaria * - 8 14 22 14,439 1,355 15,794 538 274 
Perla = 9 VII 1942 4 4 8 5,589 1,256 6,845 191 85 
Pisani - 12 9 21 4,759 286 5,045 866 302 
Platino 27 XII 1941 - 19 17 36 16,673 2,362 19,035 533 78 
(*) 
Porfido 18 VI 1942 6 XII 1942 5 8 13 4,549 473 5,022 168 1 
(*) 
Provana 10 VI 1940 17 VI 1940 1 - 1 1,180 224 1,404 7 - 
Remo 15 VIII 1943 | 15 VIL 1943 - 1 1 70 - 70 1 0 
Rismondo 18 VI 1941 - 5 7 12 2,204 120 2,324 627 173 
(#4) 
Romolo 15 VIL1943 | 18 VII 1943 - 1 1 170 30 200 4 - 
(*) 
Rubino 10 VI 1940 29 VI 1940 1 - 1 1,342 262 1,604 19 - 
Saint Bon 8 VII 1941 511942 5 5 10 6,927 354 7,281 153 24 
(*) 
Salpa 10 VI 1940 27 VI 1941 11 4 15 9,087 1,668 10,755 215 162 
Santarosa i 20 11943 25 13 38 21,010 3,065 24,075 639 330 
Sciesa = 6 XI 1942 10 2 12 7311 922 8,2233 276 200 
(3) 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or Offensive — Transport total On underwater total Operations in In work 
operational Disarming exploratory between surface Mediterranean (in 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) days) 
(dd-mm-yy) ports 
Sciré 10 VI 1940 10 VIL 11 3 14 14,375 1,590 15,965 438 342 
1942 
Sepente e - 17 12 29 11,731 2,708 14,439 741 427 
Settemnrini ss - 16 15 31 19,380 2,400 21,780 619 549 
Settimo = - 17 14 31 18,629 2,562 21,191 651 517 
Sirena i - 19 14 33 19,659 3,052 22,711 7718 390 
Smeraldo we - IX 1941 8 7 15 8,459 1,886 10,345 246 214 
Speri "s 9 II 1942 9 4 13 6,463 1,287 7,750 385 155 
4) 
Squalo - 28 14 42 18,800 2,754 21,554 848 320 
Tarantini tf - 4 1 5 3,734 794 4,528 80 - 
Tazzoli s - 2 1 3 2,617 343 2,960 41 69 
Temnien 7 2 VIII 1941 10 6 16 9,806 1,881 11,687 291 91 
Topzaio fe 12 IX 1943 22 19 41 22,016 3,883 25,899 740 428 
Toti ia D1 V 1943 7 6 13 9,453 769 10,222 537 456 
Tricheco Z 18 III 1942 13 6 19 12,435 2,678 15,113 350 198 
Tritone (*) 24 X 1942 19 11943 1 7 8 1,839 54 1,893 85 - 
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Table A Cont. 
BOAT Date entry date of Number of missions made Miles traveled Period Period 
into sinking or | Offensive— | Transport total On underwater total Operations in In 
operational | Disarming | exploratory between surface Mediterranean work 
service (1) (D) (2) national (in days) (in 
(dd-mm- ports days) 
yy) 
Turchese 10 VI 1940 - 32 26 58 27,904 5,255 33,159 847 321 
Uarciek st 15 XII 19 8 27 19,685 3,926 23,611 582 321 
1942 
Uebi - 29 VI 3 - 3 1,437 149 1,586 19 - 
Scebeli 1940 
Velella ie TIX 1943 16 14 30 19,430 2,441 21,871 643 252 
Veniero o - V 1942 7 2 9 9,111 1,405 10,516 226 134 
Volframio | 18 V1 1942 - 8 7 15 9,040 1,733 10,773 370 70 
(*) 
Vortice 12 Vl - 1 2 3 939 231 1,170 56 - 
(*) 1943 
X2 10 VI 1940 D16xX - 4 5 798 - 798 110 - 
1940 
X3 : D 16x - 1 1 825 - 825 110 - 
1940 
Zaffiro -: - V11942 13 9 22 12,919 2,629 15,548 501 229 
Zoea i‘ - 29 3 32 31,192 2,689 33,881 677 491 
ew 1,553 1,022 2,575 1,317,417 210,038 1,527,4555 52,858 25,152 
ota 


(1) The date of entry into service with the Navy for newly constructed boats is generally 
preceded by that of “operational service” referred to in the discussion and here reported. 


(2) In missions with offensive and exploratory missions are also included those for protective 


patrols, for material transport, for special means transport or for mining. 


(3) Disarmed from 3/1941 to 5/1942. 


(4) Potential SIRP Reserve. 


(*) Boats of N. C. [new construction] 


(**) Prize of War. 
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Table B 

Statistical information on use of the submarine in the Mediterranean 

Month - Year | Mission days for Mission days for Mission days for Mission days for Total 
transfers offensive — exploratory | Anti-sub protective | Material Transport 
ambush ambush 

VI- 1940 716 846 50 20 992 
VII— 1940 81 658 30 11 780 
VIII — 1940 115 527 25 10 677 
IX - 1940 58 339 8 8 413 
X— 1940 58 301 15 9 383 
XI 1940 84 244 24 5 357 
XII - 1940 66 232 2 5 305 
I- 1941 59 238 16 5 318 
Il— 1941 39 188 21 7 255 
Tl — 1941 53 198 34 22 307 
Iv — 1941 24 339 66 20 449 
V - 1941 22 328 24 27 401 
VI- 1941 62 191 61 34 348 
VII— 1941 19 245 55 42 361 
VI — 1941 43 168 53 27 291 
IX - 1941 90 269 105 4 468 
X— 1941 40 221 56 26 343 
X11941 55 212 32 36 335 
XII - 1941 32 216 19 190 457 
I- 1942 81 164 2 66 313 
IL— 1942 33 292 21 11 357 
Il — 1942 69 212 15 - 296 
Iv — 1942 74 247 21 - 342 
V - 1942 31 318 13 - 362 
VI- 1942 100 300 12 33 445 
VII — 1942 59 236 25 141 461 
VIII — 1942 59 204 45 99 407 
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Table B Cont. 
Month - Year | Mission days for Mission days for Mission days for Mission days for Total 
transfers offensive — exploratory | Anti-sub protective | Material Transport 
ambush ambush 
IX — 1942 78 93 5 66 242 
X — 1942 38 164 32 57 261 
XI 1942 105 364 31 148 648 
XII — 1942 53 240 8 79 380 
I— 1943 56 247 - 56 359 
Il— 1943 57 192 3 20 272 
Ill — 1943 55 115 1 24 195 
Iv — 1943 59 138 9 16 222 
V — 1943 91 116 23 31 261 
VI- 1943 61 129 20 15 225 
VI — 1943 97 208 22 - 327 
VII — 1943 47 93 8 - 148 
IX — 1943 35 115 5 - 156 
(1) 5,414 10,157 988 1,370 14,919 





(1) The mission days are obtained by considering the starting days and the arrival days 
of the boats to the bases. 


Hours in motion for Transfers. ~ 36,474 
Hours in motion for Offensive - Exploratory Missions ~221,499 
Hours in motion for ASW protective cruises ~ 16,446 
Hours in motion for material transport; ~ 29,562 
Hours in motion for Schools ~ 30,020 
Hours bike for training and testing. ~_ 30,400 


~364,401 (2) 
(2) The hours in motion are based on the actual duration of the mission. 


Days/Submarine Total (*) Mediterranean 78,010 

Mission 14,919 = 19.1% } 
Days/Submarine Operating Reading for missions 37.939 = 48.6% } = 67.7% 
Days/Submarine yard work. Zool 322%. 


(*) See table A. 
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Submarines employed in materials transport missions. 
Amount of cargo transported. 























































































































Boat No. of Cargo transported in tons 

transport Fuel & Ammunitions | Food | miscellaneous | Total 

missions Lubrication 

carried out | oil 
Ascianghi 1 - 18.0 - - 18.0 
Atropo 23 375.6 628.6 73.6 - 1077.8 
Bragadino 11 334.8 220.0 19.1 2.0 575.9 
Cagni 5 419.35 328.5 147.5 - 895.5 
Caracciolo (*) 1 122.1 16.5 1.6 - 140.1 
Corridoni 15 322.7 259.0 13.9 28.1 643.7 
Dandolo 1 4.0 - 32.2 - 36.0 
Delfino 3 59.3 147.7 - - 207.0 
Dessié 1 - 19.5 - - 19.5 
Emo 1 14.0 15.0 32.0 - 61.0 
Foca 1 - - 12.0 - 12.0 
FRII1 (*) 1 - - - - - 
Granito 1 - 22.4 - - 22.4 
Menotti 8 99.1 194.3 65.3 15.6 374.3 
Micca 14 1988.8 101.1 72.6 0.9 2163.4 
Millo 4 365.2 167.0 91.0 - 623.2 
Mocenigo 1 59.0 - 15.0 - 74.0 
Narvalo (*) 8 70.7 404.7 25.0 9.9 510.3 
Otaria 4 63.0 45.3 11.3 - 119.6 
Saint Bon (*) 5 695.5 16.7 - - 712.2 
Santarosa (*) 6 72.9 321.5 5.0 - 399.4 
Sciesa (*) 6 128.6 199.3 32.6 9.8 370.3 
Settembrini 2 - 85.9 - - 85.9 
Settimo z - 136.4 9.6 - 146.0 
Sirena 1 - 2.8 - 8 3.6 
Toti 4 182.5 - 4.5 77 194.7 
Uarsciek 1 - 19.0 - 19.0 
Veniero 1 - 6.0 38.0 - 44.0 
Zoea 21 214.6 818.4 71.6 VT 1112.3 
Totak N.29 Subs 158 5591.8 4193.6 773.2 82.5 10,641.1 





Table Cl 
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Submarines employed in transport mission of means and assault units 






























































Boat Date transport mission carried out | Enemy base attacked | Date of eventual 
loss of the boat 

Tride 16 VIII 1940 Alexandria 22 VIII 1940 

Gondar 21 IX 1940 Alexandria 30 IX 1940 

Sciré 24 IX 1940-3 X 1940 Gibraltar - 

Sciré 24 X 1940 — 3 XI 1940 Gibraltar - 

Sciré 15 V 1941 —31 V 1941 Gibraltar - 

Sciré 10 IX 1941 — 26 IX 1941 Gibraltar - 

Sciré 3 XII 1941 — 29 XII 1941 Alexandria - 

Ambra 29 IV 1942 — 24 V 1942 Alexandria - 

Sciré 27 VII 1942 - Haifa 10 VIII 1942 

Ambra 4 XII 1942 — 15 XII 1942 Algiers - 

Malachite | 2 11 1943 - Algiers area 9 II 1943 

Volframio | 2 111943 — 10 II 1943 Algiers area - 

Volframio | 30 Tl 1943 — 12 IV 1943 Algiers area - 

Ambra 14 VII 1943 — 19 VII 1943 Augusta - 

Menotti 27 VIL 1943 — 11 VII 1943 Benghazi area - 
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Statistical data on Submarines that also carried out activities 
at Schools and Training Centers 
























































Boat School or Training Center | No. sorties | Miles 
and assignment period performed | traveled 
Adua Pola 46 1969 
22 X 1940 — 12 IIT 1941 
Bajamoniti (1) Pola 26 1307 
1 VIL 1941 — 24 IT 1942 
“ La Spezia 56 1737 
20 Ill 1942 — 8 IX 1943 
Bandiera Pola 140 4897 
15 IV 1942 — 1 IX 1943 
Bausan Pola 90 7588 
1 Il 1941- 8XT 1941 
Bragadino Pola 65 3712 
9 XII 1940- 1 X 1941 
Colonna (1) La Spezia 13 496 
14 VII 1941 — 13 TI 1942 
Des Geneys Pola 139 8534 
21 IX 1940 — 28 V 1942 
Delfino Pola 67 2220 
24 II 1942 —3 XI 1942 
Diaspro Pola 32 1260 
1 IV 1942 — 10 IX 1942 
Emo Pola 24 1562 
1 X 1941 — 12 XII 1941 
Fieramosca Pola 28 1622 
15 X 1940 — 1 I 1941 
Fisalia 14 X 1940— 101111941 | 46 3215 
H6 (1) La Spezia 27 789 
H4 (1) La Spezia 13 529 
H2 (1) La Spezia 53 1758 
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Table D Cont. 
Boat School or Training Center | No. sorties | Miles 
and assignment period performed | traveled 
H8 (1) La Spezia 21 7715 
Jalea Pola 147 8316 
18 I 1941 — 15 VI 1943 
Mameli Pola 91 5183 
8 VI 1941 — 17 VI 1942 
Manara Pola 203 9395 
16 I 1942 — 15 VII 1943 
Medusa (2) Pola 65 3802 
5 I 1941 — 301 1942 
Menotti Pola 53 2622 
7 Il 1942 —7 XI 1942 
Otaria Pola 
1011942—-151V 1942 | 16 693 
12 TT 1943 —8 IX 1943 | 79 3795 
Pisani Pola 286 12286 
9 XII 1940 — 8 Ix 1943 
Rispondo (1) La Spezia 52 1871 
17 1 1942 — 8 IX 1943 
Serpente Pola 105 3411 
4 IV 1942 — 8 IX 1943 
Settimo Pola 93 4708 
5 Ill 1943 — 8 IX 1943 
Settembrini Pola 
1X 1942-31 XK 1942 10 247 
22 If 1943 — 15 VIE 1943 | 80 1773 
Speri Pola 65 4930 
8 V 1941 —311 1942 
Squalo Pola 65 4930 
1 V 1942 — 10 VII 1943 
Toti Pola 93 6020 
1 I 1941 — 22 VI 1942 
Velella Pola 6 176 
3 I 1942 — 17 Ill 1942 
Total - 2502 118,902 


(1) The unit operating in "operational service" in La Spezia also carried out activities 
for that hydrophonics training center. 
(2) Sunk returning after an exercise for the Submarine School. 
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TABLE E 
Calculation of Submarine numbers that operated in the Mediterranean 
Submarines in service or service in the Italian underwater forces for the 
Period 10 VI 1940 - 8 IX 1943 174 
Former German Submarines type VII/C ceded to the Italian Navy in VII/1943 
but that they did not operate with Italian underwater forces. 9 (1) 
Submarines already operating Red Sea that were lost in that basin 4 (2) 
Submarines already operating in the Red Sea passed later to Betasom and 
lost in the Atlantic. 2 (3) 
Submarines in service or entered service with the Italian underwater forces 
during the period 10 VI 1940 - 8 IX 1943 which operated only 
in the Atlantic. 6 (4) 
Submarines of new construction or war prizes entered service before the 
armistice but still in preparation, in work to return to efficiency or 
preliminary training on this date. 6 (5) 
Submarines operating in the Mediterranean between 10 VI 1940 and 8 IX 1943. 147 (6) 


Submarines which actually operated in the Mediterranean between 10 VI 1940 
and 8 IX 1943. 136 (7) 


(1) Named from S/ to S9. At the armistice were at Gdansk with Italian crews in the preliminary training. 

(2) Torrcelli, Macallé, Galvani, Galilei 

(3) Archimede, Ferrarsi 

(4) Da Vinci, Finzi, Baracca, Calvi, Malaspina, Torelli. 

(5) CB 7, FRI16 (ex Fr. Toutquoise). FR117 (ex Fr. Circé). Murena, Nautilo, Sparide 

(6) Of these, 11 carried out only transfer missions: CB 1/1, CB 12, FR 112 (ex Fr. Saphri), FR 113 (ex Fr. 
Requin), FR114 (ex Fr. Espadon). FR115 (ex Fr. Dauphin). Guglielmotti, Romolo, Remo, X 2, X 3. 

(7) Of these, 23 were active in both the Mediterranean and in the Atlantic: Argo, Bagnolini, Barbarigo, 
Bianchi. Brin, Cagni, Cappellini, Glauco, Dandolo, Emo, Fada di Bruno, Giuliani. Marcello, Marconi, Mocenigo, 
Morosini, Nani, Otaria, Perla, Tarantini, Tazzoli, Veniero, Velella and, 6, were active both in the Mediterranean 
and in the Black Sea: CB J, CB 2, CB3, CB 4, CB5, CB6 
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Situation at 8th [IX 1943 of Submarines of new construction 
Class No. approved Launched | Set up and Planned 
And displacement | for construction in various 
surfaced stages of 
construction 
Tritone 12 (1) Grongo Sptgola 
905 tons Cernia 
Dentice 
Bario 24 - Bario Ottone 
928 tons Litio Cadmio 
Sodio Vanadio 
Potassio Tridio 
Rame Rutenio 
Ferro Oro 
Piombo Magnesio 
Zinco Mercurio 
Cromo Amianto 
Alluminio 
Antimonio 
Fosforo 
Manganese 
Zolfo 
Silicio 
“R” 12 (2) R10 R3 - 
2220 tons R4 

















“CM” 3 (3) CM 1 CM 2 - 
92 tons CM 3 

“CC 3 (4) - CC 1 - 
99.5 tons CC 2 

CC 3 
“CB” 22 (5) - CB13— CB 22 - 
36 tons 





























(1) 5 boats already in service: Flutto, Gorgo, Marea, Tritone, Vortice. 
3 boats in preliminary training: Murena, Nautilo, Sparide. 

(2) 2 boats already in service Remo, Ramolo 

(3) To be reproduced in numerous examples 

(4) To be reproduced in numerous examples 

(5) 12 boats already in service: from CB 1 - CB 12 


Table F 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX I: German submarine activity in the Mediterranean from 01/01/42 to 9/8/1943 


APPENDIX II: Submarines that operated in the Mediterranean during the period 01/01/42 to 
9/8/1943 
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APPENDIX I 
ACTIVITY OF THE GERMAN SUBMARINES 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN FROM 01/1/1942 TO 9/8/1943 


According to the agreements between Italy and Germany, where it was mentioned in 
Appendix N. The Book I., sending German submarines into the Mediterranean, which began in 
September 1941, lasted in the time interval until May 1944, so far beyond the date of the 
armistice of Italy with the Allied nations. 

In the period between 01/01/1942 and 9/8/1943, 23 submarines on 27 headed to the 
Mediterranean were able to pass the Strait of Gibraltar (4 boats fact: submarine U-98, U-447, U- 
594 and U-59/ sunk resulted respectively in November 1942, in May, June and July 1943, in 
the waters immediately to the west of the Strait while attempting to cross). 

In particular, two boats entered in January 1942 (U-56/ and U-73); 4 boats October 
1942 (U-458, U-605, U-660, U-593); 8 boats in November 1942 (U-595, U-755, U-617, U-407, 
U-596, U-259, U-380. U-411); 3 boats in December 1942 (U-443, U-602, U-301); The boat in 
January 1943, the U-224; 2 boats in the following April (U-4/4 and U-302); 2 boats in May 
1943 (U-616 and U-410) and finally the boat in June 1943, the U-409. 

These boats that were aggregated into two flotillas consisted in the Mediterranean (see 
the Appendix to No. | to Book 1), the 29" based at La Spezia and 23™ based at Salamis, later 
moved to Toulon, had assigned such operational areas, the two set out for the previous arrived 
boats in the Mediterranean, one in the western part between the Strait of Gibraltar and the 
meridian 3°W, and one in the eastern Mediterranean between the meridians 23° 30'E and 31'E 
to the south of the parallel 33°N. However with the war progressed and the development of the 
contemporary Allied offensives in North Africa (Algeria and Libya), were assigned to the 
German submarines increasingly large areas both in the Western Mediterranean 
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and in the East, but especially in this, as the Axis forces receded to Tunisia. This is in view of 
the increased use of Italian submarines in concurrent operations to the defense of the last Axis 
positions on African soil. 

Finally at the beginning of the Allied operations against Italian territory, especially 
against Sicily, some German submarines were also assigned as operational zones in the southern 
waters of Sicily, while the Italian submarines were employed in the northeastern waters of the 
island . 

Therefore a total of 49 German submarine (including 26 boats actually entered the 
Mediterranean in the last 4 months of 1941) participated in the operations in this area from the 
end of September 1941 to 8 September 1943. After that date and until May 1944 another 15 
German submarines were able to get into the Mediterranean and five boats, in the same period 
of time, were sunk during the passage of the Straits. But these we will not be dealing with, as it 
is beyond the operating period marked by the Italian armistice with the Allied Nations (1). 

Of these 49 submarines, five, among those entered in the course of 1941, were lost 
between October and December 1941, and 31 were sunk between the 8 January 1942 and 
September 1943, for a aggregated total of 36 boats, that is the high percentage of 73.4%, 
equaled only in the most critical periods of the battle of the Atlantic and that denotes all the 
harshness and difficulties of submarine warfare in a restricted area such as the Mediterranean. 

In particular 15 boats were lost during the course of January 1942. (U-347 and U-577); | 
in March (U-133); 3 in May (U-74, U-573, U-568); 1 in June (U-652); 1 in August (U-372); 1 in 
October (U-559) and 6 in November (U-331, U-605, U-660, U-595, U-259, U-411), the month 
in which we suffered the loss of 4 boats. In the first eight months of 1943, therefore, they were 
lost 16 boats: 2 in January (U-30/ and U-224); 3 in February (U-205, U-562, U-443); 2 in 
March (U-77 and U-83); 1 in April (U-602); 3 in May (U-755, U-414, U-303); 1 in June (U-97); 
3 in July (U-375, U-561, U-409) in August and the (U-458). 

Not being able to individually mention the many actions carried out by 44 submarines 
operating in the Mediterranean during the period 1/1/1942 to 9/8/1943, we report the overall 
synthetic data on past successes and which is confirmed by enemy’s documentation. Between 1 
January 1942 and 8 September 1943 were realized the sinking of 22 warships 





(1) It appears that in the period September 1941-May 1944, 64 German submarines entered the 
Mediterranean. Another 14 also were directed to this area. for a total of 78 boats, but 4 of them in turn were sunk at 
Gibraltar, 4 as they approached from the west to the Strait and 6 during the passage of the Strait itself (1 in 
December 1941, 2 in 1943 and 3 in 1944). however, not be ruled out, as reported by English source that further 
other boats had been assigned to the Mediterranean and that for various reasons did not enter. 
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or auxiliaries for a total of 71,103 tons while other 9 boats, for a total of 38,558 tons, were more 
or less seriously damaged. Especially aircraft carriers were sunk | ship, the Eagle (U-73); 2 
cruisers, the Naiad (U-565) and Hermione (U-205); 10 destroyers Gurka (U-133), Heytrop (U- 
652), Jaguar (U-652), Grave (U-77), Martin (U-431), Isaac Sweers (U-431), Porcupine (U- 
602), Blean (U-443 ), Partridge (U-565), Puckeridge (U-617); 3 patrol ships: Setra (U-431), 
Vikins (U-81) and Farouk (U-83); 3 sub chasers Cocker (U-331), Jura (U-371) and Sergeant 
Gouarne (U-755); 1 fast minelayer: Welshman (U-617): 2 large auxiliary ships: Slavol (U-205) 
and Medway (U-372). Damaged: | destroyer Kimberley (U-77); 1 corvette: Ville de Quebec (U- 
224) in ramming of said boat; | patrol ship: Stork (U-77); 1 fast minelayer: Manxman (U-375); 
3 large auxiliary ships: Brambleleaf (U-559), Abbeydale (U-73) and Oligarch (U-453); 1 
command ship: Thomas Stone (U-205) and | landing ship LST-417. 

Equally flattering were the successes against the merchant traffic being able to record, in 
the same period of time (01/01/1942 — 09/08/1943), the sinking of 46 merchant ships of various 
tonnage and about 20 "schooners" for a total of 237,549 GRT, while another 15 ships would be 
damaged for a total of 106,096 GRT. 




















No. of Subs operating | No. Subs sunk | Percentile lost Tonnage of Tonnage sunk 
warship & per sub 
merchant ships sunk lost 
44 31 70.4% 308,652 9,956 
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APPENDIX II 


Submarines that operated in the Mediterranean during the period 01/01/1942 — 09/08/1943 










































































Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 

Acciaio** AC | “600” —Platino (13) 710 870 30 X 1941 13 VII 1943 | - 

Alabastro** AB iz - 9 V 1942 141X 1942 | - 

Alagi AL | “600” — Adua (17) 683 856 6 Ill 1937 - - 

Ambra AM | “600” - Perla (10) 695 855 4 VIII 1936 

Ametista AA | “600” Sirena (12) 681 842 LIV 1934 

Aradam AR | “600” —Adua (17) 683 856 16 11937 

Argento** AG | “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 16 V 1942 3 VIII 1943 

Argo AO Argo (2) 794 1,018 31 VIII 1937 

Ascianghi AS | “600”—Adua (17) 683 856 25 II 1938 12 VII 1943 

Asteria** AE | “600” —Platino (13) 710 870 8 XI. 1941 17 11 1943 

Atropo AT Foca (3) 1,318 1,647 14 II 1939 

Avorio** AV “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 25 Il 1942 9 I 1943 

Axum AX | “600” — Adua (17) 683 856 2 XII 1936 

Bajamonti* BM Bajamonti (2) 665 822 25 IV 1941 

Bandiera’ BA Bandiera (4) 942 1,147 10 IX 1930 

Bausan BN Pisani (4) 880 1,058 15 IX 1929 18 V 1942 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Beilul BU_ | ‘600”— Adua (17) 683 856 14 IX 1938 
Bragadino BG Bragadino (2) 981 1,167 16 XI. 1931 
Brin BR Brin (5) 1,016 1,266 30 VI 1938 
Branzo** BZ_ | “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 211942 12 VII 1943 
CB 7** —CB7 CB (22) 36 45 1 VIII 1943 
CB 8&** CB8 CB (22) 36 45 I VII 1943 
CB 9** —CB9 CB (22) 36 45 I VIII 1943 
CB 10** CB10 CB (22) 36 45 I VII 1943 
CB 11** CBI1 CB (22) 36 45 24 VIII 1943 
CB 12** CB12 CB (22) 36 45 24 VIII 1943 
Cagni CA Saint Bon (4) 1,703 2,164 1IV 1941 
Cobalto** CB | “600” —Platino (13) 710 870 18 Il 1942 12 VIII 1942 
Colonna CN Pisani (4) 880 1,058 10 VII 1929 1 VI 1942 
Corallo CO | “600” — Perla (10) 695 855 26 IX 1936 13 XII 1942 
Corridoni_ CR Bragadino (2) 981 1,167 17 X1 1931 
Dagabur _DA | “600” — Adua (17) 683 856 9 IV 1937 12 VIII 1942 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Dandolo| DO - Marcello (11) 1,060 1,313 25 Ill 1938 
Da Procida DP - Mameli (4) 830 1,010 2011929 
Des Geneys DN Pisani (4) 880 1,058 31 X 1929 28 V 1942 
Delfino DL Squalo (4) 933 1,142 19 VI 1931 23 Il 1943 
Dessié DE | “600”—Adua (17) 683 856 14 IV 1937 28 XI 1942 
Diaspro DS_| “600” — Perla (10) 695 855 22 VIII 1936 
Emo EO - Marcello (11) 1,060 1,313 14 X 1938 10 XI 1942 
Flutto** FL - Tritone (12) 905 1,070 20 Il 1943 11 VII 1943 
FR 111* FRiI11 - Requin 974 1,441 611943 28 II 1943 
FR 112* FR112 - Saphir 669 925 611943 21 IV 1943 
FR 113* FR113 - Requin 974 1,441 20 1 1943 
FR 114* FR114 . . 20 1 1943 
FR 115* FR115 i iw oe 25 IL 1943 
Galatea GT | “600” -—Sirena (12) 681 842 25 VI 1934 
Giada** __ GD | “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 6 XII 1941 
Gorgo** GG - Tritone (12) 905 1,070 11 X1 1942 2? V 1943 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Granito** _GR_ | “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 311942 9 XI 1942 
Guglielmotti_ GI Brin (5) 1,016 1,266 12 X 1938 17 Il 1942 
Hl H1 -H (8) 360 474 16 X 1916 
H2 H2 “f “ 3 16 X 1916 
H4 H4 sf 7 - 24 IV 1917 
H6 H6 i eZ “ 23 IV 1917 
H8 H8 ie 2 i 24 V 1917 5 VI 1943 
Jalea IA__| “600” — Argonauta (7) 650 810 16 III 1933 
Malachite MH _ | “600” - Perla (10) 695 855 6 XI 1936 9 I 1943 
Mameli MM - Mameli (4) 830 1,010 20 11929 
Manara MR Bandiera (4) 942 1,147 6 VI 1930 
Marea** MA - Tritone (12) 905 1,070 TV 1943 
Medusa MU | “600” — Argonauta (7) 650 810 8 X 1932 3011942 
Menotti ME Bandiera (4) 942 1,147 29 VIII 1930 
Micca MC - Micca (1) 1,567 1,967 1 X 1935 29 VII 1943 
Millo MG Saint Bon (4) 1,703 2,164 1 V 1941 14 Il 1942 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Mocenugo MO - Marcello (11) 1,060 1,313 14 VIII 1938 | 13 V 1943 
Narvalo NR - Squalo (4) 933 1,142 6 XII 1930 1411943 
Nereide NE | ‘600”—Sirena (12) 681 842 18 II 1943 13 VII 1943 
Nichelio** NC | “600” —Platino (13) 710 870 30 VII 1942 
Ondina ON | “600” —Sirena (12) 681 842 19 IX 1934 11 VII 1942 
Onice OC | “600” — Perla (10) 695 855 1 IX 1936 
Otaria OA - Glauco (2) 1,055 1,326 20 X 1936 
Perla PL “600” — Perla (10) 695 855 8 VII 1936 9 VIL 1942 
Pisani PN - Pisani (4) 880 1,058 16 VI 1929 
Platino** PT “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 2X 1941 
Porfido PO ~ ¢ i. 2411942 6 XII 1942 
Remo** — RE -R (12) 2,220 2,616 19 VI 1943 15 VII 1943 
Rismondo* RI - Bajamonti (2) 665 822 25 IV 1941 
Romolo** RO -R (12) 2,220 2,616 
Saint Bon SB - Saint Bon (4) 1,703 2,164 1 1 1941 511942 
Santatosa SN Bandiera (4) 942 1,147 29 VII 1930 20 11943 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Sciesa SC - Balilla (4) 1,450 1,904 12 VI 1929 6 XI 1942 
Sciré SR_ | “600” —Adua (17) 683 856 25 IV 1938 10 VIII 1942 
Serpente SE _ | “600” — Argonauta (7) 650 810 12 XI. 1932 
Settembrini_ ST - Settembrini (2) 954 1,153 25 11932 
Settimo SO v us - 25 IV 1932 
Sirena “600” — Sirena (12) 681 842 2 X 1933 
Speri SP - Mameli (4) 830 1,010 20 VII 1929 
Squalo SQ - Squalo (4) 933 1,142 10 X 1930 
Topazio TP | “600” —Sirena (12) 681 842 28 IV 1934 12 IX 1943 
Toti TO - Balilla (4) 1,450 1,904 20 IX 1928 1 V 1943 
Tricheco. TR - Squalo (4) 933 1,142 25 V1 1931 18 III 1942 
Tritone** TN - Tritone (12) 905 1,070 10 X 1942 1911943 
Turchese TC | “600” — Perla (10) 695 855 21 IX 1936 
Uarciek UR | “600” —Adua (17) 683 856 4 XII 1937 15 XII 1942 
Velella VL - Argo (2) 795 1,018 1 IX 1937 7 IX 1943 
Veniero VN - Marcello (11) 1,060 1,313 6 VI 1938 ?V 1942 
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APPENDIX II cont. 
Name & sign Class, series & number | Displacement in metric tons | Date entered | Date of Date 
Of boats in the class surface submerged Service (2) Loss Disarmed 
Or series (1) 
Volframio** VO | “600” — Platino (13) 710 870 15 111942 
Vortice** VR - Tritone (12) 905 1,070 21 VI 1943 
Zaffiro ZA_| “600” — Sirena (12) 681 842 4 VI 1934 9 VI 1942 
Zoea ZE - Foca (3) 1,318 1,647 12 II 1938 
NOTES: 


(1) For further data about the characteristics of the various classes of submarines listed, 
see Vol. “I sommergibili italiani” edited by the Navy Historical Office ed. 1968. 

(2) The date of entry into service is referring to the delivery of the boat to the Navy. For 
new construction it is prior to the date of admission to "operating service" referred to in the 
discourse. 


(*) Boat is a war prize. The date of entry into service refers to the date of takeover by the 
Italian navy. 


(**) Boat of new construction entering in “operational service” in the period 1/1/1942 — 
8/9/1943. 
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PERSONS 








Allegri Raffaello, Cap. Corv .: 41, 62. 
Amato Viocenzo, , Cap. Corv.: 18 
Amicarelli Raffaele, Ten. Vasc.: 65. 
Andolfi Gabriele, Ten. Vasc.: 53 
Andreani Gino, Cap. Corv.: 24, 39. 
Andreotti Luigi, Ten. Vasc.: 91, 141. 
Arezzo della Targia Gaetano, Ten. Vasc.: 
105. 

Arillo Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 32, 106, 107. 


Baroglio Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 20. 
Beltrame Pasquale, Ten. Vasc.: 53, 152. 
Beltrami Ottorino, Ten. Vasc.: 88, 123. 


Bertarelli Enrico, Cap. Corv.: 8. 
Bonadies Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 76. 
Buldrini Cesare, Ten. Vasc.: 41, 43, 68. 


Campanella Alberto, Cap. Corv.: 50. 
Caprile .Francesco, Ten. Vasc.: 151. 
Casannl Pler Vittono, Ten. Vasc.: 172. 


Cavallina Gaspare, Ten. Vasc.: 41, 63 117. 
Celeste Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 30, 78, 128. 


Celli Claudio, Ten. Vasc.: 153. 

Cinti Alpinolo, Ten. Vasc.: 94, 117, 128. 
Churchill Winston, Primo Ministro, 185. 
Contreas Giulio, Cap. Corv.: 23. 

Crepas Alberto, Cap. Corv.: 160. 
Cruciani Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 93. 

Cunsolo Giovanni, Cap. Corv.: 21. 





Donato Alberto, Ten. Vasc.: 149, 165 
Dotta Antonio, Cap. Corv.: 89. 


Erler Rino, Ten. Vasc.: 46, 92, 132. 


Febbraro Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 23. 

Ferrini Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 51, 67, 
Cap. Corv.: 158, 159. 

Fiorentini Leone, Ten. Vasc.: 125. 

Fiorini Mario, S. Ten. Vasc.: 156. 

Forni Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 92. 

Franco Giuseppe, Ten. Vasc.: 65, 89. 

Frascolla Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 116. 


Galletti Raul, Ten. Vasc.: 81,98. 

Gigli Pasquale, Ten. Vasc.: 29, 90, 113. 
Giliberti Arcangelo, Ten. Vasc.: 142, 150. 
Gherardi Antonio, Ten. Vasc.: 151. 
Gorini Alberto, Ten. Vasc.: 41, 95. 

Gran Oscar, Ten. Vasc.: 24. 

Grion Ludovico, Ten. Vasc.: 120. 

Guidi Guido Ten. Vasc.: 103. 


Longhi Alberto, Ten. Vasc.: 93, 103, 118, 131. 
Lorenzotti Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 101. 


Manunta Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 102, 128, 136, 
166. 

Masina Leo, Ten. Vasc.: 164. 

Miniero Gustavo, Cap. Corv.: 6. 

Monechi Paolo, Cap. Corv.: 16, 28, 115. 
Morrone Dante, Ten. Vasc.: 90, 101, 125. 
Mottura Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 40. 
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Patané Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 86, 105, 143. 

Patrelli Campagnano Vittorio, Ten. Vasc.: 
118, 124, 126, 155. 

Pecori Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 64. 

Pedrotti Francesco, Cap. Corv.: 45. 

Pescatore Vittorio, Ten. Vasc.: 153. 

Prien Giinter, Cap. Corv.: 185. 

Priggione Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 94. 

Puccini Sergio, Ten. Vasc.: 40, 42, 53, 67, 

155. 


Ragusa Innocenzo, Ten. Vasc.: 19, Cap. 
Corv.: 124, 138. 

Rigoli Roberto, Ten. Vasc.: 91. 

Romei Romeo, Cap. Corv.: 184. 





Scano Giacomo, Ten. Vasc.: 95, 112,116. 
Scandola Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 66, 152. 
Scrobogna Paolo, Ten. Vasc.: 160. 
Simonetti Giuseppe, Ten. Vasc.: 120. 
Sposito Leo, Ten. Vasc.: 68, 88. 


Tamburini Federico, Ten. Vasc.: 21. 
Turcio Aldo, Ten. Vasc.: 154. 


Vassallo Salvatore, Ten. Vasc.: 159. 
Ventura Gioacchino, Ten. Vasc.: 52. 
Violante Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 133. 


Zappetta Elio, Ten. Vasc.: 30. 
Zelick Bruno, Cap. Corv.. 13, 19, 24, 73. 
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ITALIAN VESSELS 








Bormio escort 161. 
Littorio BB. 38. 





Trento CA: 38. 
Usodimare DD: 40. 





VESSELS, BRITISH, UNITED STATES Ecc. Ecc. 








Abbeydale Aux: 213. 
Algerine Mine Swp: 92. 
Antares Tkr: 53. 
Antelope Cov: 116 
Argonaut CL: 103. 
Argus CV: 17,27. 
Ashanti DD: 69 

Aurora CL: 18. 

Avon Vale DD: 18. 
Awatea MS 90. 


Blean DD. 213. 
Boston Sub chaser 152. 
Brambleleaf Aux 213. 
Brisbane Star SS: 67. 
Buck DD: 165. 


Cairo CL: 22, 67. 

Clan Fergusson SS: 68. 
Cleopatra CL: 155. 
Charybdis CL: 22. 

Cocker Sub chaser 213. 
Cromarty Sub chaser: 152. 


Dar es Salam Sail.: 24. 
Dolphin Sub: 129. 


Eagle CV: 26, 27, 42, 49, 50, 60, 64, 213. 


Easton DD: 126. 
Echo DD: 153. 
Eclipse DD: 157. 





Enchantress GB: 103, 109. 
Empire Bope SS: 68. 


Farouk. Pat. 213. 
Furious CV: 60, 61, 63, 64, 70, 80. 


Grove DD: 213. 
Gurka DD: 4,213. 


Hady M’hamed Sail 39. 
Havock DD: 24. 
Hermione CL: 213. 
Heytrop DD: 15, 213. 
Hursley DD: 120. 
Hyacinth Cov: 53. 


Ilex DD: 153. 

Isaac Sweers DD: 213. 
Islay Sub chaser: 74. 
Ithuriel DD: 65, 66, 69. 


Jaguar DD: 213. 
Jura Sub chaser: 213. 


Kenya CL: 68, 69. 
Kimberley DD: 213. 


Laforey DD: 157. 
Lord Nuffield Sub chaser: 89. 
LST417 Landing ship 213. 
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Maid Sub chaser: 53. 


Manxman Minelayer: 85, 213. 


Martin DD: 213. 
Medway.Aux: 213. 
MS640. 151. 

MS 641: 153. 

MS 651: 151. 
MS670. 151. 


Naiad CL: 15, 213. 
Newtoundland CL: 157. 
Nigeria CL: 67. 
Norfolk CA: 185. 


Ohio tkr: 67. 
Oligarch.Aux: 213. 


Pakenham DD. 120. 
Partrldge DD: 213. 
Penelope CL: 24. 
Petard DD: 106. 
Phoque Sub: 127, 145. 
Poole Sub chaser: 152. 
Porcupine DD: 213. 
Port Arthur Cov: 116. 
Puckeridge DD. 213. 


Regina DD: 125. 
Regina Olga DD: 106. 
Renown BC: 22. 





Samphire Cov: 118. 

Saracen Sub: 88. 

Seaham Sub chaser. 152. 

Sergeant Gouarne Sub chaser: 213. 
Setra Patrol: 213. 

Shakespeare Sub: 171. 

Slavol Aux: 213. 

Stork Patrol: 213. 


Tervani Traw: 124. 

Thorn Sub: 8. 

Thomas Stone Command ship: 213. 
Tigris Sub: 102, 104. 

Trooper Sub: 160. 

Tunis Gol [sail]: 24. 

Tynwald Aux: 90. 


Ultimatum Sub: 18. 
Unbeaten Sub: 21. 
United Sub: 159. 
Unruly Sub: 153. 
Upholder Sub: 7, 21. 


Vikins Pat.213 
Ville de Quebec Cov. 213. 


Walrus Sub chaser: 53. 

Wasp CV: 22, 26, 27. 

Welshman Minelayer: 26, 27, 30, 36, 37, 49, 
52, 85, 213. 

Westland DD: 126. 

Wolverine DD: 64. 
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SUBMARINES ITALIAN & GERMAN 








Acciaio: 20, 25, 39, 40, 51, 87, 88, 89, 118, 
119, 123, 124, 125, 135, 142, 143, 149, 
152, 153. 

Alabastro: 76, 77, 

Alagi: 5, 10, 11,31,40,41,42,52,53, 62, 67, 
68, 70, 87, 101, 102, 104, 112, 141, 148, 
149, 151, 153, 154, 155, 169, 170, 172. 

Ambra: 32, 33, 106, 107, 158, 159, 174. 

Ametista: 6,20.77, 106, 119, 127, 138, 174 

Aradam. 5, 10, 11, 17, 24, 31, 39, 
40,41,87,91, 92, 93, 106, 119, 127, 132, 
138, 174. 

Argento: 77: 80, 87, 89, 91, 93, 102, 103, 
113, 116, 118, 119, 126, 136, 143, 148, 
149, 157, 164. 

Argo: 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 76, 77, 80, 87, 90, 
93, 104, 112, 113, 126, 135, 142, 149, 
]50, 151, 157, 158, 174. 

Ascianghi: 41, 43, 44, 51, 62, 70, 87, 
89,90,91,92,97, 119, 127, 132, 155, 156, 
157. 

Asteria: 31, 52, 53, 62, 69, 70, 76, 80, 87, 90, 
91, 93.94, 101, 125, 126. 

Atropo: 41, 46, 55, 72, 77, 78, 82, 98, 140, 
144, 174. 

Avorio: 62,66,70,87,91.93,94, 113, 114, 116, 
118, 124, 125. 

Axum: 4, 10, 11, 41, 44, 51, 61, 62, 67,69,80, 
86,88, 127, 135, 171, 172. 


Baiamonti: 16, 770, 96, 174. 

Bandiera: 54, 71, 96, 106, 127, 170, 173. 

Bausan. 176. 

Beilul: 5, 14, 31, 45, 96, 119, 127, 132, 139, 
143, 149, 151, 152, 153, 174, 

Bragadino: 54,55, 72, 73, 78, 82, 97, 133, 
139, 170, 173 

Brin: 10, 16, 22, 23, 28, 39, 40, 62, 63, 80, 
87, 90, 91,92,131,136, 141, 142 149, 150, 
169, 170, 172. 





Bronzo: 41, 43, 44, 52, 62, 68, 70, 87, 88, 90, 
93, 101, 102, 114, 116, 118, 119, 123, 
143, 149, 150, 151, 152. 


CB 7: 174. 

CB 8: 170, 174. 

CB9.170, 174. 

CB 10: 170, 174. 

CB 11: 174. 

CB12: 174. 

Cagni: 14. 

Capponi. 184. 

Cobalto: 51, 62, 65, 66, 69. 

Colonna: 10, 176. 

Corallo: 5, 6, 18, 24, 31, 39, 41, 80, 87, 88, 
90, 101, 102, 103, 109. 

Corridoni: 46, 55, 72, 98, 108, 121, 132, 
136, 174. 


Dagadur: 14,52, 62, 64. 

Dandolo: 12, 14, 16, 17, 50, 51, 62, 66, 69, 
80, 87, 88, 94, 95, 101; 104, 112, 113, 
116, 117, 118, 131, 135, 138, 154, 155, 
174. 

Da Procida' 174. 

Des Geneys: 176. 

Delfino: 5, 10, 11, 98, 108, 120, 133. 

Dessié: 5, 8, 27, 28, 41, 44, 51, 62, 66, 69, 
94, 95, 97. 

Diaspro: 87, 89, 90, 101, 102, 103, 138, 148, 
149, 157, 165, 169, 170, 172. 


Emo: 23, 40, 43, 44, 50, 62, 65, 80, 87, 89. 


Flutto. 149, 150, 151. 
FRIJ1, 127, 128, 145. 
FR112: 176. 
FR 113: 174. 
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FR114: 174. Ondina. 12,13,25,45,52,53. 
FRI1I5: 174 Onice: 5, 18, 19,24,41,43,44,51, 52, 96, 106, 


Galatea:5,6,20,31,45,87,91,93, 101, 106, 
119, 121, 143, 166. 170, 172 

Giada: 39, 40, 41, 42, 44, 62, 63, 64, 87, 93, 
94, 101, 104, 112, 114, 116, 117, 118, 
136, 148, 149, 165, 170, 172. 

Gorgo: 124, 125, 131, 135, 138, 140. 

Granito: 61, 62, 66, 68, 69, 88, 97. 

Guglielmotti. 21. 


H 1; 22, 70, 96, 158, 167, 174. 

H 2: 20, 25, 71, 77, 81, 136, 139, 144, 158, 
174. 

H4: 10, 11, 22, 70, 96,139,144,158, 174. 

H 6: 10, 11, 16, 70, 96, 139, 158, 174. 

H 8: 20, 25, 32, 77, 96, 136, 139, 144. 


Jalea: 46, 54, 106, 166, 170, 173. 


Malachite: 6, 12, 25, 39, 41, 43, 44, 52, 94, 
95, 102, 113, 116, 117, 128, 129. 

Mameli. 32, 174. 

Manara. 169, 170, 171, 172. 

Marea: 169, 170, 172. 

Medusa: 8. 

Menotti: 7, 12, 32, 54, 71, 98, 108, 127, 128, 
136, 166, 167, 169, 170, 173. 

Micca: 7, 41, 43, 46, 55, 56, 72, 78, 81, 82, 
98, 108, 160, 161. 

M! lio: 7, 14, 18, 21. 

Mocenlgo' 11, 12, 16, 17, 27, 28, 80, 87, 91, 
92, 93, 102, 103, 104, 113, 114, 118, 
119, 131, 140. 

Mureua: 173. 


Narvalo: 5, 10, 11, 17, 55, 56, 72, 
73,78,82,98, 120. 

Nautilo. 173. 

Nereide: 25,31,52,77,106,119,127, 148, 149, 
151, 152, 153. 

Nichelio: 77,80,87,90,93,94, 101, 114, 131, 
135, 138,148,149,151, 153, 154, 155, 
156, 165, 170, 172. 





119, 138, 167, 169, 170, 173. 

Otaria. 21,28,41, 43, 44, 50, 62, 66, 69, 108, 
120, 114. 

Perla: 12, 20, 25, 30, 52. 

Pisani. 46, 54, 71, 174. 

Platino: 5, 6, 12, 18, 19, 20, 31, 41, 50, 51, 
89, 90, 91, 118, 119, 124, 125, 126, 136, 
138, 143, 148, 149, 155, 156, 170, 172. 

Porfido. 70, 71, 75, 80, 87, 88, 90, 93, 101, 
102, 104. 

Remo: 159, 160. 

Rismondo: 11,22,70,144, 167, 174. 

Romolo: 160 

Saint Bon. 6, 7, 8, 48. 

Santarosa. 8, 10, 11, 17, 54, 78, 82, 97, 98, 
120, 121. 

Sclesa: 54, 56, 72, 81, 82, 97, 98. 

Sciré: 73, 74. 

Serpente. 174. 

Settembrini. 108, 166, 169, 170, 173. 

Settimo: 6, 7, 98, 108, 120, 174. 

Sirena: 12, 13, 25, 45, 77, 96, 132, 144, 166, 
174. 

Sparide: 173. 

Speri: 6, 174. 

Squalo. S, 32, 46, 54, 71, 96, 170, 173. 

Topazio: 5, 12, 13, 80, 86, 88, 105, 132, 
135, 138, 170, 172. 

Toti. 54, 71, 78, 98, 176. 

Tricheco. 12, 14, 21. 

Tritone: 115. 

Turchese: 4, 10, 11, 17, 24, 27, 28, 80, 87, 
90, 101, 102, 119, 127,148, 149, 170, 
172. 


U 73: 60, 64, 211, 213. 
U 74: 212. 

C7 212.213: 

U 81: 213. 

U 83: 212, 213. 
U97.212. 

DOS 21 
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UI33> 4, 212,213. 
U205: 38,212,213. 


U224: 211, 212, 213. 


2592211212. 
U301: 211, 212. 
U302: 211. 
U303: 212. 
U331: 212,213. 
U347; 212. 
U371: 213. 
U372: 212,213: 
U375: 212,213. 
U380: 211. 
U407. 211. 
U409. 211, 212. 
U410: 211. 
U411, 211, 212. 
U414; 211, 212. 
U431: 213. 


U443: 211, 212, 213. 


U447; 211. 
U453: 213. 

U 458: 211, 212. 
U5 592 212,213. 
U 561: 211, 212. 
U562: 16, 212. 
U 565: 15, 2/3. 
U568: 212. 
U573: 212. 





U577-212. 

U591: 211. 

U593:211. 

U594:211. 

U595; 211, 212. 

U596: 211. 

U602: 211, 212, 213. 

U605; 211, 212. 

U616:211. 

U617; 211, 213. 

U652:212, 213. 

U660:211,212. 

U755:211, 212,213. 

Uarsciek: 18, 25, 30,40, 41, 42, 44, 62,63,97, 
105, 106. 


Velella: 23, 40, 41, 44, 52, 61, 76, 
87,88,91,92,93,135,143,149,150, 151, 
157, 170, 171. 

Veniero: 18, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 33. 

Volfrarnio: 62,63,75,87,91,93,101, 102, 114, 
126, 128, 129, 136, 174. 

Vortice: 169,170,173. 


Zaftiro: 40, 41, 47. 
Zoea: 41,46,55,71,72,77, 78,82, 97, 121, 139, 
144, 158,169,170,173 








